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and of equal Service 
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| The seconp, (which may be confidered . «a Kind of Supple. 
iy ment) is no lels proper for the Uie of Lnfrmar; £ ‘atients, than 
for the UninsvructEp 
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By. JAMES STONHOUSE, M.D.- 


Phyfician to the County Infirmary at Northamtton; ant 
. formerly of St, Sohn 8 College, Oxfiurd. 


oe Did not HE that made me-in the Womb make him? and did 
not ONE faftion us in the Womb ? Job xxxi. 15. 


Condefcend to Men of low Eftate. Rom. xil. 10. 


The Ninva Enirion Improved. 


= —— ae senetn? 
\ f 


tie Se : j x 
tee LONDON: 
Printed by Cuarsss Rivne Tox, 
| For Joun Be aC Tot: in St, Pauls Church Yard. 


che ie by 


—~_ 


TLC O>.~ 
=~ e 


gTORICAL } 


HI 
“4 
{ler s® 2, | ; 


ee 
PREFATORY 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Frienpiy Apvices, and Sprriruar Directi- 

ons imthis little Treatife, will appear to the Reader 
fomewhat foreign to the Province of a Puysicilani— 
Doubtlefs i: is fo—but the Experience of many Years in 
that Character, particularly inthe Country InrinMarRy 
at NORTHAMPTON, gave me too many fad Inftances of 
the Want of other than medical Afiftances, and that 
too in Matters of ever/effing Concern. To limit there- 
fore to one particular Province, a Regard for our Fellow- 
Creatures, when it is capable of being fo beneficially ex- 
tended, would in my Opinion, debafe even Humanity it- 
felf, and is utterly inconivtent with the Chrifian Tem- 
per. And though a'due Deference to the Publick in- 
clines me to juftify. this Undertaking, yet every. candid 
Reader -will readily allow, thati meed nck make much 
Apology to others, for what my own Conicience affures 


meis a neceflary Duty. — Pha frequent Opportunities of 
obferving different, and for cigyagpeit Part uncultivated 


Minds, under thofe vasioug Cifiumftances of Diftrefs 
which intitle them to Admiffion isto a publick Inf 
and efpecially my Converfation with Patients there in'tl 
~ Progrefs of their Diftempers, and fometimes in the lait 
Hours of their Lives, have furnifhed me with feme par- 
ticular Advantages for an Undertaking of this Nature; 
which, eafy as it may feem, they who think and aflert it 
~ to be fo, will give, by that very Affertion, a fufficient 
- Proof of their own Difqualifications for it.—It may be too 
often inconfiderately, and therefore unfuccefsfully entered 
upon; but perhaps they who are beft able to perform its. 
are the moft fenfible of its Diticulties, 
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It indeed requires no lefs Attention to a Variety of Cir- 
cunstances, in order to reftore Health and Soundnefs of 
Mind, than to the feveral Symptoms in order to cure the 
Difeafes of the Body: For it is byno Means fufficient to 
fay, I will talk toa Man in fuch or fuch a Manner, be- 
caufe he is /é, or in Pain.—The Nature of his Malady, 
the Courfe of Life, which in fome Inftances might occa- 
fion, or contribute towards it; the Tendernefs, or In- 
flexibility of his own Nature; any Abufe or Defe&, ei- 
ther ef his Reafon or Education; his Prefumption or 
Defpair, the various Approaches towards either Extreme; 
and the Senfe, or Difregard which he fhews to Chattife- 
ments or Mercies ; all thefe, I fay, require very different 
‘Treatment. So that whoever can juftly hope to fucceed, 
_muft not only have a diftinguifhing, and well difpofed 
Mind, but be long converfant in thefe feveral Circum- 
ftances; he muft alfo be habitually exercifed in the Me- 
_ thods, and well furnifhed with the Arguments and 

Texts, proper for Conviction, Reproof, Inftruction, — 
~ Exhortation and Comfort. . 

Thefe Refle&tions, which fuggefted the apparent Ufe- 
fulnefs of fome fuch Help as this, had with me the Force 
of an Obligation to attempt it, fo far as is confiftent with 
any general Plan, or courfe of Directions; though fhill 
we mutt allow that there will be a great Difference be- 
tween what is wrote down, and the cafual unreftrained 
Freedom of a perfonal Converfation, together with fuch 
a prudential Ufe of Opportunities as will arife from Ob- 
fervations of the Patient’s Difpofition, fometimes indeed 
of his very Countenance.—From Thefe a Judgment may 
be formed what Sort of Difccourfe will be moft fuitable 
at that particular ‘Time; and how far he is likely to re- 
jet, or receive any Profit by it. ny 

The Advice of the Phyfician, how judicioufly foever 
given, will in many Cafes be fruitleis, even where our 
Expeétations are the moft fanguine ; and one Time or, 
ether, muft neceflarily become fo in all: But whilft 
- Reafon is not wholly extin@, the good Offices of the Chrif- 
tian may always be ufefu.—Having therefore deli- 


terately weighed the Defign, I communicated it to 
fome 
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fome wortTHy Divines, who much approved my Plan, 
and urged me to proceed in the Execution of it, for thefe 
obvious Reafons among others—* that nothing of this Kind 
‘¢ had hitherto been publifhed, and that a Perfon of. my 
*¢ Profeffion might reafonably hopéfor fome particular At 
*¢ tention ; efpecially from thofe who have entertained a fa= 
** vourable Opinion of me, and were, or had been under 
** my Care, asa Phyfician.”—Confcious however of my 
own Infufficiency; the Importance of the Defign ; and the 
Advantages arifing from a long Experience in the Ex- 
ercife of their facred Funétion, [ folicited an Affiftance, 
which they candidly and readily gave me- I moft thank- 
_ fully acknowledge thofe Obligations, and if I could have 

obtained Permiffion, I had done Honour to the Work, 

and to myfelf, by the Mention of their Names. a 
After this juft Acknowledgment of the Helps I have 
received, it is incumbent upon me /olemnly to declate, 
that whatfoever I have advanced in this Preface, or in 
any Part of the Treatife and Pofticript, is entirely agree- 
sable to the Convictions of my own Confcience as to the 
certain Evidence, and-great Importance, of thofe Prin- 
ciples and Practices, which I have inforced and recom- 
mended: And I fhall efteem myfelf peculiarly happy,. 
if what I have here advanced may have its due Weight 
‘and Influence on the Minds of thofe who read it; and 
ftir them up, as our Saviour has injoin’d, to sEEK FIRST 
(preferable to, and above all Things) rHe Kincpom or 
sGop anp His RicuTgousness : “ For what foall it pro- 
fit a Man if He gain the whole World, and lofe bis own 
Bont 2”? itis aa } 

Having thus unrefervedly avowed the fettled Principles: 
of my own Heart, founded upon the moft mature Delibe- 
ration, and a long Obfervation on Men, Manners, and: 
‘Things :—And having been induced by the moft charita- 
ble and friendly Motives, as well to the Acknowledgment 
of my own religious Opinions, as to this Undertaking. 
in general, I am inclined to hope my Reader will in 
the fame Difpofition, moft readily excufe whatfoever in 
Point of Judgment, or Impropriety of Expreffion, might 
admit of Cenfure; and that if he cannot altogether think 
| A 3 ee 
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in the f¢me Manner with me, our Difference in Opinion 
may no Ways leflen our good Will and Affection, but 
that he. will candidly allow me the fame Liberty of judg- 
ing, which he has an undoubted Right to ufe for himfelf. 

After all, if this publick Teftimony of my firm Belief 
of CHRISTIANITY ; the free Declaration of my own Sen- 
timents; and my compaffionate Regard to the immortal 
Souls of the /owe/? of my Fellow-Creatures, fhould ex- 
pofe me to any Degree of Contempt and Ridicule, in fuch 
an Age as This; wherein Levity of Mind, and its natu-. 
ral Confequence, Diffolutenefs of Manners, are equally 
evident and deplorable, I fhall not be very anxious as to 
the Event (being well fatisfied in the Approbation of my 
own Confcience as to the Integrity and Benevolence of 
my Views) but fhall refer myfelf to the Decifion of that 
Day, when the Secrets of all Hearts shall be manifefted, and 
our eternal States unalterably- determined. 


Northampton, 
July 99 1748. 


VERSES 


V-ERS.E.S ,to the Autugr, 


PANG bad the Art of Healing been confin’d 
To fave the Shell, the Prifan of the Minn; 

Curious bad view'd the yellow Dudis of Bile ; 
And trac’d the filver Channels of the Chyle, 
—Purfuwd the purple Maze thra evry Vein, 
The Nerves that vibrate, and the Glands that firain. 
Hills, Valles, Woods, and Springs were all explor’d, 
Lhe Sea was ranfack’d, and the Earth was * bor'd. 

Thus Sons of Med’cine ! all your fond Regard 
This perifbable Frame of Man has fear'd; | 
Nor did the Soul your due Concern employ, 
Tho’ doom’ d to endlefs Pain, or endle/s Fay. 

Thy Knowledge no fuch narrow Limits bound, 
Thy Labours, STONHOUSE, take an ampler Round. 
With equal Skill, and with a warmer Heart 
Succefsfully you cure the mortal Part; 
Whilft with each Cordial, heav’nly Balm you pour, 
To cheer the Sick, or calm the dying Hour. 
"Tis Thine the tender + Moments of Addrefs 
To ferze, and firongl facred Truths imprefs : 
To bid the Patient’s Pray’r with Faith arz/e,, 
And breathe its grateful Incenfe to the Skies. 
To urge the Saviour’s all-atoning Blood ; 
And animate the Sinner to be good. 
Humane, as learn’d, with other’s Biifs you glow 
Feel, footh, deplore, and heal another’s Voe. — 

Ardent while thus your Chriftian Efforts feck 
Health for the Poor, and Comfort for the Weak ; 
~Your Care for their immortal Welfare foewn, 
With heighten’ad Luftre foall augment your own. 


N.B. Thefe Verfes by an anonymous Hand were at firft 
inferted in the publick Papers of 1749. 


* In fearching for different Mines, and Minerals it is cuftomary 
to bore the Earth; and fome of the moft efficacious Medicines are 


_ taken from thence; as Mercury, Sulphur, Steel, and Antimony. 


+ Mollifima Fandi tempora, Vir. ABN, iy, T 
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To James Stonuouse, M. D. 


Written foon after Recovery from a dangerous IInefs,. 


3CF-IS laudable—tis friendly (fure!) 
Corporeal Adaladies to cure: 

But ’tis a more exalting Praife 
The Sin-diftemper’d Mind to raife; . 
To meditate with godlike View < 
The Health of Soul, and Body too. — 3 

Tues for this Work fall Thoufands blefi, 
(Read on the Beds of pale Diftre/s) 
And thank the providential Wee, 
That brought them Hexps like thine to Anow. 

The heal’d Artificer, whofe Hand 
Domettic, preffing Wants demand, — 
More ufeful made by ‘Thee * /hall come, 
A double Bleffing to his Home. | 
The weil-rul di Family foall prove 

oe, 4% happier Houfe of Faith, and Love; 
And own that all the “foys they fare, 

Sprung from thy Pen, and medic Care. 

Ob! long belov'd, long honour'd live ! 
Example to thy Brethren give ; 
May THY ArTEMPT to ev’ry Heart : . 
An emulative Zeal impart! : : 
And let their prais’'d Ambition be 
To aét like + BoERHAAVE, avid like THEE. 


Moszes Browne. 


* Sse Direction II. Page 66. 

+ This is intended as a Reference to a very confpicuous, and ex- 
emplary Part of Dr. Boerhaave’s Character ; zamely, that he did not -~ 
think that the mof reverential Acknowledgment, and off open Pro- 
feffion of his Religion, as a Chriftian, derogatedin any Degree from 
his high Reputation, as a Phyjicca2—It was his conflant Rule to rife 
very early, and to ipend about an Hour in fecret Prayer, and in 
Meditation on fome Part of the Scriptures..—This Rwle-He recom~ 
mended to his intimate Friends as the bo? He could give casio 

their 
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STANZAS occafioned by Dr. Sronnouse’s 
| Friendly Advice to a Patient. 


t Tete Sons of Duft! 
Sad Offspring of polluted Clay ! 
No longer good or jut, 
To Vice and Folly fill a Prey, 
Say, can ye hope for Happinefs below ? 
Alafi! its limpid Streams thr? purer Channels fow. 


their Prefervation ; judicioufly obferving, that the Health of the 
Body mutt, more or lefs, be dependent on the Tranquillity of the 
Mind—And that * there is no Peace to the Wicked.” 

Being afked * how it was pofible for Him to undergo fo much 
«* Fatigue in bis Profeffion ?” He replied, ‘¢ I have habituated myfelf 
** from my Infancy to Punctuality and Difpatch ; and my Morn- 
*€ ing’s Retirement gives me Spirits for the Day ; and enables me 
S¢ to ad? as inthe immediate Sight of GOD.”—That GOD, to whofe 
Bounty He attributed all his Abilities ; to whofe Grace He afcribed 
all his religious Attainments; by wkofe Providence he had long 
been directed, and fupported in a Profeffion which engaged him in 
a neceffary and conftant Attention to the various Diftreffes, and 
~ Miferies of his Fellow-Creatures ; and to whofe Will he was eztzrely 
refigned in every Circumftance which related to Himfelf, or others. 
—May the Example of this Eminent * Man extend its Influence to 
his Admirers, and Followers! and whilft they purfue his medical 
Knowledge, may they afpire to that exalted Piety of which he 
was fo admirable a Pattern ! 

* See his Life: from whence the following Quotation is taken, 
which fhews what Regard the great Boerbacve paid to Religion,.—‘* His 
** Time was qwbolly taken up in vifiting the Sick, fearching into every Part 
s¢ af Medicine with the utmoft Diligence, and reading the Scriptures, which 
** he generally did ater Morning Prayer—He was particularly fond of fuch 
** Authors as p'aced the Lowe of God, and its confequential Duties, in the 
‘* clearett Light; and was therefore remarkably compaflionate to his Fellow 
‘* Creatures, and cheerful in his Family, even under the mof trying Af- 
€ fli€tions.”"—He would fometimes fay wi.h Jos, ‘* Shall we receive Good 
¢ at the Hand of God, and fha'l we not receive Ev /?”’—Efpecially when 
that werp Evil, how grievous foever at prefent, is defigned for our future 
Good ; for “‘ as a Father chafenath bis Son, fo the Lord our God chaftenerb us.” 
~ Deut. viii. 5. 


Say 


Ex } 
(Say, can yon. Flow’ r, 
Tho’ ting’d its filken Buds with Gold, 
Lf cank’rous Worms devour 
Lts pearly Germs ere they unfold, — 
E’er Lope its {preading Beauties to difplay ? 
Alafs ! its Leaves contraé#, grow wrinkled and decay. 


Created pure, 
Man was the Child of Health, and Fay 5 
Ob! bad his Faith been fure, 
His Blifs bad been without Alloy. 
But Sin, and Death prevail’d; and with them rofe - 
Difeafe, infatiate Fiend, with all her kindred Woes. 


Ye vengeful Train - 

Of lils, that rack the Race of Maa! 
Sad Family of Pain, 

That make him loath Life's little Span! 

» Say, was it given you unconirell'd to rage? 


~~ No!—Medicine brings her Balms your Fury to affuages 


The eternal King, 
Whofe tender Mercies uill endures 
it Eas bid the genial Spring 
Pour forth a thoufand Herbs of Cure, 
Has bid the Sea, the Fountain, and the [ine 


To cafe the torturing Pang, their lenient Stores refign. 


At bis Command 
Fair Charity fooots from the Skies 3. 
She opes each wealthy Hand, 
And bids yon friendly Walls * arife 5 
She fpreads the Couch, prepares the bealing Draught, 


And come, ye Paor, foe fays, ¢ Here find Relief unbought.” 


Fail facred Dome! 
Fail bleft Afjlum of the Poor ! 

Loft in bis lonely Home, 
Theltind difeasd had died obfcure : 


* The INFIRMARY. 
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But bere refor’d to Labour and to Life, \ vii 
Again he clafps his Babes, and cheers bis drooping Wife. 
Nor rais’d alone . | 
To tranfient Life, that foon muff ends 

From Mercy’s downy Throne 


Here bleft Impreffions oft defcend: | 
For fee while Medicine makes the Body whole, 
This little Tra@ affords Prefcriptions for the Soul, 


Yes, generous Friend, 
Thy Skill attempts the nobler Part, 
The Will deprav’d to mend, 

‘To probe and cleanfe the ulcerous Heart, 
And, thro the Saviour’s all-reftoring Blood, 
To raife to endlefs Life the penitent and good. 
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> Thefe twolittle Traéts are fold at Six-Pence ftitched,. 
er at two Guineas an Hundred, to fuch charitable Perfons 
as are difpofed to give them away, If wanted: to be fent 
into foreign Parts, or for the Ufe of Patients in thé Infir- 
maries; it will be moft advifeable to have them fewed in. 
Pafteboards. 


The Society for promoting Chriftian Knowledge has ‘ 


adopted theminto the Number of thofe Books which they 
difperfe, as properly calculated for the Revival and Ad- 
vancement of true Religion; and they may be had, upon 
the Terms of the Society, by any of their fubfcribing 
Members: namely, at Half-Price ; the other Half being 
defrayed out of the Society’s Fund, 

The Bookfeller begs Leave farther to add, that the Price 
of Thefe isle(sthan thatof any other Tracts of the fame Size, 
which is owing to the Largenefs of the Impreffion he has 
printed, thro’ the Hope of fupplying moft of the Infirmaries,. 
and tothe Author’s Generolity in not taking Copy-Money 
for this, or any of the preceding Editions. 
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ERRAT A 
Literal Miftakes, or Inaccuracies in Pointing, if fuch there be,. 
the Reader will have the Candour to pafs over; but as the follow- 
ing Errata affect the Senfe, He will be pleafed to.correét them with — 


fired to do This before the Books are delivered to the Patients. 


Page | Line For - Read 
7 r7 |net.  . not lefs 
28 g [lay it >” lay the Matter 
63 | 8 ; their | bis 
Mige Forms; for! § Forms for 
: t : this Purpofe | 2 this Purpofe, 
Seats eth foon after ~ 
vf 5 Y os you rife 
74. | 20 | which are and — 
$9 | laf 11 Fobr iii. 5, | 1 Fobn ii. 8. 
tor j 5 | are of | They are of 
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; 3 ENT ROU Dy CT EON. 
NE of our blefled Saviour’s Principal Com- 


mandments is, ** Thou fhalt love thy Neigh- 
> “<< bour, as thyfeif *;”—one of thofe on 
which, he tells us, bang all the Law and 
SIS < the Prophets. And as it is my conftant and 
| fincere Defire that every Neighbour, and 
sefpecially every afflicted Neighbour, fhould be truly dear 
to me, I can confidently fay, that the Advice 1 am now 
offering, proceeds from real Love to you, as a Fellow 
Creature, as a Fellow Chriftian, and as one now ina 
Condition that intitles you to particular Compafiicn. 

To be at once Sich, or Lame, and Poor, is an affliG- 
ing Circumftance indeed—and it ought certainly to difpofe 
me, according to the Abilities God has given me, cheer- 
fully to do my Part, as a Phyfician, a Chriftian, and a 
Subfcriber towards your Cure, Inftruction, and Support.— 
But as Charity to the Soul is wngue/tionably the nobleft of all 

oh * Matt. me Oe : 
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2 Frirenpiy ADVICE to a PATIENT. 


Charities, [ would efpecially attend to THAT; heartily 
wifhing'fo to join the happy Purpofes of a REFoRMATORY 
with thofe of an INFIRMARY, as not only to reftore your 
bodily Health, but effed?ually to promote your /piritual 
Welfare, and eternal Salvation. 

“< For the Benefits of an Jafirmary (as hath been ex- 
“¢ cellently obferved by the Reverend Dr. Grey, in his 
_ Sermon preached at the Opening of this Charity, at 
*¢ Northampton,) are not confined to dedily Pain and Sick- 
** nefs, but may extend themfelves. yet further, to the 
$ fpiritual Maladies of thofe who are under the Care of 
ss jt. The Ignorant dere may be inftructed, and the 
«< Diffolute reclaimed, and the Dead in Trefpafles and 
¢ Sins, through the all powerful Grace of God, be raifed . 
“* to the Lile of Righteoufnefs.—The ftri€t Regularity to 
*¢ which the Patients are obliged, the /piritual Affiftance 
<¢ which is charitably adminiftered to them, the Aptnefs 
&< of Men’s Minds to receive religious Impreffions in Time 
© of Sicknefs. and Diftrefs, and the good /improvement 
‘¢ that will be made of it, to the prefling Lome upon them 
“< their ever/effing Concerns, whilft they are herein a 
Juffering’ and declining Condition, ALL contribute to 
© this happy Change.—And who is there, that feels not 
<< an inward Pleafure (a Pleafure that mutt greatly overpay 
‘¢ his Liberality) when he reflects, that by a /mail Bene- 
“* faction, He may be bapptly inffrumental, not only to — 
“* the prolonging of a MORTAL Lire, but to,the faving 
*¢ of an IMMORTAL SOUL,” | 

The Vifits of a Phy/ician to every particular Patient 
cannot be long, and much of the little Time he fpends 
with each, muft be employed in the Advice pecuéiar, to 
his Profeffion. The Difcharge of the Duty incumbent 
upon every Chriftian, in the Capacity of a Neighbour, 
_ {according to the fcriptural Senfe of the Word) will re- 
quire more general, and not lefs important Advice. , I. 
would therefore gladly make up the Deficiency,, by ap- 
plying myfelf to. you in thzs Manner; which enables me 
to fpeak to thofe whom I fee not ;—to thofe at the greatedt 
Dutance from me ;—and perhaps [ may continue to {peak 
when my Lips are filent in the Dult; for though I am 
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FRIENDLY ADVICE d/o a PATIENT, 5 


- not a Minister, I fhould fcarcely think I deferyed the 
Name of a CurisTian, if I was not willing, when-proper 
Occafions offer, ‘to inftru& and comfort you, as your 
Circumftances and my own may permit; and not you only, 
but fuch others as may hereafter ftand in need of the fame 
charitable Afiftance. 

'~ Suppofe me then to fit down by the Bed’s Side, and to - 
addre{s myfelf to you, - 

I, As a Perfon under the affliQiing Hand of God; 

I]. As lodged ina Place where you are daily receiving 
many of his Mercies; his 
HI, As furrounded with feveral inftruGtive Obje&s and 
Circumftances, which,, if it be not your own Fault, may. 
be very ferviceable to you. se ap 


dip pia Dan Oa i Gh Hy hae 8 
Avvicetoa Parienr, confidering him as under 
ube afutting Hand of God. 


i HE firft neceffary Advice will arife from the Confide- 
“ration, ‘that you are now under the affliing Hand of 
God.—The Place in which this finds you, as a Patient, 
fuppofes two very grievous Afflictions concur; wiz. That 
you are under fome Illnefs or unhappy Accident; and 


that you are fo poor as not to be able, at your own Ex- 


pence, to procure proper Relief.—T he Governors would 
_ not have admitted you, if they had not been perfuaded 
this was your Cafe: And there would be fo much Injuftice 
and Wickednefs in deceiving them into fuch a Perfuafion, 
that I will not make any fuch Suppofition, with regard to 
you. * f 

: You are afflicted, and I hope you know 
To regard God your Aflictions come from the Hand of God. 
as the Author of ow iF Seabee RG: 
Affietion, ou mu/t | now it, if you belveve there is a 

i God, and his Providence, which is fo evi- 
cent to the common Senfe of Mankind, that, one would 
hope, none can fo much as queftion it.—Now if you be-: 
lieve that God fo far regards you as to fend Affiictions (as. 
_ you know too, that ** He does not affliG willingly, or 
76 2 $6 orieve 
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4 FRIENDLY ADVICE fo a PaTiENnT:, 


‘¢ grieve the Children of Men *,”) you mu/? believe, that 
He has merciful Defigns in affiiGting you ;—and that, as 
He is always prefent with you, fo, He objerves how the 
Affiiction works upon your Mind; as a wi/e Phyfician 
who has prefcribed for a Patient, will attentively remark 
what Effects his Prefcriptions have produced. 
The Apoftle exprefly tells us, ‘* That God corres us 
** for our Profit, that we may be. Partakers of his Holi- 
** nefs +.”—But that we may be fo, ’tis neceflary, as the 
wife Man fpeaks, ‘‘ in the. Day of Adverfity, to confi- 
“8 fider t.”—My firft 4dvice and Requeft to you there- 
fore, is, that you would-ferioufly confider what is the 
_ prefent State of your Soul, that fo you may the better ap- 
prehend the particular Defign of our heavenly Father in 
thus chaftifing you. ; 
Let me intreat you. to reflect, in the firft 
To examine Place, whether you have Reafon to believe 
pees He that you are, or are not, a real Chriftian:-— 
ihn. | L take tt: fi d th led 
Chriftian. take it for granted that you are called a 
Chriftian;—that you have been baptized ;— 
_ and that you have not expre/sly renounced your Baptifm ;— 
that you have often attended fome Place of Chriftian 
Worthip ;—and that you believe the Scriptures to be the 
~ Word of God. | 
But, certainly, this alone is not enough to prove you a 
i real Chriftian, and to fecure your Salvation : 
Whether be be Wor if there be any Crimes in the World, 
aaa that can draw down the Wrath of God, 
ay and expofe a Man to the manifeft Danger of 
eternal Damnation; fuch Crimes are too frequently found 
among fome, who are baptized Perfons, who fometimes 
attend public Worfhip, and don’t deny the Truth of the. 
Scriptures,—Are there not, among fuch, ** Whoremongers, 
“© Liars |\,—Adulterers, Thieves; Covetous, Drunkards,” 
“ Revilers, Extortioners §2”—Now the Scripture ex- 
prefly fays, as to {uch wicked Perfons, That they fhall not 
inherit the Kingdom of God; and that the abujed Name of 
a CHRISTIAN, which, they prefumptuoufly retain, fhall 
* Lamentat. iii. 33.) Heb. xii,r0. «| © J Ecclef, vii. 145 
j] Rev. xxi, 8 5, § 1 Cor. vie 9, 10, ek 
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do them no Manner of Service * :—-Nor is Profane Swears; 
ing and Sabbath- Breaking, though perfifted in by fuch 
Multitudes, lefs deftructive: For ‘¢ the Wages of thefe 
« Sins is (eterna/) Death,” and the Practice of them a 
Jure Sign of an irreligious Heart. | 
If you therefore find, in your own Confcience, that 
you are fuch a Sinner ;—that you profane the Name of 
_ God ;—that you cu/fomarily break his Sabbaths (as if yow 
would force your Way through that Fence, toa Thouland 
- other Tranfgreffions ;)—that you have lived in fecret, or 
open Uncleannefs ;—that you allow yourfelf in Lying, 
Stealing, Cheatirg, Covetoufnefs, Drunkennefs, Back- 
. biting, or Injuftice ;—or in any other evil Courfe, which 
you know to be contrary to the Word of God and the 
Defign of his Gofpel ; you cannot doubt one Hour, nay, 
one Moment, about your State.—-Whatever your Notions 
and Pretences, and Forms of Religion may be, you are 
undoubiedly a wicked Perfon,-under the Dz/pleafure of 
God ;—and in Danger of everlafting Mifery.— You have 
therefore Reafon to think God lays this Affliction upon 
you, to rouze and. awaken your Confcience ;—to fhake 
you as it were, out of this dead Sleep of Sin; that you may 
humble yourfclf before him; left tA7s Sicknefs deliver you 
over to Death, and Death to that Judgment, by which: 
you fhall-be caft into Hell. 
saa Bat I muft in Faithfulnefs farther tell you, 
eee 4 That though you be free from any Tack 
. outfide Chrifi- abovainable Wickednefs, as I have defcri- 
an, deftitute of bed above, you may neve’ thelefs be a formal, 
ce lukewarm, and fruitlefs Profeflor of Chrif- _ 
4 tianity,—under the Guilt of numberlefs Sins, 
andin the Way to utter Ruin.—Undoubtedly you are fo5 
if you have “* no Fear of Gad before your Eyes + ;”—if you 
have ‘+ no Love to God {37 —if you live “* without God in 
the World \\;—1f you have not been wfed to pray ;—and I 


* * Not every one that /aith unto me, Lord, Lerd, thall enter into 
* the Kingdom of Heaven); but he that doetd the Will of my Father 
** which is in Heaven.” Matt. vii. 21. 

¢ Plaim xxxvi..1, (o fijohnw.g2.  f] Ephefiu, 12. 
Soir B 3 will 
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will add, if you have not been ufed to pray * alone, an 
have not been fincere and earneff with God in thofe Ad- 
drefles to - him ; for indeed, we may bring the Matter to 
this fhort Iflue.—It has often and juftly been faid, *¢a Man 
<¢ may as well live without Breath, as a Chriftian with- 
*¢ out Prayer :” And merely to pronounce Words before 
Gop without any award Meaning or fuitable AffeCtion, 
4s NoT really Prayer, whatever it may be called. 

Nay, I muft tell you farther, That though you may 
have felt /ome Awe of God upon your Heart, and though 
you may, in a cu/fomary and formal Manner, have prayed 
to him in Public, orin Private, or even with fome tran- 
fient Affection, yet you are not a real Chriftian, if you 
have not a true Faith in Corif? ; that is to fay, if you have 
not been made thoroughly fenfible +, that you are a mifera- 
ble Sinner,—that as all your Faculties are the Gift of 
God, and as the very beit of your Aéctions. are defective 
and imperfect, you cannot be juftified before God by any 
Works of your own,—if you have not been fully convin- 
ced that you can be faved only through Chrift, and obtain 


Pardon and Acceptance through the Merits of his Blood 


and Obedience, by which he procured for us the Offers 
of Grace, and all the Bleffings of the new Covenant ;—_ 
If you have not, I fay, in ¢hzs Perfuafion, committed your- 
felf to God through Chrift the Almighty Saviour; witha 
fincere Defire to be holy ere, in order to be happy Jere- 
after; with an unfeigned Repentance for all your paft 
Sins; and with an humble Refolution, that, by the | 


* When thou prayeft, enter into i) Clofet, &c. Matt. vi. 6. The 
Word CLOSE |, in our Englfo Tranflation, fignifies,, in the 
ORIGINAL, Chet, Chamber, Wardrobe, Warehoufe, or any 
other /eparaie Place.x—And Chriftraight probably ufe a Word of 
fach Latitude, that none might plead, in.Excufe for the Omiffion 
of private Prayer, the Want of fo convenient an Apartment, as 


. they could with to retire into—I thought it neceflary juft to hint 


‘This, and to obferve farther, That every Patient in a Public Infir- 
mary may confider himfelf, when kneeling at his Bed-fide with his 
Curtains drawa around him, to be (feripturally {peaking) in his 


Clofet. ; : + j ‘i y g ‘ 
FxujJohni, 3, . Mi 
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Grace of God, you will reverence all his Commands ; 
and labour, for the Time to come, to obey them. 
If fuch a Faith, and Confcioufnefs of your own Infuf- 
ficiency be wanting, I muft declare to you again, (though. 
with much Concern) that your Hope is no other than 
Prefumption ;—and it would be great-Treachery to God, 
and Cruelty to your Soul, fhould I flatter you in it.—Pre- 
_ fumption is not confined to that audacious Difpofition, 
whereby hardened and profligate Sinners feem to difregard, 
_ and even defy their Creator. here is another Kind of 
Prefumption, the more dangerous on account of its Dif-. 
guife, which may be fuch as to conceal its Nature and 
‘Tendency from thofe who are the moft deeply infected 
with it.—For inftance, there are Men who are inclined 
(though furely through Zenorance, for I cannot in Charity 
f{uppole any other Caufe) tothinkthemfelves inno Danger, 
nor their Souls at all diftempered. Their Infenfibility, not 
Gangerous to the Mind, than.a mortified Limb to the 
Body, requires a peculiar Treatment: Thofe I mean 
whole Confcience is quiet and eafy on a falfe Founda- 
tion; and whofe Language, even on the Verge of Eter- 
nity, is of this Kind. ** I have done no Harm—I have 
“* wronyed No-body—I am as good as the reft of my 
‘* Neighbours—I am no more afraid to die than other » 
~ £© People.”—And to fuch as Thefe, who know not the 
Corruptions of their own Nature, their immenfe Diftance 
from their moft Holy Cieator, or their Need of a Sa- 
viour, I am now addrefling mytelf ; to awaken in them, 
_ if poffible, a thorough Senfe of their own Vilenefs; and as 
this xpreffion is warranted by Scripture (fee ‘fob xl. 4.) 
it can admit of no juft Exception—nor will any I hope, 
- on fuch an Occafion as this, think what follows it too 
harfh, or too fevere,—for whatever be the Appearance 
of Severity, I muft aflure the Reader, that fuch Paflages, 
where-ever they occur, are extorted by the mo/f com- 
paffionate and zealous Concern for his eternal Welfare.— 
Would it not be greater Cruelty to conceal the deplora- 
ble Mifery of your fpiritual Condition, than to forbéar 
the Ufe of a ucedful Remedy, becauft it may be /oath/cme 
to the Tafte? Or to neglect a neceffary Incifion, becaule 
baa -it 
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it may be painful to the Flefh ?—I muft remind you there- 
fore, that an infpiied Writer fpeaks not of this or that 
notorious Sinner, but of every Man, when placed in the 
immediate Sight and Prefence of God, a8 appearing 
¢ abominable: and filthy.” (See Fob xv. 16.) And. to 
make you more fenfible of this, with which the Generality 
of Mankind feem /o very irk affeGed, I muft intreat you, 
that you would imagine yourlelf called By, Name into 
the Prefence of our Great JupGE.—Su)pofe that you 
faw him ijeated upon his Tribunal, in all the Pomp, Ma- 
jefty, and Terror, in which uz will be manifefted at the 
LasT and Decisive Day.—Imagine, that while all the 
World was in Fames around you, and the Pit of eternal 
Deftruction opened its Mouth ¢7 fwallow up thole mifera- 
ble Creatures, whom Divine Fu/lice fhould doom to it, 
God fhould charge home upon you the Guilt of every Sin, 
that from the /ir# Day in which you were capable of an 
actual Violation of bis‘Law, even to the prejent Moment, 
you have committed, in every Place, Circum/ftance, and 
Relation of Life; and fhould add to the Account,—ALL 
the Means of Grace which you have negic&ted, or uled 
without Advantage, wz. attending on Sermons without 
Edification ;——on Sacraments without Faith and Repent- 
ance ;—praying without Attention 3—confefling without, 
Remorfe ;—hearing the Terrors of the Law wuhout being 
alarmed ;—the coniortatle Propofals of the Gofpel with- 
out emboacing them :— ALE the Gifts and Talents, which 
he entrufted you with, and which you have not duly im- 
proved, or probably perverted into Occafions of Mitchief. 
—Imagine Him to reckon with you for every forgotten 
Mercy he has beflowed upen you, through fo many 
Years of Profperity and Comfort with which you have 
been bleffed; and for the needful AMichons which, in his . 
fatherly Wifdom, he has feen fit to appoint, and by 
which you have not been humbled ina becoming Man- 
ner :—For every Conviction of your own Conicience,, 
and Motion of bis Spirit, which you have not feconded, 
nay, which you have refifted and overborne.—For ALu. 
the Vanity, Prise, and Licentioufnefs of your ‘Thoughts 5 
for all your lafcivious, paflionate and flanderous, ee 
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“© ll your idle Words,” (Matt. xii. 36.) by which is 
meant, every Part of your Converfation, that*has an 
evil Tendency or Effect either defigned, or naturally 
refulting from it;—and all this too in Comparifon with 
what He knew you might have been, and might have 
done for his Service, with the Capacities and Opportuni- 
ties which he has given you:—Zn comparifon too with the 
many better Purpofes you have formed, and /olemn Refoluti- 
ons and Vows which you have made and broken:—And 
then let your own Heart anfwer, whether you would dare to 
ftand the Confequences of fuchan ExaminationandAccount 
as this:—Or whether all your towering Confidence would 
not be blafted by the Curse denounced ‘“* again/? EVERY 
“© ONE that continueth not in ALL Things, which are written 
6 inthe Book of the Law, to Do them.” Galat. iil. 10. - 

Call up all thefe awful Reprefentations at once,—and, 
in full View of them all, let Confcience anfwer, whether 
before zhat Tribunal-you would -pre/ume to fay, ** Judge 
me, O Lord, by my own Virtue and Duties: 1 am 
*¢ the Man who have completely obeyed all thy Command- 
«© ments.” Nay, would you venture to fay, ** Judge 
“© me, O Lord, by the def Month, or Week, or Day, 
** as it appears to thy ALL-PENETRATING Eye, and 
*¢ ftands in Comparifon with thy PERFecr Law.”—Or 
would you not much rather choole to caft yourfelf (with- 
out any Exception for the bef of your Days or Duties) 
upon the overflowing Mercy of God and the MeriTs 
of the Lord Jefus Chrift, our compaffionate Redeemer? 
And if you intend to make THAT your Refuge and your 
Pea at the Bar of God; prepare yourfelf for it, not only. 
by difclaiming all Pretences to Merit of your own; not only 
by acknowledging yourfelf an unprofitable Servant (be- 


> eaufe far beyond this muft the beft and holieft of the Sons of 


Adam appear wanting, if weighed in the ftrit Balance of 
God’s Juftice) but by the moft humble and fincere Ac- 
knowledgement of your own Corruption, and wretched 
State. Fly to this, your only Plea, inftantly, and as an 
Act of the Almighty’s Grace, plead it folemnly, plead 
it continually.—Are you at a Lofs for a Form? Lo! a 
_ Short but moft important Addition to that of the Publi- 

can 
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can (fee Luke xviii. 13.) may well be-the firlt, .“¢ God be 
‘*. merciful to me a Sinner, for the Sake, and. through 
** the Merits of my only Saviour and: Redeemer Jefus 
© -Chrift !”—Great.and very prevailing is the natural 
Eloquence of a truly brokeh and. contrite Heart, how- 
foever conceived» and exprefled; but you will find fuffi- 
cient Helps from the Books -of Devotion recommended. 
in the Lift at the, End of this Treatife ; and by the-Grace 
of. God, may daily ftand in Jefsineed of them.—~Still reft 
continually upon your Plea, and fly to: it immediately — 
God only knows, how few the Momentsimay be in 
which you will have Reem to plead it, before -you are 
called to Fudgment:—To that Judgment which will teach 
the haughtieff Sinner, what: a: ‘ fearful thing it is to fall 
** into the Hands of the Living God *. And compel 
** him to cry tothe Mountains to fall upon him, and. 
<< the Rocks to cover him,” from that far more dreadful 
Sentence, ‘¢ Depart from mz ye curfed into Ever- 
s* Jafting , Fire.’ , ; | St til AD 

I would only add -here, in order to prevent 2é/fakes, 
that this deep Humiliation, and folemn Application to the 
Mercy of God, through Chrift, is appointed by Him, as 
the Evidence of our thorough ConviGtion and deep Senfe 
of our own Wants and Unworthinefs, which is a previous 
and neceflary Qualification for the Reception of his Grace. 
It is that Knocking + which we are commanded*to ufe, that 
the divine Gate may be opened to us, and that Power 
given whereby the Dominion of Sin in our Hearts may 
be fubdued, and we become animated to the PRAcTICE 
of univerfal Righteoufnels, and true Holinefs; (that Di- 
vine PRINCIPLE) without the fincere Prevalency of which 
€* no Man fhall fee the Lordy.” Holinefs, the great 
End of the Gosre as well as the Law ;—to produce 
and advance which, dis Grace through Jefus Chrift has 
been revealed and imparted to us. ‘ 

Now if with this Senfe of your own Weaknels and 
Wants, and a firm Faith in Jefus Chrift and his Gofpel, 
which is ftyled by the Apoftle ‘* the Power of God unto 


* Heb. x. gre + Matth. vil. 7. { Heb. xii. 14. 
“s Sal- 
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Salvation to every one that believeth ; if thus grounded you 
confetentioufly guard agaiag all known Sin, and’ e truly 
forry when you fall into any by Jnfirmity or Surprife ;— 
and in fuch: a Cafe, apply. izemediately to the Adercy of 
God, through the AZerits of Chrift, for your Pardon, 
with renewed Refolutions againft Sin for the future, and 
hearty Defires, that God would preferve you from all 
impiety ; then indeed you are areal Chriftian:—And I 
fhould be forry if any thing I have here written fhould 
give you one Moment’s Diftrefs.. 
Weigh this Matter therefore impartially; weigh it 
_ with the flricteft Attention ;—for if this be not your Cha- 
-racter, be affured you are an unpardoned Sinner ;—-you 
are under the Curle of God’s Law ;—and you muft 
Believe, —Repent,—and be Reformed:——The whole Tem- 
per of your Heart, and thijiubole Courfe of your Life *, 
muft be changed, or you muft perifh for ever.— Take it 
not as refting on the Authority of a weak and fallible 
_Mortal, but as the Decifion of our Divine Mafter him- 
felf, the faithful and the true Witnefi, who has exprefsly 
faid, and folemnly repeated it, ‘* Except ye repent, ye 
_  fhall all likewife perifh +;—-He that believeth not, is 
_ “ condemned already, and the Wrath of God abideth 
*‘ on him {; and ithe Wicked fhall go away into ever- 
“* Jafting f Punifhment §.” 
a rem carne ee em 

* John iii. 3. + Luke xiii. 3. t Johg iii. 18, 36. 
i! Matt. xxv. 46. . 

§ Now upon the whole Matter; what can a carele/t debauched 
Perfon fay to thefe Things # Though he fiurdily bears up at prefent 
againit thefe Impreffions, can he think, that he thal! always be 
able to brave it out againft God.and his own Confcience ?—Can he 
fanfy, that he shall not (at leaft in the da Hours of his Life) con- 
dein himfelf with very difmal RefleQions on the Folly of his Sin,, 
and the ¢errible Foreboding of its Punifbment ; as many unthinking 
and axbeppy People have done before him?—Too many flight Reli- 
gion in their Health and Profperity)though they cannot but efecm 
it in Time of Daxger and Death. 

_ See Page 55. of that alarming little Book, Dr. Woopwarp’s 
Fair Warnings to a carelefi World—in which he has. colleéted the 
Sentiments of the wo/ eminent Men, in their Serious, or dying Hours, 
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Rar bs ae If your Heart condemn you on this Exa- 
ae Soh al mination, I intreat you, by the Mercies of 
eifted. God on one Hand, and the Terrors of the 

Lord on the other—and by the Worth of 
your immortal Souls, that you immediately and earneftly © 
fupplicate the Almighty for Pardon and Grace through our 
Mediator Jefus Chrift, and that you make your Appli- 
cation to fome whom you have Rea/on to believe are them- 
felves acquainted with vital Religion, and efpeciaily to 
fome pious Clergyman, whofe tender Concern for Souls 
may make him willing to give you fuch Inftruétion and 
Affiftance as you fhall ftand in‘need of ; left this TiJnefs - 
fhould end in Death, and Death in your fal Condem- 
nation, and irrecoverable Ruin. 

In the mean Time, let me obferve for your Encourage- 
ment, that there is Reafon tovhope'a compaffionate God 
intends to prevent it, by this /ea/fonable AffiGtion; and 
that, as the Apoftle fays, You are chafiened, that you may 
not be condemned with the impenitent World *—Improve 
thefe tender Moments; improve the Advantages you now 
enjoy; and who can tell but it may appear, that you 
were brought into this /mfrmary, that your Abode and 
Relief here might be a Means of bringing you to Heaven? 

I {peak this to you on a Suppofition of 
Addr¢s to the your being under the Conviction either of a 
sant sg profligate, or of a carelefs and lukewarm 

State of Life; but I would rather hope, that 
this little Piece may fall into the Hands of many who are 
become acquainted with rea/ Religion; and that I may — 
addrefs you, my Reader, as a Child of God, whom he 
chaftifes in fpecial Loves as a ‘* Branch in Chrift, which 
“° bears Fruit, and which he purges and prunes, with the 
“© fharp Knife of AffliGtion, that you may bring forth mare 


ae" fruit F.. : 

_ Inthis Cafe, I would urge you wi/ely to 
To improve this improve the Opportunity of your prefent 
spate J” Retirement from the Labours of your Call- 

elf-Knowledge. * i 
ing.—You have now vacant Days ;—and, 


perhaps too, fleepleis Nights,—fpent in Silence ona Bed. 
* Cor, xi. 92. + John xv, 2. ¢ 
| : ‘ 
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% Mercy, you had fo often experienced, 
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of Sicknefs, or of Pain,—Ule thefe tedious, but precious 
Hours in examining your owo Heart,—in fearching and 
trying your Ways *, that you may learn the {pecial Defign 
of Providence in this Difpenfation;—that you may recol= 
leét what Duties you have been moft accuftomed to ne- 
gleét in the Place and Relation in which you are fixed, 
and what Temptations have been moft ready to prevail 
upon you, and, in fomedamented Inftances, to.draw you 
afide from Him, whofe Goodnefs, Forbearance and 
| Lift up your Heart to Gop, from time 
To enquire into to time; and fay humbly whilft you are 
8 aha He bearing his Chaftifement, ‘© Shew me where- 
poy *¢ fore thou contendeft with me +.—What 
. ‘¢ I know not, teach thou me; and where- 
** in Ihave done Iniquity, may I do fo no more #.”?— 
Yield yourfelf with a true fi/ial Submiffion to the Rod of 
your heavenly Father -—Bear it patiently || ;—bear it 
thankfully :—Let Thoughts of God’s ineffable Love 
to you in Chrift, and of your moft unfeigned: Love 
and entire Submiffion to him, as your Father, mingle 
themfelves with all you fuffer from his. Hand ;—and 
Jabour earneftly, that whether the Health of your Bady 
be recovered, or continue to decline more,and more, the 
SS RE SS NSE, 
* Lamentat. ili. 40. Tt Job x. 2. § Joburxxims 924 qc) 
|| The common Language of ignorant, and indewout Minds, 
which we daily hear, is of th7s Kind: “ I mujt bear the Pain ; or 


. * I mut fabmit to the Affiftion which I now lie under, becaufe 


** I cannot help it.”—I know there is no “Remedy; and therefore I 
“* muft firive to bear it as well as I can.” —A. Heathen vaight fay all 
this, and more; but it is by no means. the Voice of a Chriftian,, or 
a Proof of that Refignation to the Will of God, and Submificn 
to his fatherly Correétions, which becomes the Duty of every goed 
Man under fuch Circumftances.—Thofe who love God will obey 
him, not becaufe they muff, but becaufe they think it right ; not 
doubting the friendly Intentions of the Almighty Parent in. thus 
affiiting them; and that it is.as much for their /perttual Welfare, 
as taking a Medicine by the Direétion of a judicious Phyfician 
would be for their Bodily Health.—The Lan guage therefore of the 
4 al Chriftian is ° BEES Shia Piha hea, 
** Speak, Lord, and I will cheerfully obey. 
“* Strike, Lord, and I will patiently bear. 
C 
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Health of your AZind may be greatly promoted by this 
Courfe of Difcipline, and by every Day of it. 

The Particulars here advifed would in the main equally 
fut you under your prefent Affli€tions, if you lay upon 
your own Bed, in your own Chamber, and had the re- 
quifite Supports and Affiftances miniffered to you, at 
your own Expence. Rut let it be remembered that I 
am_ now fpeaking to you as a Patient in an Infirmary :— 
A Place where, as I have hinted to you already, you 
are furrounded with many Mercies, and with many Ob- 
jects and Circumftances, which, if it be not your own 
Fault, may carry along with them particular Inftru€tion. 


SE CTT ON, 


Apvice ¢o @ Patient, confidering Him as in a 
Place where He is daily receiving many Mercies. 


OU are ina Place where you are fur- 
rounded with many Mercies, for which, 

therefore, you ought to be wery thankful ;— 
thankful to God, as well as to your human Bene- 
factors. —You have convenient Lodging,—an eafy warm 
Bed,—a good Hou/e around you, to fhelter you from the 
Inclemency of the Weather, which makes Diftempers 
in a Cottage, at fome Seafons of the Year, much more 
dangerous and painful than they would otherwife be.— 
You have Attendants to wait upon you, as your Neceffi- 
ties require, Night and Day.—You have Food fufficient 
and proper,—fuch as may comfort and fupport Nature, 
without feeding your Diftemper.—And then you have 
the maf? fuitable Medicines, in their greate/? Perfection, 
prefcribed by Puysicrans, judged (by thofe who have 
configned this Office to them) to be of approved Skill and 
Experience.—Such Perfons cannot be under the Leaf? 
‘Temptation to overload yeu with them; a Circumftance 
which is of no /mall Importance.x—Thefe Gentlemen vifit 
you at prover Seafons: and are always ready to attend 
you, if an extraordinary Circumftance in your Cafe fhould 
make it neceflary. 


Several Mercies VY 


enumerated. 


ify 
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If you are wounded, or under the Agony of a broken 
Bone, or in other Circumftances, that require the im- 
portant Aid of SuRGEoNS, Perfons feleted from many 
others of that ufeful and neceflary Profeflion ‘are ready 
to attend you with their Affiftance ;—-which would elfe,: 
perhaps, have been fo expenfive to you, that you might 
have been ruined by procuring it, or have perifhed for 
want of it.—So that, upon the Whole, Perfons in fu- 
perior Circumitances, if they have not a great deal of 
Command over themfelves, and do not fal] into very faith- 
ful Hands, may want many of thofe Advantages, which 
you have bere for your Comfort and Recovery. 

: Now, have you not abundant Reafon to 
ee be thankful to your Benefactors, and, above 
ne all, to Goo, for thefe good Things, and for 
that happy State, into which, amidit a!l your Afilictions, 
you are brought?—I fay, above all, to Gop, becaufe it 
is HE gives Them a Power to help you, anda Will to do 
it.—It is He that encourages Them to go on from Year 
to Year, with renewed Expence, and to take fuch /fre- 
guent Trouble in Attendance, as many of them do, on 
no other Confideration than that of doing yax Good, 

Methinks, za this View, you fhould be praifing God 
every Day, and every Day intreating that his Blefling may 
abundantly reft upon thofe whom He has made, in the/e 
. Infances, the Inftruments of his Goodnefs to you.—And 
indeed you fhould be very thankful to Him, not only on: 
your own Account, but that of others. Poor as you are, 
I could earneftly wifh that you might be rich in the 
Grace of Chriftian Charity; and if you are fo, you will 
be concerned for others as well as for your/elf-—You will 
rejoice and be thankful for the Relief which every Patient 
in the InFrrMaRy, or belonging to it, receives by this. 
uetul FounpDATION;—it will delight and comfort you 
to think how many fuch Houfes of Mercy there are in 
our Netions how many Thoufands have been already 
relieved and recovered by Means of them;—and what 
a Probability there is, that in future Times they may be 
more numerous, and more u/2ful too, by gaining Experi- 
ence in the Art of Doinc Goop ;—and your opening? 

Co iiiat, Heart 
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Heart (if it be formed aright) will rejoice in the Profpeét 
of Relief and Comfort to thofe that are yet unborn. 
Ba If you have any Spark of Gratitude to 
oiled, 0" God, {or your own’ Share in this merciful’ 
Prbvition, you will alfo be enquiring what 
Return ’ yeu fhould make ?’—The Anfwer is eafy :—< 
Truly, the moft acceptable Thing both to God and Man, 
which you can doin your prefent Circumftances, is to 
endeavour to improve, as much as poffible, 
Gratitude bef 4)! the Advantages which you here enjoy 
cer of both tor Bedy and Soul.—Do not therefore, 
Advantages,’ 8 tome foolifbly do, negleé this Oppor- 
tu lity, and fo difappoint the charitable De- 
figns and Efforts of your def Friends. - 

It is lefs neceflary for me to urge you to 
make the moft of the Advantages you en- 
joy, for the Recovery of your Health, not 

only as it may be reafonably fuppofed you will do it, but 
as, according to the Rules of fuch Places as thefe, any’ 
preot and vifible Irregularity will not be endured -—Yet 
there are hittle mifchievous Artifices which fome Patients 
will practife, and which may now and then pafs undif- 
covered ;—efpecially to procure Things which are im- 
proper for them to eat or drink, which you ought to 
make'a Confcence of avoiding ; BF as it would be hurting 
yourfelves, and perplexing your Phyfician, fo it bee be 
grolly abufing the Charity you have fought to parta e of, 
either to reoleetwhat you are appointed to do, or to do. 
that, whith Out of a tendér Regard to your Beneht, and 
that of others, is forbidden. 

But whatI have chiefly in view now, is 
to urge you to'a diligent Care in improving 
Nia evety * Opportunity for the Benefit of your 
Souls; which (whatfe ever the Degree ‘may be) are uh- 
queftionably more or lefs diftempered; and, being of in- 
finitely greater Value’ than’ your Bodies, demand° that 
Sovereign and neceflary Cure, w ‘hich Religion alone can 
afford. \ 

You will have ‘in this InrrrMARy frequent Opportu- 
nities of hearing or reading the Scriptures and eink ae 

00 


both for Reco- 


UETy; 


and a: Reli- 


ion. 


4s ” 


a. 
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Five Religious Books, of attending Prayers, Sermons, and 
Opportunities in a Sacraments, and of converfing wita fome 
ewell-regulated fj ivitual Guide—If all thefe be duly im- 
Infrmary, viz. “>, 4¢ed, you may have Reafon to blefs 
God for evely one of them. © : 
You have Bibles in each Ward; oh! let them 
not lie negleGted. If yoware able to do it, read 
them yourlelf, or elie get another to read them to you; but 
daily, one. way or other, keep up an Acquaintance with 


Reading. 


the Contents of that divine Book, as you have Opportu- 
nity, and the State of your Health wil] permit: —Above all, 
be mindful to read fuch Portions of Scripture, as are moft 
fuitable to your own Cafe; and left you fhould be at a Lofs 
where to find proper Paflages, I have pointed out the fol- 
lowing, as particularly fit for the Perufal and moft ferious 
Confideration of fick Perfons, efpecially thofe in an Infir- 
mary,—-and defore you begin to read them, always make- 
ufe of fome fuch * Prayer as That drawn up for this Pur- 
pofe under the THIRD SpiRITUAL Direction, which re- 
Jates to the Manner of reading the Scriptures profitably. — 
Suitable Ejaculations too while you read, will not, I hope, 
be forgotten. | 


The Book of Fab. - Pfalm LXXUL. 
Pfalm V1. LXXVILI. 

Pepin 6 8 | LXXXVIII. 
XXXII. Cil, 
XXXIV. CU. 
XXXVI. CVII. 

XLI. : ~CXVI, 
XLIX. CXXX.. 
Lh, CXXXIX, 
1 | CXLYV. 


LXXI. Evcclefiafies X11. 


* This Colle& from our Liturgy for the fecond Sunday in Ad- 
vent is of the fame Kind, and may be ufed occafionally. 

«¢ Blefled God, who haft caufed all Holy Scriptures to be written . 
‘© for OUR Learning, grant that I may in fuch wile, hear them, 
“ ead, mark, learn, and inwardly digef them, that by Patience 
“¢ and Comfort of thy Holy Word, I may embrace and ever hoid 
s¢ fat theblefled Hope of everlafting Life, which thou hait given 
“6 me in our Savicur Jefus Chrift. AMEN,” . 

C' 3 Tjaiab 
ee | 
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| Laiah XXV. — Ephefians V. 
a ek a vi 
‘toy 4 Noah Philippe’ “1 MT. 
Jeremiah I,” IE 
IT. 1 Theffalon. 1. v. 
XXXI. Hebrews' XI. 
The Book of Lamentations: XI. 
Fofea VI. XIII. 
XIV. james. 
Micah Vil. 1 Peter T. ' 
be Ait Baa beh one § 9 
ens XXV. : IV. 
XXVI. 2 Peter Ill, 
XXVITI, 1 Fobn I. 
Romans V. If. 
VIN, | Iif. 
XI. Revelat. Y1. 
1 Corinth, XV. Ill. 
2, Corinth. vk XXII. 


. XXII. 
XI, : 


To apply ‘and profit by thefe Chapters, will demand 
the fame Care and Attention on your Parts, as was re- 
quired on mzné to collect them ; and that I can affure you 
was nota little--Let me therefore intreat you: by no 
Means to pafs over them with Difregard, or Indifference. 
‘They are of the utmoft Importance to you: Confider 
them as fuch.—Paufe upon them :—Take fome weighty 
and comfortable Vetfe to lay up in your AZemory, that you 
may MEDITATE upon it by Night as well as by Day.— 
The Texts of Scripture, that, in feveral Infirmaries, 
are written on the Walls, in the refpeCtrve Wards, may, 
by the Bleffing of God, be very u/eful, if thus Serivufly 
read, and reflected upon, 

But befides your principal and conftant Inftrutor the 
BrsLe, you will ftand in need of other pious Books, the 
judicious Choice of which, is a Matter of much greater 
Confequence, than Perfons of your Education: can be 
fuppofed to apprehend. You will therefore find cat 

I the 
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the Sprrrruat Directions, a Lift of fuch as are thought 
moft ufeful under your Circumftances. Some of thefe 
may either belong to you, or elfe you may have’ an Op- 
portinity of borrowing.—Excellent Inftructions are to be 
drawn from any of them, and when you have chofen and 
obtained fuch as you apprehend may beft fupply your. 
Wants, let me intreat you to make frequent Ule of 
‘them.—Particularly remember that Books, which con-. 
tain Forms * of Prayer are not to be read only at your 
Devotions, but you are to ftudy them carefully; to ac- 
quaint yourfelf with the true Senfe and Meaning of every 
Expreflion, that you may underftand clearly what you 
afk, or what you utter, and why? without which your 
Prayers will be but vain Babblings. 

Tis true, if you are confined to your Bed, by any 
acute Inefs, that requires + Re/?, and will not admit of 
aitentive Thoughts, Reading muft be impracticable-— 
-, But there are fo many Patients. in other Circumftances, 

that I thought this Advice very proper for them, efpeci- 
ally as the znaéfive State in which they are forced to be, 
may be a Means of contracting an Habit of Idlenefs, if 
they be not direéted to fome ufeful fedentary Employ- 
ment; and ifa Number be capable of fitting to any Kind 
of Work together, (which is often the Cafe) then one; 
who can read well, may read to the reft, while they fol- 
low their Bufinefs, but not with fo loud a Voice as to 
difturb any Perfon to whom that might be prejudicial; all 
which may be left to the Judgment of the MATRON ; 
and it may, by the Bleffing of God, turn out to a good 
Account. © 
Prajtrt You will hear Prayers, fuited to the Genera- 
lity of Patients, read in your Wards feveral 


* Such as Bifhop Gib/cz on Family Devotion, Fenks’s Devotions, 
&c. &c. 

+ Though Perfons in a State of great Weaknefs are incapable of 
doing any Thing, they ought to remember that there are PASSIVE as 
well as ACTIVE Duties ; that is to fay, they may glorify God, and 
give Proofs of Obedience, not only by Doing, but by Suffering. The 
Soldier of Chrift is not always in AGuon, but fometines appointed to. re- 
main fill, and to watch in the appointed Station; and bleffed is that 
Servant whom-his Lord at bis conung foall find fo doing. 

we . Times 
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‘Times in a Week.—Attend to them d:/gently ;—endea- 
vour to keep your Mind attentive to every Sentence; and 
Jabour to make every Prayer your own, by offering it up 
to God with Faith, Humility, and Devotion, always re- 
membering, that whatever Prayers you may dear, or even 
fpeak, they are not your Prayers, unlefs they exprefs the 
real Sentiments of your cum Soul before that God, whe 
Searches all Hearts, and tries the Reins of the Children of 
Men ;—and is greatly difpleafed with thole whe draw nigh 
unto him with their Mouth, and honeur him with their 
Lips, while ther Fearts * are far from him. Such Pre- 
tences to Prayer are an Abomination to the Lord, 

If the particular Method of public Worthip ere fhould 
be fomething different from what you have been accuf- 
tomed to, don’t allow yourfelf to make Exceptions and 
find Fault; but be thankful for the Advantages you have, 
and make-the de/? Ufe of them.—Such Places as thefe are 
not proper Scenes for Di/putes about Religion, nor are 
the Days of Afiiction proper Sea/ons for them. 

The Faith of all real Chriftians is, inthe main, one, as — 
to the grand Articles of it.—The Bleffings, which we 
afk of God, are, in the main the fame; wz. That He 
would pardon our Sins,—and cleanfe our Hearts by his 
Holy Spirit,—and enable us through a Principle of Faith 
and Love, to live foberly as to ourfelves, righteoufly as to 
our Neighbour, godit/y + as to our heavenly Father ; and 
fo to improve all our Enjoyments and Afflictions, that 
we may all be fit for Heaven, and at laft may @// meet 
there. 

Thefe are Sentiments to which every good Man can 
join, and at the End of which he will be fure to put his 
hearty AMEN}; for indeed he ought never to withhold it, 
when he has an Opportunity of joining. in fuch Petuuons 
as exprefs the very Vitals of Religion; whether thefe Ex- 
preffions are, or are notin frequent Ufe in the fevcral Con- 
gregations with whom he has ufually affociated. 

If Sermons be preached in the INFIRMARY 
(as it may reafonably be fuppofed they ofien 
will) obferve efpecially what is moft fustable to your wx 

* Matt, xv. 8. + Titus i. 12. 


4 Cale, 


Sermicis. 
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Cafes lift up your Heart to God for a Bleffing ,before 
the Difcourfe begins *, and when it is ‘ended;—and, if 
you ‘have an Opportunity of converfing with other Pa- 
tients, be ready to ta/é over what youhave heard, in ani 
humble, thankful Manner, that you may get Good by it, 
and retain any ferious Impreffions that have been made. 
As for the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, 
it is no doubt a ufeful and excellent Ordi- 
nance, admirably fitted to adminifter Confelation and 
Eftablifhment to Chriftians under all’ their Trials ;—to 
awaken their Graces,—and to confirm their good Refo-~ » 
Jutions, by» reminding them of the Atonement of Chritt, 
and by reprefenting-his:dying Love. | 
- Bat-l befeechiand: charge you; that you do not attend 
the Sacrament.in a:carelefs Manner, or as if you thought 
it would work like a Charm, and that the external Per- 
formance’ of that Action would be of any Significancy to 
_ your Salvation,: unlefs it be attended with a ively Fatth + 
in Curist, ‘unfeigred Repentance for all your Sins, and 
_fincere Purpofes.of better’Obedience,—On thefe Principles 
yOu areto regard nt! ton Lov .o 
As a REMEMBRANCE of the Death of Chrift :—particu- 
larly his Sufferings in his Chara@ter—in his Body—in his 
Soul for:your Saket 4) io uy) ‘ 
As @ SEAL of the Covenant, which is confirmed in this 
holy Solemnity, and by which allitrue Believers are intitled 
sto every Bleffing ;—paiticularly Pardon of Sin—Afiiftance 
of the Holy Spirtt—and eternal Life. | 
Asa BanceE of your Chriftian Love ¢ to all your Brethren 
‘in Chrifi, however they may be diftinguifbed from each ather 
in their different Forms of Profeffions, or Ranks in Lifes 
parcuary acknowledging yourielves in the moft folemn 
anner to be the Children of one Almighty Father—Re- 
deemed by one Saviour—and Heirs of one, and the fame 
immortal Glory. | . 
Refle&t upon thefe Ends and Purpofes, that you may 
fee how far you defire to. comply with them ;—-Examine 
yourfelf as to the Truth of Religion,.in your. Heart,— 
* See DiRECTION the SECOND, where you will find a Form: of 
each Kind, + Heb. iv. 2. + ied Onn Rit. 353” F : 
. } an 


Sacrament. 
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and your Advance or Decline in it.—Meditate upon the 
Deartu of Curist ;—read thofe Portions of Scriptures 
which defcribe his * Sufferings ;—or efpecially refer to 
them,—and join to thefe the Affiftance of the beft human 
Writers, that may fall in your Way +;—but, above all, 
endeavour to bring along with you f, to the Table of the 
Lord, that Humitiry and Faira;—that Love and 
Devorion, which may make your Attendance accepta- 
ble to Chrift, and ufeful to yourfelf. 

And when yow have received: the Communion, endea- 
vour to carry it in your AZemory and Heart CONTINUALLY, 
and bear your Affiictions like one that has feen the Re- 
prefentation of a fuffering Saviour ;—that has received 
fuch Favours from’ him,—and lies under fuch great and 
folemn Obligations to ferve him all your Life long. | 

" eee Atfuch Times e/pecially (though not at fuch 
reid od. Di- Times on/y) it will be your great Wifdom to 
wal Guide, : 

make Ufe of the Opportunity you may have 

for converfing with fome /piritual Guide.—The Minifter 

who officiates, if he be that worthy Man, whom I hope. 
you will a@/ways find him, will not look upon you with 

Indifference, or be lefs folicitous about your eternal State, 

becaufe you are Poor; well knowing that every Soul is 

equally valuable in the Sight of its Creator, and that 
there is ** One Thing needful’ in every Station of Life 

from the higheft to the lowelt. 


That done, the Pooreft can no Wants endure, 
But that not done, the Richeft muft be Poor. 


Nay more, fuch a Minifter will not be content himfelf 

with reading the Forms of PRAYER, or going through 
OTHER OUTWARD Parts of Worfhip ; but he will be glad 
to converfe § with every Perfon of the Infirmary, as Ne- 


* See particularly Matt. xxvi, xxvii. Mark xv. Luke xxii, xxiii. — 
Sohn xvill, xix. 

+ See Dr. Wilfon (the late Bifhop of Manz) on the Lord’s Sup- 
per; or Henrys Communicant’s Companion. 
- J See DrrecTion the SEVENT4., 

§ See Direction the FirTH. 


ceffity 
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ceffity may require, and his other Engagements permit.— 
Tt will be the very ‘Fay of his Heart, to fee that you are 
impreflid with the Hand of God, while it 1s fmiting you *, 
and that you will give him an Opportunity of contributing 
to your Improvements in Divine Knowledge, and Chri- 
ftian Piety.—He will gladly deny himfelf in fome agreeable 
Vifits abroad, or entertaining Studies at home, that he 
may, by this humble Office of Chriftian Charity, con- 
tribute to the Glory of God, and the Salvation of a Soul, 
which is to exift for ever. 

And, befides the Affiftance you may receive from him, 

who is fo sind as to give youhis staTeD Attendance, 
OCCASIONAL Accefs will not be denied to the Minifter of 
your own Pari/b or Congregation +, who, if he be within 
Reach, and underftand his own Duty and Jntere/?, will 
be glad of an Opportunity of vifiting you, and converfing 
ferioufly with you.u—He will even blefs God with all his 
Hivart for it, both as it may be a Means of pre/ent Ser- 
vice, and may open a Profped&t, in cafe you fhould reco- 
ver, of his greater Ufefulnefs to you tn the Courfe of his 
future Miniitry.—And confequently will farther eftablifh 
his Title to that zzvaluable Promife, and that diffinguif/hed 
Reward, ‘ ‘They that turn many to Righteoufnefs, fhall 
¢ fhine like Stars in the Firmament.” — Dan. xii. 3. 
_ Make ufe of this bappy Concurrence of Circumftances. 
—Lay open to the one, or the other, or both, the State 
of your Soul.—Hear their Advices, Inftructions, and 
Prayers,—and expre(s an unfeigned Gratitude to them for 
all the 4nd Offices which they are ever ready to do you, 
in thefe Circumftances of Humiliation and Dittrefs. 

I farther reminded you, in the Beginning of this little 
‘Fieatife, that as there are many AZercies, which you re- 
ceive here, fo alfo it is a Place where you are furrounded 

with many Obdjeé?s and Circumffances, which may be very 
ufeful to you, if it be not your own Fault. 


* Sam. xxvi. 10. 


_ + Care is taken, that Patients of aLL PERsuasioNs may be fo 
difpofed, as to be attended in the Manner they defire. See Nor- 
_ thampton Infirmary Statutes, Page 46. 

. SEC T- 


Ani | 


"§ Rev. ix. 6. 
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Advice to a Patient, confidering him as furrounded 
with feveral inftructive Objects and Circumftances. 


\ 


Advice on fee- Yeu fee around you many under great 
ag dbp | and heavy Affiictions, perhaps much greater 
aks peal «ti your own.—And in a// that you-fee, and 
in all that you feel, you may perceive the fad Confequen- 
ces and Effects of Sin.—’Tis Sin that has, as it were, 
turned the World into one GREAT INFIRMARY.— Tis 
Sin that has introduced all the Evils which we experience, 
and which we bebold.—’ Tis Sin that forces the compaffion- 
ate Father of Men to have recourfe to fuch /marting Rods; 
to humble and reform his thoughile/s, foolifh, rebellious Chil- 
dren. Lay it to Heart, and pray earnefily, that God 
would blefs a// thefe Things to you, and to your Fellow- 
Sufferers. : | ) | 
Think alfo of the infinite Love and Compaffion of the 
Lorp Jesus CuristT, in bearing far more fevere Pains 


and Torments for you than you now feel, or than any of 


our Fellow- Patients endure.—And once more think, if 
the Chaftifing Strokes of God’s Kod be fo painful and 
grievous, what muft the Fiercenefs of his Wrath in HEL 


‘be ?—What mutt thofe miferable Spirits endure, whom 


God has FOR EVER caf? away from his Prefence * ?—who 
are tormented in that Flame + prepared for the Devit and HIs 
ANGELS { ;—who have no Eye to pity them ;—no Hand 
to relieve them ;—and no Hope of being releas’d, even 
by Death itfelf; which they call for, and it flzes from 
them §.—Oh how agonizing the Confideration! that Time 
and .Deatu are fled from their Call; and that De/pair 
and Horror muft be their Portion for evermore. 
Learn Patience under your own Afflictions, when you 
fee others, perhaps, fo much-worfe than yourfelf;—or, 


-it may be, languifhing while you are recovering ;—-grow- 


ing wor/e inftead of better, under the mo/f proper Applica- 
* Pfalm li. 11. + Luke xvi. 2A. , obk Matt..xxv. 41. 


trons, 
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tions, and drawing near to the Grave. You may per- 
_ haps fee fome poor Creatures under the Neceffity gf lofing 
precious and afeful Limbs for the Prefervation of their 
‘Lives—Learn then, from every fad Spectacle of this 
Kind, to refle& how much more reafonable it is to give 
up the deareft Lufts, when they threaten, as they cer- 
tainly all do, the Life of our Souts.—How well is it 
worth our while to cut off a Right Hand, or pluck out @ 
Right Eye *, rather than by criminal Indulgence to 
_ bring Ruin-upon ourfelves, and be caft into Hell, where, 
as our Lorp tells us (THRICE, within the Compafs of 
1x Vertes) their Worm dieth not, and (as He teftifies FIVE 
“Times within the same Compafs) that the Fire 1s not 
quenched, Mark ix. 43, 445 45» 40 47s 48. 
eA oth, You have alfo, perhaps, Spectacles 
oe on fee- of Mortality about you; Death may — 
ie Spectacles of : : A 
Mortality. come into the very Ward in which you 
are lodged, and you may fee a dead 
Corpfe, lying for a little while'in the very next Bed +.— 
Oh ! lay it to Heart:—Look upon that awful Sight,— 
and think what is become of the Soul that lately dwelt 
sin. that forfaken Clay!—What a great Change has it 
~ already proved! An Hour or two ago it was with you, 
and its Fellow-Patients ;—but Now it is with Angels, ox 
with Devils,—triumphing in the Prefence of CurisT, 
or bemoaning itfelf in Chains of Darknefs. “ So (may 
«¢ you fay to yourfelf) so muft I in a Uttle while, even 
«¢ though God fhould blefs the Means of my Recovery 
“ from my prefent Ilnefs; so muft I in a few Years, and 
S¢ perhaps in a few Days, lie cold among the Dead—and 
& 50 muft this immortal Sout, this t2o much neglected 
«¢ Sprrir of mine, be an everlafting Inhabitant of Hea- 
S¢ yen or of Hell.—Lord, quicken me by this awful Pro- 


3 * Mat. v. 29- 
+ It is-well known, that it is ufual in INFIRMARIES very quickly 
to remove Corpfes into the Deap-HovsE, to prevent the Inconve- 
mience which might. arife from their continuing Jong among the 
Patients.—-Neverthelefs, while the Spectacle is before their Eyes, 
it is fo affetting, that I could not but think fit to touch upon it. 
. D se yidence 3 


“~ 
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** vidence ;—-and fo teach me to number my Days, that 1 
“° may apply my Heart unto true * /Vijdom.” : 
foe os 4 (nce. more confide, that the Providence 
» Advice on hav- of God has brought you into.a Place, where, — 
Bind eth igi you may have an Opportunity of 

Cat doing fome fort.of Good; which you fhould 

moft joyfully embraces, to the -utmoft of your 
-Power.—How ull foever you are, you may perhaps do 
Some Good,—as an Example ot Patience, and of Grati- 

tude,—by a quiet Submiffion to, God’s Hand,—by a 
» thankful Compliance with all the Methods of Cure,—and 
by behaving with a becoming. Refpect. to thofe who have 

the Care.ot you,~—endeavouring to make that Care as 
* light-and eafy to them as you can, and to give them as 

little Trouble as poffible. 0. 1 vy 
uy If i pleafe God, that you recover a little, 
if under your IlInefs you are capable of 
moving about, which is oftew the Cafe, 
there are many other Ways, by which you may, perhaps, 
be ufeful inthe InFiRMARY.—F or In/lance;—by Reading 
to others,—-and by teaching..them to read; by learning 
« fome of them to write. and caft Accompts;—or by. in- 
ftructing them in the Catechifm, @c—by Working for 
them ;—or by dffting, which in Duty you ought, under 
the Dire€tion of the MaTRon, in attending upon others ; 
—and by taking proper Times and Seafons of /peaking to 
your Fellow. Patients, comforting them under their Pains 
and Sorrows, by advifing them for their fpiritual Good,— 
and cautioning them tenderly and affectionately againtt any 


Advice in Cafe sie 
of Amendment. 


Kas) 


thing which you.fee amifs in their Conduét. , 

You will yourfelf find the Pleafure, the Benefit, the 
Reward ot tnis; and therefore you will not think 1 reckon 
. improperly zhis amongft the Circumftances which may be 
ujeful to you, if it be not your own Fault.’ 

eV ae If you find no immediate Benefit by the 
Advice, f 79 Method uled for your Kecovery, be not 
Relief foould as ore 
he cbteined,  tmpatient,—nor by any means envy fuch 

as do, Sufpect not the Sél/, or the Faith- 

fulnefs of thofe who have the Care of you; for the Pry- 
**Pfalm. xc. 12. 

ae - SICIANS 
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SICIANS of PRiNcEs are often unfucce/sful, and even the - 
ROYAL Patient grows worfé and worfe under their Care; - 
_=—nay, the moff judicious PHYSICIANS THEMSELVES are at . 
laft obliged to {ubmit to Death.—If therefore you do re- 
ceive any Benefit, be very thankful to God for it, though 
the Amendment be ever fo fmall;—or if no Relief cAN 
be obtained *, yet remember that it is Gop’s WILL 3%" 
—what HE orders (who is wise as well as GooD) is 
always beft;—and if fubmitted to and improved, will. 
turn toyour everlaffing Advantage. ; | 

But if you fhould recover, be not unmind- 
ful, when you leave the Infirmary, to report 
what Goed you have feen and received there, 
with Thankfulrefs Particularly: for’ fome Time. after 
.you have reecived this Benefit, return Thanks to God for. 
your Recovery, ufing the Prayer for this Purpofe in D1-. 
RECTION the SECOND? of any otlier to the fame Effea.—. 
And as for what mayhave been amifs (which Lhope in fuch. 
Societies will ‘be wery little) do not blaze it abroad, to. 
promote ‘a‘Prejudice againft fuch Places, which would 
be wery ungrateful, and “very mifehievous; but give proper 
_ Hints of irinetheifirft Place to the Officers;»or fuperior. 
Servants within the’Houfe; and if ‘that fliould not be. 


Advice, in cafe 
of Recovery. 
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found fufficient; thento the Governors, or Truftees, who, — 


*¥Tf this thould be the Cafe of irreligious Perforis, furely they. fhould’ 
not delay an Hour or a Moment; but z/tantly prepare for the una~, 
voidable and approaching Change.—If Religzoas People are in thefe 
Circumftances they will know the Value of the following PROMISES, 
namely, «Fear thou not, for I am with thee: Be not difmayed, for I 
 “ am thy God: I will firengthen thee, ‘yen, I will help thee, yea, I 

‘¢ cull uphold thee with the Right Hand of my Righteoufnes.” See. 
eoTfalah wxlis ror) At ole) me Serteees ork ¥ ayy) , 

‘Yea, though I walk through the Valleyof ihe Shadow. of 
“¢ Death, I ewill fear no Evil, for, Thou art with me, thy Rod and 
thy Staff comfort me... See Plalm xxii 4.°, cee 

‘© My Fichh and my. Heart faileth: but God is the Sirength of my 
°% Heart, and my Portion for ever.” See Pfalm Ixxii. 26. nee 

_ ‘Thanks be io, God, which giveth us the Viéiory, through our Lord 
& Fefus Chrifs”?  See:1 Core xv..57- SAN a : 

-Thefe comfortable and precious Promifes, if FIxED in the Me- » 
mory, and rendered familiar to the Mind, will, I doubt not, revive 
the Heart, when no Cordial can fupport the finking Body. “* 
3 stele wir a bteein oi owed eed ts te d will 
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will always have it in their Power to reétify what has 

really been wrong.—Such refpeétful Remonftrances will 

Oe well taken, and may be the Means of doing 
ood. : . 


Advice on Dif- 
miffion. 


And it is very probable you will, at your 
going out of the /nfirmary, have fome little 
Treaties given you, fuitable to the Circum- 
ftances of your Recovery: Read them with Diligence and 
Care,—lay it ferioufly to Heart,—and charge it on your 
Confcience, that you never, never, forget the Vows you 
bave made in Trouble *, and the merciful Hand that has 
brought you out of it. | 

‘The FrrgNDLY ADVICE + you are now reading, which 
will ftill remain in your Poffeffion, may have its future as _. 
well as prefent Ufe;—and as for the Sprrrruat DireEc- 
TIONs at the End of it, They will at @// Times be equally 
your Concern ;—and I hope will be made much more /a- 
miliar toyour Mind by continued Ufe.—One of the firft good 
Effects of which will certainly be your conftant Attendance 
(at leaft weekly) on PusLic ORDINANCES ;—and efpe- 
cially the SACRAMENT, for you will eafily perceive, that 
many of the Thoughts ere fuggefted will have a Ten- 
dency both to convince you of the Jmportance of fuch 
Inftitutions, and to prepare you for an Improvement of 
them, agreeable to the great Purpofes defigned in their 


Appointment. he ts . 
The Conchsfion. To conclude—This is plaiz, but /erious, 
| and I hope, /uitable Advice. I once more 
recommend it to. your ATTENTIVE and REPEATED Pe- | 
rufal, hoping it may engage your particular Regard, as ° 
coming from the Hand of a PHysic1an ;—a Confidera- - 

af * Pfalm Ixvi. 14. Behe 

+ This Frisnpty ADVICE toa PATIENT, is given away at 


the Northampton Infirmary (and at feveral others) to all the Qvt —— 


as well as In-Patients, on thetr Admiffion, by the Chairman, who 
ftriftly enjoins them to-make a proper Ufe of it; not only while 
they continue PATIENTS, but fo long as it fhall pleafe God to fpare 
their Lives after they. are difcharged. 

Bithop Gibjox's SeR10us Advice to Perfons lately recovered from 
Sicknels, is likewife given away at this Infirmary, and at moft- 
ethers, to all fuch Patients as have received a Cure there. 3 

tion, 


Frienpry Apvice fod PATIENT. 29. 
tion, methinks, which fhould at leatt affeét thofe Patients: 
who are under my perfonal Care.—At the fame Time, I 
recommend you to the Protéedction of Heaven—heartily 
withing your Recovery from your IJnefs, if it.be the 
Will of an All-wife and Gracious Gop ;—and (however - 
that may be) a religious Improvement of thele °* compara- 
6 tively light Afflictions:*, which are but for a Moment, 
<< that they may work out for you a far more exceeding 
s¢ and eternal Weight of Glory.” rent ee : 
~ To have contributed in avy Degree to foexcellent an 
End, wi'l’be at‘once my Delight avd Reward.—l ten+ 

derly commiferate your’Calamity, I regard you as a Par» 
taker of the fame Human Nature, and Coriftian Profel- 
fion.—I défire to approve myfelf your fincere well Wither, 
by every Office of Humanity and Charity within my 
Power; and have therefore for your Good, and as what 
[I apprehend to be my Duty, given you this very im~- 
pottant, aiid very friendly Apvice: In the trict Ob» 
fervance of which you'will promote your own moft va- 
Tuable Interefts, and'my inexpreffible Satisfation. “This 
is ‘a Return which I may reafenably expect on your Part, 
‘and I here requef? it of you—and may’God Almighty 
affit with his Bleffing the Endeavours on both Sides, »that 
in the Great Day of Accounts, neither of them: may be 
found fruitdefs.-- i . sans 

‘Northampton, 


Tilly gylatka Bi James STONHOUSE, 


The whole of this Apvice reviewed, and fummed 
eee SOEoia a PRAYER. rates 


Lmighty God, the Father of our Lord 
ay ans ibaa A jokie Chri, I'adore thee as the wife 
onfeffion. » vers 3 
ye ~ and gracious Governor of ail thy Creaturés, 
and the fovereign Difpofer of all Events.—I acknowledge 
thy Hand in the Affictions under which I now labour ; 
“and I'confefs, that they are fer le/s than mine Iniquities 
\ have deferved.—-And O may | have Wildom and Grace 
POH HUGH To MUTE Co Hy ENS FW GL eet 
ator “' a ‘Hao a 3 to . 
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to improve the affliGting Stroke of thy Rod, and difcern 
Him, who has appointed it; and though this Calamity is 
not joyous, but grievous; may it hereafter bring forth in me 
the peaceable Fruit of Righteoufnefs. 

oe I thank thee, O Lor’p, that I am 
Theaset ye: oupht into ‘this Infirmary: 1 praife thee 
for all the Accommodations, Refrefhment, Comfort and 
Help I have here: I glorify thee, that thou haft put it 
into the Hearts of our kind Benefa€tors, to provide fuch 
Places of Reception for Perfons in my Circumftances. 
O may thy Bleffing attend all fuch Friends to Mankind; 
and mayeit thou direét and profper all their Endeavours 
for my Good, and that of others in the fame afflicted 
Condition. ; : 
Prayer for'lin- 4, my Ways, and turn again unto thee.— 
ne ad of May I improve the Lafose of fuch a State 


as this to examine my own Heart; and may 


I be led to form a right Judgment of myfelf !—If I am yet 
an uareformed Sinner, difcover to me, I befeech thee, my 
‘Danger, and my Mifery; and give me, by thy renewing 
Spirit, an unfeigned Repentance towards God, and a 
erue Faith in Chrift, that I may turn from every Sin, and 
devote myfelf for ever to thy Service.—If I am already 


_. ina State of Acceptance with thee, ftrengthen, I befeech 


‘thee, all my Graces more and more, and tubdue all the 
Remainders of Sin in my Heart; and particularly, teach 
me Righteoufnefs by thofe Things which I now fuffer. 
ay I, O my Gop, religioufly improve 
Prayer for Im- all the Advantages I here enjoy: May I 
| provement i carefully read thy Word, thankfully receive 
Rik sig ~ the Admonitions of thy Minifters, heartily 
join in their Petitions, and devoutly remem= 
ber my Saviour’s Death, efpecially at the Sacraments 
and may all thefe Sights of Sorrow and Diftrefs, lead me 
to refle& on the Evil of Sin, and on the Love of 
Curist, manifefted in thofe Sufferings which he en- 


Grant, O Lorn, that I may fearch and 


—<? 


k 
! 


-dured for my Sake: He went about doing Good; O 


may 1, when I have an Opportunity of doing it here, 
embrace the Occafion with Readinefs aay i 
| Lorp, 
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Lorp, if it be thy heavenly Will, (for 
Prayer for Suc- without thy Concurrence, vain is the Skill 
Fear % of the moft judicious Phyfieian) give Suc- 
For Support. cefs to the Means employed for my Reco- 
~ very, and reftore me to Health, Comfort, 
and Ufefulnefs again. —But if thou feeft fit, in thine un- 
erring Wifdom, to deny my Requeft, ‘* thy Will be 
‘¢ done!” yet fupport me under the moft incurable Evils. 
*¢ Grant that | may not think it long to wait zy Leifurey 
‘© who art pleafed to wait fo long for the Return of a 
‘© Sinner. Let me fee Love in thy Rod, as well as 
s¢ Justice in all thy Dealings: And while my outward 
6 ov decays, may the inner Man be renewed Day by 
c6¢ a i hie 
: O Lorp, if thou art pleafed that this Vifi- 
ies an ealy and vation fhall be a Sicknefs unto Death, and 
appy Death. ‘ a6 
that HERE I muff die, prepare me for that 
dreadful Hour; give me an eafy and comfortable Paflage 
out of this Life, and take me into thy heavenly Prefence, 
where Sin and Sorrow fhall be no more. This, and 
whatever elfe thou feeft neceflary or expedient for me, 
I befeech thee to grant, for the Sake of Jefus Chrift my 
Lord, into whofe Hands | defire daily to commit m 
Spirit; and to whom, with Thyfelf and the Holy Ghoft, 
I would afcribe everlafting Praifes. Amen. 
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N. B. The Petitions of this Prayer are all independent one of another, 
fo that could it be learnt by Heart, the Patient might repeat any one of 
them feparately, and by adding his hearty Amen to it, make q fort 
and diftinct Prayer of it without avearying bimfelf, or diftrefing pent 
Nature, which frequently requires Reft, 
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32 4 List of fome Reticrous Books. 
A Lift of fome Religious and Infiruétive Books, for the In- 
formation of thofe who have not yet feen, ar ufed thems 
but particularly recommmended to charitable Perfons,° who 
give fuch to the Indigent, or Sick. 
AS it is no unufual, and a very valuable A& of Beneficence to. 
** prefent religious Books (the Choice of which is really ‘an im- 
portant Concern) to the INFIRMARIES, for the farther Edification 
of the Patients, I have here fubjoined a Liit of fuch as appear to me 
greatly’conducive to fo charitable a Defion.—Yet I mutt here de- 
_ clare, that I would by no Means be thought to difiate to any 
whofe Education may enable them to make a proper Choice for 
themfelves, nor wifh to exclude other Books equally pious and edi- 
fying.—Let it only be confidered, that many Perfons well qualified 
both to read and judge, and many who have the beft Difpofitions 
to ‘propagate and improve religious Principles, may probably be 
Strangers to fome of the valuable Treatifes here recommended.—I 
would further intreat from the Candour of my Reader, that He 
would not think me under an Obligation to defend every Peculia- 
rity, Sentiment, or Expreflion of an Auihor, whofe ‘Treatife I 
approve iz general, and therefore recommend.—It is the truly 
Chriftian Spirit, the pious Defign, and the manifeft Ufefulnefs of 
the Work, to which I have conftantly attended, and not any 
particular Opinion, or Tenet of the Writer. 
Bithop Gafrell’s Chriftian Inftitutes oy 2mo, fixth Edition, Price 
ae 2G. 6. ds , 
- We have in this excellent Book the whole Duty of a Chriftian 
taught in the very. Words of Scripture, and fuch Texts as {uit every 
Condition, and Circumftance in Life, placed in Order under their 
feveral Heads. | ; yf ; 
Dr. Barrow on Contentment, Patience and Refignation, of which 
there have been various Editions (in 12mo, Price 1s. 6d.) _ 
_ This Author is, juitly diftinguithed by. his powerful..and.clofe 
Reafoning. ) . . 
Dr. Worthington on Refignation r2mo, fifth’ Edition, Price 
ash OR ree 10 hat +e, 
“Dr. Coney’s Companion for a fick Bed (in r2mo, fifth Edition, — 
Rivka ay Se CPN re RO eG ee ee 
Dean Stanbope’s Meditations for fick Perfons (in r2mo, Price 3 d. 
Various Editions.) 
The Whole Duty of Man. 
" Importance of a religious Life (in 12mo, eleventh Edition, Price 
‘o% 
This is an alarming, inftruétive, and elegant little Piece, wrote 
‘by 2 pious and eminent Countellor at Law. 
Mafoa on Self-Knowledge (in 12mo, third Edition, Price 3. s.) 
‘This Treatife is very ufeful, and very much approved. It fhews 
. the Nature and Benefit of that important Science, and the Way to 
: attain 
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attain it; intermixed with various Reflections and Obfervations on 
human Nature.—I muft here intreat my Reader’s Indulgence to 
excufe one short Remark, viz. That amongft the ae Exhorta- 
tions given by wife Men of all Ages to purfue this neceflary Know- 
ledge, fcarce any are more happily expreffed than thofe by two 
Writers of our own Country,. viz. the late Mr. Pope in his Ejay 
on Man; and the Reverend Mr. Browue in his Sunday Thoughts. 


‘© *Tis Virtue only makes our Blifs below, 
«© And all our Knowledge is OURSELVES TO KNOW.” 


* Be oft in Self-Infpeétion; KNOW THYSELF, 
‘¢ (Next thy bleit Maker, next thy Saviour known) 
“« Beft, happieft Science Man can reach to know.” 


Dr. Woodward's fair Warnings to a carelefs World (in 12mo, 
fourth Edition, Price 2 s.) 
Dr. Watts’s Love of God, and its Influence on all the Paffions 
(in 12mo, third Edition, Price 2. s. 6. d.) 

This is a pathetic Addrefs to the Heart, which I could wifh in 
the Hands of Perfons of almoft every Rank ; for upon the whole I 
{carcely know a more important Book, as it fhews the right Ufe 
as well as the notorious Abufe of the Paffions in Matters of Reli- 
gion, and points out the happy Medium between the rapturous ~ 

Flights, and even indecent Expreffions of Enthufiafts on the one 
Hand, and the dry Reafonings and cold Addreffes of the Luke- 
warm on the other. The extravagant Sallies, wild Tranfports, 
and heated Imaginations of the former, will often, in the Judgment 
of the latter, feem nearly approaching to Madnefs, and be ridiculed ~ 
as fuch.—So far as they are exceflive and irrational, they are un- 
queftionably blameable, and moft carefully to be avoided; yet 
grateful Acknowledgments, and the humble Approaches of a de- 

endent reafonable Being to an omnipotent Creator and infinitel 

enevolent Benefaétor, demand far different Affections and Expref- 
fions from thofe with which we purfue a mechanical Improvement, 
or demonftrate a mathematical Pecpobion We are to love the 
Lord our God with all our Heart, and with all our Strength, but 
the Expreffions of this Love, where it is equally fincere, will yet be 
different in different Conffitutions.—Prayer, according to my Appre- 
henfions, may not improperly be defined an Addyefs to Heaven, 
enlivened with fuch Degrees of Fervour and Intenfenefs, as our 
natural Temper, influenced by a true Senfe of God and his Attri- 
butes, may produce. 


Nelfon's Practice of true Devotion, in Relation to the End, as well 
as a anon of Religion (in 12mo, tenth Edition, Price 
2 S. >) . | : 
The Author acquaints us in his Preface, that he recommends 
this Method of true Devotion to the Praétice of-fuch Chriftians as. 
are not willing to content themfelves with only a Form of Godlinefsy, 
and who would not be found amongft thofe who go fuch a /auntring 
_ Pace towards Heaven, as if they were indifferent whether they 
arrived, or not, at thofe Manfions of Blifs, Burkitt's 
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Burkitt's Poor Man’s Help, or young Man’s Guide (in 12mo} 
: twenty-eighth Edition, Price 1s.) * * 

Dr. Lucas’s Plain Man’s Guide (in 12me, fourth Edition, Price 


mit hard ch aase 
This is defigned chiefly for Countrymen, Under-tradefmen, 
Day-labourers, and fuch like. - ° ; ' 
Dr. Lucas’s Praétical Chriftianity (in r2mo, fifth Edition, ‘Price 
essa 2s. 6d. siden trans ae 
This is the little Treatife recommended by Sir Richard Steele in 
the Guardian, No. 63. Vol. I. ate 


Boeken 


Dr. Lucas’s Influence of Converfation (in 24mo, Price 2 d. 
Various Editions.) 

The Regulation of our Converfation in all Ages demands the 
utmoft Prudence * and Caution, but {urely in none more than in» 
ours.— This Tra& is level to the Capacity of any ordinary Reader, 
and yet wrote with a Degree of Elegance and Spirit, worthy the 


Attention and Perufal of the moft refined Genius. 
‘Dr. Lucas’s Chriftian Thoughts (in remo, Price 1s.) | 
Green’s Inftru&tions for the Poor (in r2mo, fecond Edition, Price 
3d. a 
This little Tra& thews God’s Gsaies -and Love to the Poor,..- 
and how much it is their Duty and Intereft to pleafe him. - a 
_ Rawiet’s Chriftian Monitor (in r2mo, Price 6d.) - 
Supplement to the te Monitor (m 12mo, fixth Edition, 
| rice 3 d. ) read epee tr iene 
Thefe two Treatifes Gain HERG? ig be fold feparately, nor’can™ 
be ‘too often in the Hands of the ver Clajs of People, being? . 
principally intended for their Infiruétion, 9 8 
Dr. Bates on the Four laft Things, vz. Death, Judgment, Heaven, 
"_.. Hell, (in 12mo, third Edition, Price 2's. 6 ds) 
Truth {peaks in this ineftimable little Book with fuch Authority, 
Perfuafion, and Efficacy, as conitraing the Reader to lay his Hand 
upon his Heart, and moft fenfibly feel that he has a Soul and’ 
Confcience, though he had hitherto lived as if he had neither.’ 
—Dr. Bates is univerfally allowed to have been a Man of ftrong’ 
natural Parts, of great acquired Learning, of moft exemplary’ 
Candour and Moderation.—Such a Vivacity of Imagination as his,’ 
and fuch a Solidity and Depth of Judgment, imrely meet together. 
_—He is well known for the Exaétnefs and Propriety of his Method, 
and the Clearnefs and Delicacy of his Style, infomuch that he 
was by many accounted the Cicero of his Time. The whole 
Works of this elegant Author have lately been reprinted in Folio 
(Price fifteen Shillings), but itis much to be wifhed that a new. 
Edition of this ttle Piece were foon to be publithed /eparately,: 
as it would be of great Ufe to thofe who are’ not able:to pro- 
cure ail his Work i Folio; and as this Pocket’ Edition of the 
Four lait Things zow begins to grow fearce. ae 
. * See DirnecTiox V, 
Pa ee, a Gerbard’s 


A List of jome Rexictous Books. i 4, 


" Gerbara's Meditations, orthe Chriftian’s Support under aN Afflic- 


tions, (in 12mo, fecond Edition, Price 3 s.) 


| Shower’s RefleGions on Time and Eternity, ‘(in 24mo, the fevehth 


_ Edition, Price bound 1s. 6 d.) 


Grove on Secret Prayer, (in 12mo, the fixth Edition, Price 1s.) 
‘This Author is well known for the Excellency of his Theolo- 


“gical Compofitions, and feveral Papers in the Spectators, which have 


been much admired. 


" Bithop Wilfon (late Bithop of Sodor and Man) on the Lord's Supper 


” 


(in 12mo, the twelfth Edition, Price 2s.) 


As there are few religious Subjeéts, which have been more fre- 
quently written upon, and perhaps I might add 4 underftood than 
the Sacrament, I would here recommend this fhort but clear Tract, 


which I moft fincerely with in the Hands of almoft every Commu- 


» nicant, efpecially of the Patiests in all our Infirmaries.—And I 


prefer this to every other on the Subjeét, for the following Reafons; 


_ viz. There are feveral concif2 and affecting Meditations on the mo 


pertinent Texts of Scripture—The queftions propofed for Self:Exa- 
mination, are immediately founded on the Expreffion fo properly 
ufed in our Book of Common Prayer (See Bifhop of Man on ‘the 
Sacrament, Page 26.)—and the whole Communion Service is there 
printed in a large Letter, with w/eful DireGtions and’ /uitable Eja- 


_ culations on the Sides.—So that it is remarkably well calculated to 
_ prevent the Tnconveniency which I have often dbferved with Con- 


<ern, when People are confufed in turning backwards and forwards 


from their Common Prayer Book to their Sacrament Book, at a 
’ Time when their Thoughts fhould be ail’ Attention ‘to the Words 


of the MintsTER ;—whereas fuch a Tra& as this would help devout 


‘Minds, without deverting them from the Duty they are about. 


As the Ufe of this will evidently be confined to thofe’ of the 
Communion of the Church of England, it feems neceffary to add, 
that the Patients who are Diffenters, may with great Benefit. ufe 


_ the following Book, wrote by a worthy, and able Divine of their 
sown, Viz. aes 4 


Henry’s Communicant’s Companion (in 12mo0, the thirteenth Edi- 
. ,| tion, Price 2s. 6 d.) ai 
This is wrote by the celebrated Mr. Matthew Henry, Author of 


_the-Comments on the Bible, in five Volumes Folio.—Itis rather too 


prolix ;. but it has been lately abridged in fo judicious a Manner, 


-as.in my Opinion to be preferable even to the Original itfelf, under 


- the Title. of The Communicant’s Affittant:—Which may be had 


(Price 9 d.) at Mr. Buckland’s in Pater-Nofter-Row. 1 mention 


This, becaufe feveral, who have fent for it, have told me_it was 


out of Print, and not, to be purchafed. 


ie | 


I am fully perfuaded that no Man of Caidour, either of the 
eftablifhed Church, or amongft the Difenters, can take Offence at 
the Recommendation of practical Books wrote by the moft ron 

: and 
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and é¢minent of both Perfuafions.—The Note under Page 23, fhews 


the Neceffity of it; but had it not been abfolutely neceflary, it 


would furely have been expedient.—Piety, Learning, and Merit, 
claim a due Refpeét wherefoever they can be found ; and if we are 
defirous to remove the Prejudices of others, it is abfolutely neceffary 
to lay afide our owz. 


‘Bithop Wiffon's Knowledge of Chriftianity made eafy, (in 12mo, 


eighth Edition, Price 2s. 6d 

Archbifhop Syage’s (late Archbithop of Tuam) Knowledge of Re- 

ligion made eafy to the meaneft Capacity, (in 12mo, eighth 
Edition, Price 2 d.) ‘ 

Archbifhop Syzge’s Anfwer to all the Excufes and Pretences which 
Men ordinarily make for not coming to the Holy Communion, 
(in r2mo, Price 3 d. twenty. fifth Edition.) 

This is fitted to the Apprehenfion even of the common People, 
and very proper to be diitributed. ; 
Archhithop Synge’s Way to eternal Salvation, plainly pointed out, 

(in 12mo, fecond Edition, Price 2 d.) : 

Very ufeful to fuch as want Money to buy, or Leifure to read, 

a large Volume on this important Subjeé. 


“Archbifhop Synge’s Honefty the beft Policy; and his Thoughts for | 


the Cure of Melancholy, are two little Tra&ts which merit a 

due Regard, Price 2 d. each. 
Fenks’sDevotions (in 12mo, twelfth Edition, Price 3 s.) 

This is a moft excellent. and ufeful Book, in which are Con/olations 


fuited to every Dittrefs ; Petitions accommodated to every Exigence; 


proper Prefervatives fuggefted in Cafe of ‘Temptation ; and in-, 
deed, ample Provifiow made for ail the fpiritual Wants of a Chri- 
ftian.—So that it may not-only be very ufeful at the fated Seafon 


of Devotion, but be profitably perufed at any Interval of Leifure. — 
Every Thing this Author penned is truly admirable for its Spiri- — 
tuality, and peculiarly ftriking, as it flowed from his very Heart; — 


though his Stile is not very polite, as he purpofely adapted it to 
the Capacities of the lower Sort—The Reader will find excellent 


’ 


Materials in his Prayers, but they are not fufficiently reduced into ~ 
Order and Method.—Had thefe been more regarded, this w/efid 


Book had been of ftill greater Ufe. I am forry to fay, that in moft 


Books of Devotion the fame Defe& may be obferved; but it has — 


been carefully guarded againft by the late Bifhop of London (Dr. _ 
Gibfom) in his Exhortation to Family Religion, on which Account 
that little Traét merits a particular Recommendation. Ki 


Exhortation to Family Devotion, twelfth Edition, Price 4 d. 
On the Sacrament, ninth Edition, Price 9 d._ 
- On profaning the Sabbath, fourth Edition, Price 2 d, 


On 
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On JIntemperance in Meats and Drinks, feventh Edition, Price 2d, 
Advice to Perfons recovered from Sicknefs, tenth Edition, Price 
. » Three-Halfpence. 
Admonition again fwearing, eighth Edition, Price 3 Halfpence: 
Truft in God, third Edition, Price Three-Halfpence. Defigned by 
Way of Comfort to thofe unhappy Perfons who are fubjef& to 
melancholy Fears. — * | . 
Thefe eight little Tra&ts bound together would be a moft ufeful 
Prefent to ony one, efpecially to the Sick and Indigent, as they 
are very inftructive. ; Oe 
Dr. Grofvenor’s Mourner 3 or the Affliéted relieved, (in. 12mo, 
fourth Edition, Price 1s. 6 d.) 
This excellent little Piece is wrote in fhort Eflays, fomething hke 
the Manner of the Spedfator. I always keep a Number of them by 
me to diftribute, as Opportunity. ferves, immediately after the 
Death of fich of my Patients, whofe Families appear to ftand in 
Need of the Confolations there given, arid who have fhewn, during 
my Attendance, a proper Temper and Difpofition to nmake ufe of, 
and to profit by them.—Addrefles of this Sort, if a! timed, might 
rather do Harm; if made to all, without any Kind of Diftinétion, 
would be frequently looked upon as impertinent, and of courfe be 
difregarded; and therefore, ‘neither to hazard a Mifconttruética 
of the Gift, nor Self-Reproach for the Omiflion of it, requires fome 
Degree of Prudence and Delicacy. 


KS The Defign of recommending fuch a Variety of Books, was prin- 
- cipally that Perfons who give them away, might have more Rooni to- 
chufe, and the Patients to borrow, fuch as they judge moft proper out 
of a Colleftion, wherein it is hoped not one may be found void of In= 
feruction and Uje.—And at the fame Time it may be determined, frons 
the Size and Price, which of them are proper to be diftributed to every 
Patient, or every one in a poor Family, and which muft ferve for iké 
Uje of greater Numbers: As for Inftance, four or more Books of a 
Sortin every Ward of an Infirmary, or one to a vhole Family ; though 
undoubtedly evbere it can be afforded, the Donation to each Perfor ta . 
‘keep, as his oven Property, would be more laftingly ufeul. | 
= t b 
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N. B. Whereas Objections may be made to the more mi- 
nute Explanations annexed to fome of the DirECTIONS, it 


fhould always be remembered, that a ‘Traveller inquiring 


after a Road, to which He is an abfolute Stranger, will 
receive from a frilful Director, fuch Information, as to 
another already acquainted with the Way, would appear te- 
Mious and fuperfluous: Yet the Stranger’s Attention to the 
feveral Particulars will only be neceflary, ti/l Ufe has made 
Hin no longer fuch ; for when the’ Road ance becomes familiar 


to Him, He will find himfelf able to proceed without them. © 


—In lke Manner, the Explanations here given of the 
Directions are intended for fuch, as being utterly unac- 
quainted with the Ways of Religion and Piety, are fuppofed 
to be fetting out upon a new Courfe. Some of them are alfo 
grawn out to a greater Length, that they may lie within the 
Apprehenfion of the loweft Capacities; fuch for Infiance are 
the Infiru€tions concerning Prayer ;—efpecially ejaculatory 
_ Prayer, of which they fuppofe the Reader totally ignorant, 
_-—-Hasit will render many of thefe no longer neceffary: 
And, it is well known how far that alone, will, by De- 


grees, make thofe Things, not only eafy, but natural, in, 


which we at fir apprebended great Difficulty, 


> 
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SPIRITUAL DIRECTIONS 
FOR THE : ; | 
UN UN'S FAR eo. FB 


st ONDESCEND to Men of low Eftates 
pe is a Precept our great Master has taught. 
G9 us, by bis own Example, as well as by his 
G\ Apo/ile, Rom. xii. 10. And as I have en- 
G Y deavoured to a& upon this benevolent Prin- 
ciple in my FRIENDLY ADVICE TO A Patient, fo I 
would here attempt, in further Conformity to the fame 
Principle, to fupply the Poor and Uninftruéted with 
SprriTUAL DiRECTIONS, for the daily Condu& of a 
real Chriftian’s Life ; to which are added Explanations 
more familiar, and more minute, than might be neceffary 
for Perfons of a higher Rank and better Education : Yet 
the Subftance of them may, I hope, be ufeful to many 
others ;—and I perfuade myfelf, no wife Reader will defpife 
‘what is Matter of univer/al Concern, becaufe it is par- 
ticularly calculated for the Ufe of thofe who may, in 
many Refpects, be inferior to themfelves. : 


DIRECTION I. 


ConsIpER THAT FAITH oR BeLier *1N JESUS CHRIST» 
Is THAT CORNER STONE UPON WHICH ALL YOUR 
Hopes oF SALVATION, AND SUCCESS IN ALL YOUR - 
RELIGIOUS DUTIES MUST NECEASSRILY BE FOUNDED, 


[NX this Part of my Book, wherein I am calling you to” 
Adts of religious Worfhip, you muft not imagine, that _ 
I am inviting you to be @ mere Formalifi, and to reft 

upon 


ee LC SCL LIOTTA, 
* By a Belief in Fefus Chrift, is meant what the Apoftle calls’ 
s‘ Beheving with the Heart,” Rom. 1x. 19. that is, fuch a lively 
E 2 7 Perfuafion 
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upon the Deed done: No,—I invite you to come as a 
Believer, or a real Chriffian, without which you fhould 
dread to appear in the Prefence.of Gon, ‘* for our God 
** 23 @ confuming Fire.” * Curist is thé Way, the Truth 
*s and the Life; and there is no other Name given among 
Men, whereby we mutt be faved :—-He that believes in 
“* Him, Out of his Belly (as the Scripture exprefles it) 
“¢ fhall flow Rivers of the Water of Life; and HE that 
** believes not on Him {hall not fee Life, but remains 
** under the Wrath of God.” 
And as all our Hope of Salvation depends upon a lively 
~ Faith in Chrift, fo does all our Succefs in our religious 
Duties. Examine yourfelf therefore moft ftri@ly, whe- 
ther you indeed have a true Faith, and afk yourfelf fe- 
rioufly, whether, above all Things, you defire Union, 
and Communion with Curisr? Whether you long 
to be delivered from the Power, as well as from: the 
Guilt of Sin? Whether Faith works by Love, not only 
to Gop and Curisr, but to your Fellow-Chriftians ? 
Whether. you endeavour to make the Love of Gop 
your Principle, his Word your Rule, and his Glory 
your End in all your Ations ? Whether you ftrive to 
add to your Faith, Virtue; and to Virtue, Knowledge; _ 
_and to Knowledge, Temperance ; and to Temperance, 
Patience; and to Patience, Godlinefs; and to Godli- 
nefs, Brotherly Kindnefs; and to Brotherly Kindnefs, 
Charity ?—If thefe Things be in you and abound, they 
will be fure Signs of a lively Faith; but without you have 
- them in fome Meafure, you are not purged from your 
_ old Corruptions. | ngs 
ee 
Perfuafion of the Power and Grace of Chrift, and of our very great 
Need of dis Favour, as engages us to receive fim under all his 
Offices, viz. as our Prophet, our Prieft, and our King, that we 
‘may obtain the Salvation which he has promifed, and in the Way 
which 4e has appointed in his Gofpel.—And remember it is in 
this Senfe, Belief (or Faith) is to be underftood, when the avhele 
Strefs of our being faved is laid upon it.—Compare the following 
Texts. ‘¢ Sirs, what muftI do to be faved? And they faid, BE- 
¢ LIEVE. in the Lord Fefus Chriff, AQs xvi 30, 31.—And this - 1s 
ss bis Commandment, that we fbould BELIEVE in the Name of his 
“6 Son Fefus Chrift, and LOVE oue another,” John il. 23. Not 
¢ : at 
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Not that the poor Wretch who finds himélf at prefent ; 
utterly deftitute of divine Grace, has yet any Rtafon to 
defpair; for the Ground of Faith is the free Promife of 
God made to fuch Sinners (not yet believing) that they, 
believing in Chrift, and forfaking their Sins, fhall be par- 
doned, and obtain fuch a Portion of his Holy Spirit, as 
will be effectual to their Reformation, and Salvation.— 
Not that Faith and Repentance are in themfelves the 
Yaufe why this Grace, or divine Affiftance, is given (for 
the Caufe is only the Sufferings of Chrift) but they are 
the Means, without which it cannot be obtained. —If we 
believe not in Chrift, we fhall not have everlafting Life 5. 
if we have not an Abhorrence of our paft Sins, we do 
not fincerely repent of them, nor can juftly hope that 
_ they will be forgiven.—Chrift_ freely pardons all. who 
accept his Invitation, and by Faith we go to Him thaz 
we may not only freely be PARDONED, but alfo sanc- 
'TIFIED.—Mankind grofsly deceive themfelves, in ima- 
‘gining He will give them a Pardo, and a Permiffionm 
at the fame Time to continue in wilful Sin.—God 
CANNOT, no more than He can be unjuft or cruel, 
I fay God cannot (if I may prefume fo to exprefs my- 
felf) pardon, or receive into Heaven, a Sinner, who re= 
folves to continue fuch, and to perfevere in his Difobe= 
dience.—The Change in his Mind and AffeGtions, and — 
the Confequences of that in his future Conduct, is to: 
him the Evidence of that faving Grace, which has been 
freely beftowed upon him by Chrift, to cure his Sin-fick 
Soul; and which he could have no Pretenftons to. have 
* merited.—I fhall endeavour to illuftrate this very im= 
portant Truth by the following- Comparifon, which 
have placed in oppofite Columns, that it may more 
clearly be apprehended by ordinary Readers.. ee 


Suppofe fome wretched} Suppofe likewifefome mi- 
Malefaétor condemned for|ferable Sinner condemnéd 
his Crimes, to fuffer an ig-|for his Tranfereffion, to:fuf- 
nominious Death. fer eternal Torments.. 

Of what Importance} Of what Importance 
would a Parpon be tofwould a Parpon be to 

Es fuch 
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fuch a one, if, at the fame 
Time, he was languifhing 
in the laft State of a Con- 
fumption, or under a Com- 
plication of Difeafes, for 
- which he knew no Cure?) 
——-And which Difeafes, as 
they prevent his Body. from 
receiving its natural Nourifh- 
ment, muft inevitably and. 
fpeedily bring him. to the 
Grave. 

But could he obtain a 
Parpon by the Hand of 
_a Phyficitan, who, at the 
fame Time, would bring, 
as a fure Remedy, fome fo- 
vereion Medicine to operate 
powerfully upon him, till 
his drooping Nature was re- 
vived, and a Cure performed: 


fuch a one, if he was ftill 
under the Power of his dead- 
ly Lufts, the accurfed Sick- 
nefs.of the Mind, for which 
he knew no.CurgE?—And 
which Lufts, as they pre- 
vent his Soul from receiving 
its fpiritual Nourifhment, 
muft inevitably and fpeedily 
bring him to Deftruction. 


But could he obtain a 
Parpon from the Hand of 
Chrift, who, at the fame 
Time, would bring, as a 
Remedy, the Holy Spirit, to 
operate continually upon 
‘him, till the New Man was 
‘raifed in him, and he had 
attained an utter Abhorrence 
of Sin, anda Delight to do 
the Will of God: 

Then a Parpon would 
indeed avatl, and he would 
‘have trué Reafon to rejoice 
‘for. fo complete’ a Deliver- 
yance, becaufe, by the con- 
j {tant Operations of the Holy 
Spirit, he would be reftored 
to vital. Holinefs, that Health. 
of Soul, which. makes him 
fit to enjoy the Society. of 
the Blefled. 
_. Happy it is for us (and O that we were but fufficiently 

fenfible of the ineftimable Bleffing) that polluted as we 
are, we have a Phyfician in our Judge, able to PARDON 
our Sins, and wEAL our diftempered Souls.—Arife then * 
thou poor defponding Sinner, whoever thou art;, arife 

ial Ephief. Ve 140 


‘Phen a Parpon would 
andeed avail, and he vould 
have true Reafon to rejoice 
for fo complete a Deliver- 
ance, becaule, by efficacious 
Medicines, he would be re- 
ftored to that Health of Bo- 
dy, which makes him fit to 
_enjoy the Society. of his Fel- 
low- Creatures. | 


imme- 
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immediately, for the Avenger * of Blood is behind.— 
Hark! attend for thy Confolation, to our Saviours Call, 
<< + Come unto me all ye that labour, and are heavy la- 

den, and I will give you Reft.—He is the Fountain 
+ opened for Sin and Uncleannefs ; and there wafh away 
thy Sins, calling upon the Name of the Lord.—Go 
boldly to the Throne of Grace, that thou mayft obtain 
Mercy, and find Grace to help in Time of Need.” 


hd iE oh Re ad oh. La ed BE 
PRAY WITHOUT CEASING; that 1s to fay, STATEDLY BE- 
GIN AND END EVERY Day wirTH PRAYER TO 


GOD 1n THe Name or CHRIST), For your- 
SELF AND OTHERS. ; 


I T has been obferved by a very § eminent Divine, ‘* That 
‘© he who conftantly defires eternal Life of Gop, 
<< prays always, or without ceafing.”” This Thought is 
juft; but, however, in the Apoftle’s Language, he is 
faid to do that continually, which he does at fit Times 
daily: So the Sacrifice offered Morning and Evening is 
called the continual Burnt- Offering, xed. xxix. 39, 42.-— 
But more particularly: Prayer is either. occafional, or 
- ftated. Occafional Prayer is what we are moved to upon 
all Occafions: Stated, is what is fixed to certain Times, 
and proper Opportunities, either in fecret, or with a 
Family,. or in a Place of public Worhhip.. | es 

Occafional Prayer is what we more properly call 
ejaculatory ; and to which the true Chrifttan, who has. 
his Converfation in Heaven,’ will be moved at every: 
fit Seafon. “Thus the firft Office of every Perfon, every 
Day, fhould be Thankfulnefs, which may be exprefled 
in fome fuch Ejaculation as this.. 

Praifed be thy holy Name, O Lorp my Redeemer, for 
preferving me from all the Dangers of the Night paft, and: 
for adding one Day more to my Life. O give me Grace, 
that I may, to the utmoft of my Ability, employ. it to thy 
Glory, and the Salvation of my immortal Soul. : 

After this Byaculation quit your Bed immediately, if 
your Health will permit, and it be Time to rife: For 
* Joh. xx. 3. $ Matt..xi.23 } Zech. xiii.r. § St. Auttin.. 
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the Pillow is a treacherous Counfellor, and Time is too 
preciots to be loft in an unneceffary Indulgence; which 
may, in many Circumftances, be more criminal than 
most People are aware.—Let me therefore prevail on 
all the healthy Part of my Readers fo * rife early; for if 
they cannot comply with /o /mall an Inftance of Self- 
Denial, how can others, which may be more difficult, 
_ be expeéted!—Do but confider how greatly the Gain of 
an Hour or two, every Day from Sloth and Infenfibility, 
really adds to the Term of your Life, as well as con- 
duces to the Prefervation of your Health.—For in Effect 
he can fcarcely be faid to live, who has no Senfe of his 
Being, or Ufe of his Faculties; and the Habit of more 
or lefs Indulgence, is known to make an aftonifhing © 
Difference in thefe. 

Let your Thoughts be always feafonable, and, while 
you are dreffing yourfelf, direct your Mind to fuch Heads 
of religious Contemplation, as may beft fuit your prefent 
Temper and Circumftances. 

But, befides the Morning, there will other Occafions 
offer for pious Ejaculations all the Day long; and I 
would earneftly recommend them as the beft Means of 
guarding againft the firft Affaults of Temptation, and of 
repelling them as foon as ever perceived. By Ejacula- 
tions, 1 mean fudden Addrefles, or Dartings forth, of the 
Soul to Gop upon every Occafion +. .Perhaps the un- 
inftructed Reader will beft underftand me, if I give him 


* It is a ftanding Regulation, in the Orders of a// the Infir- 
maries, that every Patient (unlefs ordered to the contrary by the 
‘Phyfician) shall rife at Seven in the Summer, and Eight in the 
Winter.—I cannot but hope, that Perfons in healthy Circumitances 
will blufh to indulge their Sloth, and lofe their Tize im Indolence, 
even when their weak and fckly Neighbours have left thew Beds, 
and are either employed in their Devotions, or {uppofed to haye 
performed them. Wy : 

+ Nature direéts almoft every Man, even the moft Profligate, to 
utter fudden Ejaculations, in Cafes of Surprize, or imminent 
Danger, where there can be no Time for Premeditation, (fach as 
“ Lord have Mercy upon me”, &c,) The natural Language toe of 
an illiterate Perfon, will readily expres his own fincere and devout 
Sentiments, on any Emergency ; and not the lefs acceptable to God, 
for what we, weak Mortals, fhould efteem an. Impropricty or ae 
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a few Inftances, fuch as thefe which follow. —Upop fome 
remarkable Deliverance—‘ Blefled be thy holy Name, O 
«© Lorp, for this Mercy.”——Upon fome good Work per- 
formed by you—‘* Thanks be to Gop who has enabled 
“¢ me to perform this Work; I am ftill an unprofitable 
‘© Servant.”—-Upon fome fudden Appearance of Danger 
—‘¢ Good Lorp deliver me from this Danger.” Or 
«< Have me, O Gop, under thy Proteétion.”—Upon 
-fome fudden Temptation from Satan, the World, or the 
Flefh—‘* Guard me againft this Temptation.”—-Upon 
fome Fall into Sin through Infirmity—*‘* Pardon, T be- 
“6 feech Thee, this my Sin; for it is ereat.”——Upon 
fome Sight of your own Corruption—‘ Give mea new 
“«¢ Heart, and renew a right: Spirit within me.”—Upon 
hearing of the Death of Friends—‘* T’each me, fo to 
“ number my Days, that I may apply my Heart unto 
«© Wifdom.”—And fuch like. 

Every Sentence of the Lorp’s Prayer may be confi- 
dered, and ufed, as a diftin&t Ejaculation; and fo may 
every Petition, or Thank(giving, in the Bibles or in any 
other Prayer, if it fuits your Cafe: So that endeavour to 
become ‘a Scribe well inftructed to the Kingdom *,” and 
make the Word of Gop your Study, and you will never 
want Expreffions to carry on this heavenly Correfpondence. 

Befides thefe Ejaculations, as Occafions require, other 
Seafons will offer, in which Prayer will be extremely 
neceflary and comfortable: As Times of Affliction, or 
Sicknefs; the Mind of Man being then like a weak 
Plant under Preflure, and Gop its only Support. 


A Prayer to be ufed during Sicknefs, 
te If the fick Perfon be fo very ill, that be cannot read 
this himfelf, be may defire fome Friend to repeat it to him; 


but he muft be fure devoutly to make it his own, and at the 
Conclufion of it add his hearty Amen. 


A bimishy and moft righteous Lorn Gop, in whofe 
Hands are the Appointments of Life and Death: Give 
me Grace to confider, that this my Sicknefs is.of thy fend- 

—* Matth. xiii. 52, ds 
IN’ > 
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ing; and to acknowledge the Fu/tice, as well as the Merci~ 
fulnelS, of thy Vifitation, and my Sufferings. May I look 
up to Thee for Strength to bear, and Grace to profit by 
it. It comes, O Gop, as a Scourge for my Sins, which 
is to make me fee, feel, and avoid them: 4s thy Medi-" 
cine to cure my fpiritual Difeafes: And as thy fiery Trial, 
which is te prove my Virtues, and to purge away my 
Drofs. Let it not fail, Lor, in anfwering thefe gra- 
cious Purpofes. Bring to my Mind all fuch Confiderations 
as may revive and fuccour me, and raife me aboye all 
Difcouragements and Fear. Let my Thoughts, under this 
Vilitation, be only thofe of Love and Thankfulnefs; of Re- 
fignation and Obedience; of Humility and Hope in thy 
Mercy. Give me, I befeech Thee, a full Truff in thy 
moft gracious Promifes, nor let me shew any indecent Carriage 
- 4a my Affliétions, which would add to my Guilt, if I aye; 
er to my Remorfe and Shame, if I live. 

Pity thy fick Servant, and leflen my Sorrows, O 
FATHER of Mercies, out of Compaffion to my Weak- 
nefs. Pardon my refilefs Complainings, and fupport me 
under them by thy Comforts. . Direc? and recompenfe 
the Labours and Kindnefs of thofe, who charitably and © 
friendlily attend me in my Sickne/s.; Keep me always fubmiffive 
and devout towards Thee, and no Ways impaticnt, or un- 
grateful towards thofe around me. May thy Bleffing ac- 
company all their Endeavours, for my Good, and all the 
Medicines I take. Put an End, in thy due Time, to my 
Difeafe [or to my Pains] and either reflore me to my 
Strength, Health, and Eafe, granting me the Mercies of | 
a longer Life; or elfe. prepare me more immediately for 
a bleffed and comfortable Death, for our Lorn Jesus 
Curist’s Sake, who died for my Sins, and rofe again 
for my Juftification. Amen. | 
_ Has Gop mercifully reftored you to Health? Surely, 
you cannot doubt the Obligations you-lye under, to be 
thankful for it. Shocking indeed, that out of ten Lepers 
‘cleanfed, only one fhould return to give Glory to Gop: 
But take care that you follow not the Example of the 
Nine, for Inftances of fuch Ingratitude are too common. 
see Luke xvii. 17. | 

| A Prayer 
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A Prayer after Recovery. -* 


| Mest gracious and merciful Gop, the Fountain of 
Life, Z return Thee humble and hearty Thanks for 
having foared the Life of thy Servant: I adore Thee as the 
‘Author of my Cure, and praife Thee for the Succefs thou 
haft given to thofe Applications which were the Means 
of effecting it. Aday I remember the Chaftifements, the 
Inftructions, and the Deliverance I have received ; and may 
I be enabled to perform the good Refolutions I made in my 
Sickne/s. As Thou haft condefcended to hearken to the 
Prayer of fo finful a Creature, may I call upon Thee as 
long as I live. Being made whole, may I go away and 
fin no more, left a worfe Thing come unto me. Having 
known the Bitterne/s of Affiétion, may I pity and endeavour 
to relieve thofe that labour under it: And may I never forget 
my Obligations to Thee, and the Kindnefs of thofe about me 
fefpecially the Subfcribers to this Infirmary, and my other 
Benefactors] whom I humbly recommend to Thy con- 
tinued Kindnefs, and everlafting Favour, through Jesus 
Curist my Lorp and Saviour. Amen. 


Every important Occafion in Life will furnifh Matter 
for Prayers fuitable to it, but I have no Room to fet 
down any more.—TI proceed now to thofe that are ftated, 
or fixed to certain Times, and proper Opportunities. 

When you are. drefled in the Morning, effer up the 
following Prayer (or fomewhat to the like Purpofe) before 
. you are engaged in any worldly Bufinefs. An Awe of Gop 
upon your Hearts, will dire@ you toufe the moft humble — 
and devout Poftures and Geftures, when you make 
your Addrefles to him; fuch as Proftration, Kneeling, 
Hands uplifted, dejected, or ferene Countenance, Tears, 
€&c. But in Company, where any of thefe cannot be com- 

lied with, as among Servants, Travellers, or the Sick, &c, 

uh either as you fit, as you ftand, as you ride, or as 
you lie. Gop at all Times, efpecially at fuch Times, 
regards not fo much the Pofture of the Baty, as the Dif- 
pofition of the Heart:—** Son give me thy Heart?—is’ 
his Demand in Scripture, Whether therefore your Prayers 

are 


eS 
_ 
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are long, or fhort, keep your Heart with all Diligence} | 
and beiure they are not fhort for Want of Fervour. . 


A thort introduGory Prayer to be ufed before you 
private or -public Devotions. te 


Gire me, O Lorn, for Curist’s Sake, a deep Re- 
verence of thy -Prefence. Let thy Hoty Spirit 
belp my Infirmities, that in every Addrefs I offer to thy - 
divine Majefty, and in every Attendance on thy Service, 1 
may fim. at thy Glory, and ebtain thy Bleffing. Amen. 


A Prayer * for the Mor- | ABRIDGEMENT Tf. 
. ning. : 

Thankl- ALmighty and ever- A Lmighty and moft 

RevINg - lafiing God, Great merciful God, with 

beyond Conception, and Glo- 1 my whole Heart I thank 

: | , thee 


* Obferve, that for the Benefit of fuch Perfons, as lie under 
great Weaknels of Body, or have frequent Returns of violent Pain, 
which ‘may render them incapable of ufing, with due Attention 
and Devotion, any large Forms of Prayer, Care has been taken 
that thefe here given, fhould not be long,°or diffufive; yet even 
an Abbreviation of them has been made, complete in.the Senfe, 
diftinét in the Matter, and approaching, in fome Meafure, the 
Nature and Brevity of fo many different Ejaculations—This Sum- _ 
mary, or contracted Prayer, will be found zvterwoven with the 
Jarger Form, and only diftinguifhed by the Difference of the Print, 
being in the éalé Charaéter. It will be manifeft to all, who 
ufe thefe Prayers, that the Parts, /o diftinguifhed, may be ufed 
either wth, or without the other Parts which are printed in the 
Roman, or common Charaéter; and from this Method may arife 
confiderable Advantages. It will enable any Perfon to fhorten, 
Jengthen, or vary his Prayers as he fhall fee Occafion: For it is but 
his looking on the Prayer before he ufes it, and chufing what he 
will read, either in the enlarged or contraéted Parts. This too 
will give the weak Chriftian the Advantages of a Freedom in 
Prayer, and will tend greatly to his Improvement.—But left this 
Method fhould not be underftood by fome of my Readers, I have 
priated.a diftingét Abridgment on the Side of the longer Form. 

+ Servants and Day-Labourers, would do well to confider how 
fall a Portion of Time will be required for their earlier rifng, in Or- 
der to perform the neceffary Duty of Prayer before they enter upon the 
sthers belonging io their feveral Stations. But fill, as the risa o 

4 , Fhefe 
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rious beyond. all Praife, in] ABRIDGEMENT.., 
whom I live, move, and have | thee for my Prferva- 
my Being, and whofe Mercy | tion during the paft 
is over all thy Works; I, thy | Night, and for adding 
needy Creature, in a thankful | another Day of Proba- 
Senfe of thy good Providence | tion to my Life, while 
over ME, render thee mv bum- | fo many are cut off un- 
bleft Acknowledgments for, thy | prepared, and unwarned. 
Prefervation of ME from the Beginning of my Life to 
this, Day; particularly, I thank thee for the Grace thou 
haft. given, ME now to call upon thee, and for keeping 
ME in Safety, and delivering Me from all the Terrors 
and evil Accidents of the paft Night. For thefe and all 
thy other Mercies, { magnify thy glorious Majefty, hum- 
bly befeeching thee to accept this my Morning Sacrifice 
of Praife and. Thank(feiving, for his Sake, who lay in the 
Grave, and rofe again for ME, thy Son and my only 
SAviour. Amen. .).. ABRIDGEMENT. 
And. fince it is of |. To thee, and to thy 
Self Dedi- thy Afercy, O gracious.\ Service, 1 moft humbly 
an 0 Pater, that another | dedicate myfelf, with all 
so Diy is added to my | the Powers and Facul- 
Life; f bere dedicate 4¥SELr, | ties both of my Soul 
with. all the Powers and Facul- \ and Body. Every’Ta-' 
ties both. of My. Seul and Body, | lent which I have is in- 
to. thee and ta thy Service; to | deed thine own; but I 


thele Prayers may make it dificult for many People to learn them by 
Heart, and to retain them in their Memories; and as they may not be 
able to underfiand the Abbrewiaticn interwoven in the Italic Character, 
L have added, jor the Convenicney of fuck, this diftiné Abridgenent 
divided in the fame Order, and even grown Perfous, who cannot 
read, (efpecially Patients in an Infirmary) might, by fome. charitable 
Friend, ‘be tcught to repeat them by Heart; which may to the 
Teachers, as wiell-as the Learners, be a very profitable Exercife, 
during the Coufinement, if their Ineft be not extreme. 

Perfons of. very weak Memories, and niany Children of frve of 
fix Years old, may be taught to get thefe abridged Prayers by Heart: 
But, if even thefe fnculd be thought too long, (which I bepe will 
be feldom the Cafe) I would then recominend the Ufe of the LORD’s 
PRAYER Only, with the important Words of St. Paul, namely, 
May the Grace of our sib stoi Sor. + 


promate 
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ABRIDGEMENT. 
fincerely vefolve, and will 
| moft earneftly labour, to 
improve it to thy Glory 
and my own Salvatior, 


promote_thy Glory and My own 
Salvation, in a fober, righteous, 
and godly Life. ' Y renounce the 
Devil and all his Works, the 
Vanities of this wicked World, 
and all the finful Lufts of the | for which Ends I was 
Flcth; and J fincerely refolve, | created. | 

relying on the promifed Affiftance of thy Hoty Spirit, 
to improve the Time thou haft allotted mz, that I may 
every Day offer myseLtF to thy divine Majefty more 
humble, more thankful, and more cheerfully difpofed to ~ 
every good Work; and that I may perfevere in Holinefs 
and Righteoufnefs to the End. In which Refolutions, 
fincerely made, though in a confcious Senfe of my own 
Weaknefs, do thou, O merciful Gop, confirm and 
ffrengthen mE, that as I prow in Age, I may grow in 
Grace, and in the Knowledge of my Lorp and Sa- 
viouR Jesus Curist, and fo dedicate MYsELF to thy 
Service here, that I may hereafter be dedicated to thy 
higher Services, through the endlefs Ages of Eternity. 
Amen, ABRIDGEMENT. 

Ng But thou knowe/?, Let thy all powerful 
Astin fp " Father of batisp Grace poflefs and fill my 
| ing Compaffion, thou | Heart, without which, [ 
Knowe/? the Corruption of My | anvutterly unableto pur- 
Nature, and the manifold Temp- | fue thefe /incere Purpoles: 
tations to which Lam hourly ex~\1 konow I can do all 
pofed; that I am altogether un- Things, neceflary. for 

able to do Gaod, and prone to \ Salvation, thro’ Chrift, 

Evil continually; I moft humbly) who ftrengtheneth me; 

befeech thee, therefore, to create |i © Lorp, that ‘ 


in ME a clean Heart, and re-\ through him I may be 
new a right Spirit within ME, } enabled to run, with 
that [ may effectually be re- | Delight, the Race which 
{trained from Sin, and excited | is fet before me, and fo 
to my Duty. Imprint upon | cun as to obtain the glo- 
my Heart fuch a Dread of thy | tous Prize. 

Judgments, and fuch a gratelul Senfe of thy Goodnefs, 
as may (make. ME both afraid and afhamed to offend 
thee: Let a /upreme Love to thee be MY erent ae, 

. or 
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Word uy Rule, and thy Glory my End in all my Aétions. 
Grant ME Patience under any Affliction thou mayeft fee fit 
to lay upon me, anda Mind always contented with MY 


- prefent. Condition. Let thy holy Word (particularly 


the Text, which J have feleGted [or may felect] for my 
Meditation). abide in my Memory. May thy Spirit 
dwell. in my Heart; that.I may refift ftedfaft in Faith, 
all Sins which war againft my Soul, efpecially thofe 
which moft eafily befet mz, Make me ever ready to 
do Good unto.all Men, according to the Ability and 


Opportunities which thou halt give mp: Aday J, in 


Life of Glory... Amen... 


Bebalf of 


forth thy Light and . thy 


every Refpec?, as one of thy adopted Children, live the Life 


> of Grace ‘here below, that when MY appointed Time frall 


come, I may be found watching, and through the Merits 
and Mediation of my great REDEEMER, be tranjflated to @ 


ABRIDGEMENT. 
Send down thy faving 

Health upon. the whole 
Race of Mankind, and 
give them the Love and 
Fear of thee; but parti- 
‘cularly blefs my Rela- 
tions and Friends [e/pe- 
the Subfcribers to this 1a- 

rmary, and my other. 
Benefactors]. — Pardon 


os. With thefe Prayers 
Petitioniz in Behalf of MYSELF, 


. 


» accept, O Lorp,. as 
the Teftimony of my 
Love and Charity, my hearty 
sé d 
Interceffion for others; fend 


others, 


Truth, ‘and’ Jet them con- 
duct the Children of Men, to 
thy holy Hill, .and ‘to thy 
Sanctuary. May thofe who 
have received thy Gofpel, live | mine Enemies, and turn 
as becomes, it... Blefs the | their Hearts; and grant 
King, and all that are. in | to. all Men. whatlfoeves 


Authority under him. May | is needful or profitable, 
the Minifters of thy holy Word, | either forthe Welfare of 
take heed to the Miniftry which | their Bodies, or the Sal- 
they have received to fulfil it. | vation of their Souls. 
Ble/s all Orders. and Degrees of Aden among us, from the 
Higheft to the Loweft.. Ble/s my Relations and Strangers, 
MY Friends and my Enemies: Reward all that have dong 
Ms Good, and pardon al! who have done or wif) me Evil, 
Support fuch as do fiand, and be merciful to the affiiéted in 
Mind, Body, or Efiaies adminiftering to each of them 
, Fig : Com- 
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Comfort, according to’ their feveral Neceffities. Let the 
Souls of all be precious in thy Sight, and condu€? them to that 
everlajting Reft which yet remains for the People of Gov, 
and which is thy free Giftin Jesus Curisr. Amen. © 
a And now Lam en- | ABRIDGEMENT. 
Petition for tering upon MY Bu- Enable me, Lorp of 
Saale Diag fines in that Station | all Power and Good- 
nels, farthfully to perform 


Hig on the sab : 
Bufinels of wherein thy Provi- 


be Day. dence bas placed ME, the feveral Duties ‘be- 


I befeech thee to en- | longing ‘to’ that Station 
able ME faithfully to dtftbarge | in which thy Providence 
zt. Direct me in all my | has placed:me, and blefs 
Ways, and profper the Works | me in the Execution of 
of my Hands. And as Il defire | them. May I live all 
to walk in a conftant: Senfe | the Day long under a 
of thy all-feeing Eye; fo I | grateful Senfe of thy fa- 
befeech thee to watch over ME, | therly Protection, and in 
and preferve Me in My going |a lively Hope of ever- 
out and coming in. Defend | latting Glory through 
ME from all Dangers and Ad- | Jusus Curist. Amen. 
verfities, and be gracioully pleafed to take ME and MINE 
into thy fatherly Protection. Thefe Things, O Lorp, and 
whatfoever elfe thou fhalt fee neceflary and convenient 
for ME, I humbly beg of thee, for the Sake of thy Son 
Jesus Curist, through whom, and for whom, I de- 
fire to praife and pleafe thee to all Eternity. Amen. 


Inftead of this Jaft Petition, read the next if it be Sunday. 


ABRIDGEMENT. 
- [Blefled be thou, O 
Lorn, for fetting apart 
a Day for the nobleft 
Employment of created 
Beings, that of ferving 
and glorifying their di- 
vine Matter.+-—— Oh ! 


[I rejoice, O Lorn, and 
am thankful for the Return 
of another Sabbath; may I al- 
ways keep thy Day boly, accard- 
ing to thy Commandment: For 
thou haft not only fet it apart 
for thy moft folemn Service, 
and our Reft from Toil; but | teach me to remember 
haft made it honourable, by | this thy Command; and 
yaifing thy Son from ‘the to fhew my Obedicnee 
Dead, and pouring. out thy | in was ae asa 

* ; 4CLY¥ 
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Hory Spirit upon his Apo- ABRIDGEMENT.. 
ftles. Withdraw my Mind, I \ on thy Service, and fer~ 
befeech thee, from the Cares and | vently joining in the fe- 
Pleafures of this Life, which | veral Parts of it. Leet 
will fhorily have an End, that | thy Words — delivered, 
I may more freely attend on | and. explained by the 
the great Concerns of the hea- | Mouth of thy Minifters, 
venly World, which’ is tovlatt’} find: a sready Adrniffon 
forevermore. Blefled be Gop | into.my Heart, and not 


that I liveinva Land where: 1 | be loft through Carelefl- 
am allowed the free Exercife | nefs, or rendered fruit- 
of my Religion, and ‘that If lefs by the vain Purfuits 
have a Minifter to teach maz] of the World. Amen. | 
The Lorp profper ‘his Laboursy) and» give me Grace 
to profit by them, that both of us may enjoy an ever- 
lafting' Sabbath. ~Give me’ awful:Thoughts of thy 


| great Majefty, anda’ lively Senfe*of sy own Wants, 


that MY Prayers and Praifes may be offered up in a de- 
wout and ferious Manner. Make me attentive. to thy holy 
Word, and all the good Inftruftions that foali be given ME: 
But, above all Things, grant, .O Lorp,. that I:may 
not relt in.any outward Performances, or Forms of God- 
linefs; but, by a right Ufe of thy holy Ordinances, I 
May improve in Grace, to, thy Honour and my own 
Peace: And that when this tranfitory Life Jball end, may 
d be prepared for the higher Exercifes and Enjoyments of 
thy ‘heavenly Temple, through the Merits of my Rx- 
DEEMER and ADVOCATE Jesus CHRIsT. Amen. 


u The following’ may be added, ‘or net, as Time will 
permit, either to’ this longer Form, or to the ABRIDGE-_ 


IMENT, 20/5 


Hear, O moft merciful Gop, this my Prayer, humbly | 
prefented in the Name of thy, well-beloved Son, my. 
compaffionate REDEEMER and prevailing INTERCESSOR 3 
who has inftruéted and encouraged ME farther to pray 
to'thee, in his own comprehenfive Words, for MysELF 
‘and for all Mankind: | 


- +¢-Qur Faruer, which art in Heaven;—Hallowed be 
‘thy Name,—Thy Kingdom come.—Tby Will be done 
she F 3 : 


in 
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in Earth, as it is in’), Heavens—Give ius this Day our 
daily Bread.—And forgive us our Trefpaffes, \as we 
forgive them that trefpafs againit us.-And lead us not 
into Temptation; but deliver'us from Evil ;—For thine 
is the Kingdom; and the Powers and the Glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
Every Time ‘you conclude. your Devotions with the Lord’s 
Prayer, it will be very proper to.add thefe important Words 
Of the Apofile, which contain a. Summary of all. the inefti2 
“mable Blefings youibave been imploring ; and of all that 
conftitutes the Eappinefs of a Chrifitan. 
2 Cor. xiii Tas 
May the Grace of our Lord base Ch: if, atid thi 
_ Love of God,;—and the Communion of the Holy Ghoft, 
be with me for us] /and with all, whom I for we] 
‘ought to remember in my [or ouR] Prayers this Day 
for Night] and for evermore! ,. Amen. | : 
A fhort concluding Prayer to be ufed after your 
private or public Devotions. 
Ardon, O Gop, for Curist’s Sake, the Coldnefs 
of my Worthip, and the Wanderings of my Thou ghts. 
Gracioufly accept my imperfect Services, and enable’ me 
to grow wifer and better by wen Attendance on thee. 
Amen. 


When you arife ine your Knees, be very. thankful 
that Gop has allowed. you, through. the Merits and 
Interceflion of his Son, the Privilege « of Prayer. Reflect 
ferioufly on. the Ivemper in which. you. prefented) your 
Addrefles at the Throne of divine Mercy.;,as whether. 
you prayed with Und lerftanding, fenfible of your Sins and 
-Wants; with Fervency, with: Hepa to fucceed, and with 
Love to your Brethren. Remember fiewite | that you 
live fuitably to your Prayers, and continue, heavenly 
minded all the Day long. .,...., 

At Evening Prayer be particularly, Gacy againtt 
Drowlinefs, and never fix the Hour .too late im your 
. Family, as Perfons, will then be, unavoidably, fatigued) and 
here i —Do not therefore ge to yy Knees in as ra 

lls 


oe 


Providence., Who can exprefs 


» ductory Prayer before Worpbip. See Page 48, 
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Difpofition, -and» with CarelefInefs and Indiffgrence, 
merely out of Cuftom, and only to keep up the’ Form of 
Prayer, frequently gaping andhalf afleep; but be con- 
fcientious in this folemn Duty, with an Eye to the great 
God of Heaven and Earth, ‘always remembring, that 
inattentive lifelefs Prayer is an unaccceptable Offering, 


and all Copfidence in that is an Abomination to the moft 


High: —Confider too, that one Sentence iffuing from the 
Heart, and fincerely accompanied by the Affections, is 
of more Valuestham many Pages carelefsly read over; or 
the moft complete Forms” iattentively repeated.—Let 
every one of you, ‘when you pray, be flow in your 
Utterance, and earneft in your Affections,—make a Stop 
at the End of every Petition, that you may ponder upon 
the ineftimable Worth of ‘the Blefling you implore; that 
Ht may bei the Defire of your Heart, as well ‘asthe Re- 
queft of your foxgue; and may the God of all Good- 
nes enable yous: ** in every Thing by Prayer and Suppli- 
** cation with Thank(giving, to let your Requefts be 
“© made know unto him.” Pdr. iv. 6, | 


_ ie AY Prayer, for * the Evening, voll 


«> When this is ufed as a Family Prayer, fee the Di- 


redions given, in thé like Cafe, for that inthe Morning.— 


ov Namely, ufng we for ljyius for me, &e. 


Fees ( vddisc sb ) ABRIDGEMENT, 
Tarkl-C) LORD, the Great Me SP) Great and 
SUBS land “Glorious Gop, |' Glorious’ "Gop, 
thou shaft created all Things: | with the: deepeft Humi- 
‘by, thy Almighty Power, thou | Jiation, and utmoft Gra» 
ordereft all Things by thy wife }titude, I thank thee for 
| all the. Mercies which 

_| thy bountiful Hand hath 

| beftowed upon Mr, par- 


the exceeding Goodnefs of the 
Lorp, whichis fo continually, 


- fo. abundantly defcending ion | ticularly thofe of this 


the-finful Sons of Men?, This |. Day; and above ai], for 


9 %¢H may begin your Exuening Devotions with the feort intro- 


Day, 
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Day, and. every Day, 1 have 
largely tafted of thy Bounty. 
O let thy never-ceafing Kind- 
nefs enkindle my Love! May | better Life in thy eter- | 
A now, and ever, give thee moff| nal Kingdom. 

humble and unfeigned Thanks for all the Mercies which 

from Time, ta Time thou hafi vouchfafed me; for My¥' Beings 

and all Endowments of Soul,and Body: For wy Health 
[or for My Support in Sicknefs] Friends, food, Raiment, 

end all other Comforts and Convenienctes of this Life; above 

all, I praife thee for thy tender Mercy and Compaffion to ME 

and to all Mankind, in fending thy only Son into the World, to 

give ME the Knowledge and Senfe of my Duty towards thee, 

and sto redeem me from Sin and. eternal. Death. I biefs 

thee for, thy, Patience with me, notwith{tanding Mis many 

and great,Provecations: For all the Directions, Afitt- 

ances, avd Comforts of thy Hoty Sprrir: For thy 

continual Gares and watchful Providence over ME, throvgh 

the whole Courfe of my Life, and particularly for the 

Mercies and Benefts of the paft Days lgfeeching thee to 

continue thefe thy Bleffings to ME, and to give ME Grace to 

qwalk worthy of them, and all thy other Mercies, by living 

in a fincere Obedience to his Laws, through whole 

Merits and. Interceflion we ‘receive all our Blefiings., 

Ainen. ) VOW : 


ABRIDGEMENT.’ 
the, reviving Hopes and, 
| Expectations of a far 


ABRIDGEMENT. 

_Temoft)earneftly ree 
pent, and abhor my 
odious Ingratitude, and 
my manifold Breaches 
of thy Commands” dy 
Thought, Word, and 
Deed, efpecially the Sins 
of this Day [here con- 
fefs your particular Sins. } 
[lament too, with deep 


I am ‘afhamed. to 
reflect on MyY- ire- 
peated Offences againft thee, 
a Gop fo infinitely good ; ‘yet, 
O Lorp, as thou haft pro- 
mifed’ Mercy and Forgivene(s 
to all them who confefs: and 
forfake their Sins; J mow come be- 
fore theein aw humble Senfeof MY 
own Unworthine/s, lamenting that 
my Thoughts have too frequently 
-wandered. from thee; that ‘my }| Concern, that I have 
Words have been unprofitable, | neglected the Duties 
‘and too often finful; and that | which I ought to have 
the Zéions of my Life Por obferved, 


Confeffion. 


bccm 


af 
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| been fo contrary to ‘thy Law.’ 1 have every Day, been 


doing thofe Things which thou haft forbidden, amd leaving 
undoné the Things which thou haft commanded; I often 
fail in the Matter, but always in the Meafure of MY 
Duty; fo that when I look back upon MY paft Life, 
and rémember’ that thou art privy to my moft fecret 
Sins, I am afraid of thy Judgments, and afhamed to lift 
up my Eyes unto thee. {is Day, even this Day, I have 
added to my former Iniquities (ofpecially by fuch Sins, naming 


 *® the Sins.]  Lorp, convince ME thoroughly of MY 


i 


Weaknefs, and my Need of thy Alfiftance: Make M2 
deeply, \aftinely, fenfible of MY ever increafing Sims, MY 
uiterly undone Condition, without the Interpofition and Atone- 
ment of mv compaffionate Mediator and prevailing ddvo- 
cate Jesus Curisr. Amen. ABRIDGEMENT. 
Bat’ ‘thou, O But thou, O my Gon, 
Lorp, art patient, | aboundeft in Mercy, and 
long-fuffering, «and | thy Son Jesus Curist 
abundant in Goodnefs, keep- | came into the World to 
ing Mercy for Thoufands; | fave Sinners. For h's 
thou pardone/? Iniquity through | Sake, FAT AER of ever+ 
the Atonement made by thy Son, | lafting Compafhon, for-- 


Petition for 
Pardon. 


which his Gofpel has’ encou- | give all that is pafl, and 
taged ME to plead.‘ Do thou, | cleanfe me from all Un- 
O gracious Faruer, who de- | righteoufnefs. I have 
fireft not the Death of a Sin- | deftroyed myfelf, but in 
ner, for his Sake blot out all my | him there is plenteous 
Tranjerefims : Extend to Mr, | Redemption.—I  delire 


€ven to ME Lorn, as an A& of j to rely on him as my » 


* When this Prayer is ufed by a fingle Perfon in fécret Wor- 
fhip, let him here mention the Sms he recollects; or which frora 
the Queftions of Self-Examination, he finds himfelf to have com- 
mitted, either: in) Thought, Word, or Deed, i the preceding 
Day.—But when this Prayer is ufed in a Family, the Words 
efpecially by, as between thefe Marks [ ] muft be omitted ; and 
inftead thereof, let him who reads make a fhort Paufe here, that 


. every one in the Room may have a little Time for Recol- 


- 


lection, and fecret Confeffion of the Sins and Failings of | that 
Day :—But a more particular Confeflion may be made in private, 
either before or after Prayers, as each Perfon has’Time for a fuller 
Self-Examination, a.) 
Graces 


f 
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Grace, that Satisfaction which | ABRIDGEMENT. 
my Saviour has made to thy | Saviour; to fubmit to 
Juftice: He was wounded for | him as my Lorp; and 
MY Tranfgreffions, and bruifed | to comply with his moft 
for my Iniquities; as the Chaf- | reafonable. and moft gra- 
tifement which obtained my | cious erms of Pardon 
Peace was upon him, fo. let | and Salvation. 
ME be healed by his Stripes: He has repaired the Ho- 
nours of thy Law which I have broken; Lorp, re- 
member ME for his bitter Agonies: LORD, confider ME tt 
bis meritorious Obedience; Lorp, regard ME through his 
prevailing Interceffion; for his Sake, O my Gop, for 
his Sake be gracious unto mx thy Servant, and for the Merit 
of his Sufferings be thou merciful to my Sins. . May I feel 
the livelieft Imprefions of Love and Gratitude for what 
he has done and fuffered.. _Adake me thoroughly fenfible of 
the Malignity of Vices and of thy Hatred to it, which re- 
quired fuch a Sacrifice... Work in mE a hearty Contrition, — 
and let the Remembrance of Sin be more grievous and 
afflicting to ME than that of any other Evil whatfoever, 
that £ worthily lamenting my. Tranfgreffion, being 
brought to a Hatred of, and a hearty Repentance for 
them, mcy have a well-grounded comfortable Perfuafion 
that my Sins are forgiven, and, chiain a full Parden. at 
thy Hands, wha art ever ready to receive penitent Believers, 
for the Sake of thy Son Jesus Curist, My only Saviout 
and Redeemer. Amen. ABRIDGEMEDT.., 
ae Nor dol only beg Grant me, O Lorn, 
eh for Pardon of my | thy all-powerful “Grace 

VaCE. oO: ; 73 
at HE Sins, but alfo. for \ and Affiftance, to fup- 
Grace to\ cure. my diflempered | ply the Weaknefs of my 
Nature. As thou haft put into. | Endeavoers, and to re- 
my Heart Defires and Refolu- | form and reétify my de- - 
tions of Amendment, continue | praved Will and-evil Af- 
to Me the Affiffance of thy | feCtions.—Preferve me 
Hoxy Spirit, that J may live | fiom the Sin. of Unbe- 
a godly, righteaus, and fober \ lief in thy Premifes and 
Life. Reform whatever thou | let mé ever renvember 
finde? amifs in the Temper and | Them, to my great and - 
Difpofition of my Soul, that no | endlefs Comfort... 

unclean 


~ ~ 
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unclean Thoughts, unlawful Defigns, or irregtilar De- 
fires, may eft there. Purge’ my Heart from Envy, 
Hatred, or Malice, that I may never fuffer the, Sun’ 
to go down upon my Wrath: Exdue me with a 
living Faith, and fo purify my Heart that it may bea 
Sit Habitation for thy Holy Spirit, to work therein fuch 
Sanctification as may unite ME to thee, through Curisr 
Jesus our Lorp. Number me with thofe who * wor- 
** fhip Gop in the Spirit, and rejoice in Curisr ovr 
© Saviour, not having any Confidence in the Flefh.” 
And fince the Time of mY Abode in this tranfitory World is 
jf? very uncertain; fince I am to be happy or miferable 
eternally, when I depart from hence and am no more 
feen, kt ME net flatter MyseLF. with the Conceit of any 
long Continuance in this Tabernacle of Clay; but let. ME 
wait for my great Change, wait in conftant Expectation 
of it, and in the habitual Preparation for it; ripening 

for Heaven as I approach the Grave, and finding, at laft, 
to my unfpeakable Comfort, that to die is Gain; /o that: 
living or dying L may be thine, through the Merits and Satif- 
faction of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Crist. Amen, 


On Sunday Evening let what follows between the 
Hooks [thus] be added to this Prayer, but at no other 
Time. ; : 
| - ABRIDGEMENT. 
[I lament, as my Un- 
happineis as well as my. 
Fault, O moft gracious 
God, that I love thee 
no better; and I am 
grieved to think of my 
Coldnefs and Inatten- 
tion, which has too of- 
ten appeared during my 
Atténdance on the fo- 
lemn Service of this Ay 
Day. Accept of . fuch 
imperfeét Offerings ‘as 
I ‘have ‘been able to 

Cour 


[This Day, maf? gracious 
Gop, I have been engaged 
in the Services of thy Houfe, 
grant that they may be greatly 
profitable to mE: Let not My 
Negligence in making ufe of 
thefe fpiritual Improvements, 
caufe thee in Anger to withhold 
-thy Bleffing; but, for my Re- 
DEEMER’S Sake, deeply imprefs, 
both on m¥ Memory and on M¥ 
Heart, the Infiructions I have 
received ; and let the Fruit be 
vifible -through “the Whole 


nme 


¥ 
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Courfe of my Life. Forgive | ,ABRIDGEME y»:. 
the Wianderings and the Life- | make. Grant thar] may 
leflne's of my Devotions; and | meditate upon thy Law 
may 1, and each of My Feilow- | with Profit and Delight; 
Worfoippers, find, when we rc- | and that the good Seed. 
turn again to the World, that | fown in my Heart, may 
“° we have been with JEsus*,” | take deep Root, and 
bring forth » abundant 


and gained frefh Supplies of bis 
Fruits;, that fo my Con-: 


ee en ne 


Spirit. ‘Vhofe who would 
have attended on thy holy Or- } verfation may be fuch, as 
dinances, but could not, Itruft | becometh the Difciple 
thou haft vifited with thy Fa- | and, Follower of my 
vour intheir Retirements; and | blefled InflruGtor and- 
as for thofe who might have | Mafter Jesus Curisv. ] 
waited upon thee, but did not choofe to do fo, Lorp 
pity them, and bring them to a better. Mind; and may 
the Power and the Riches of thy Grace in Crristr 
Jesus, appear in their Recovery and Salvation, Prevent 
ME, O Lorn, from doing any thing the Remainder of this 
Day, which might have Tendency to diffipate my Thoughts, 
and wear away thofe ferious Impreffions which have been made 
upon ME; but lead Mg, thou Heart-fearching Gop, to 4 
true Repentance, to a fieady Faith, and to a fincere Obe- 
dience. And oh grant. that I may never be like thofe 
wicked Ones of ‘old, ** who flattered thee with their 
‘¢ Mouth, and lyed unto thee with their Tongues; be- 
«© caufe their Hearts were not right with theey nor were 
“© they ftedfaft in thy Covenant +;” but cau/e ME to watch, 
pray, and firive, more than ever againf? my Sins, efpecially 
the Sin of Unbelief; and,may I be more deeply concerned 
to have My Heart renewed, that in the End I may attain 
to thy everlafting Sabbath, through the Mediation of Jesus 
Curist our Corp. Amen] re es 

, ABRIDGEMENT. 
Lochs ib And to my Prayers Be merciful and gra- 
ei i for MysELF, J would | cious to the whole Race 
others, Jot MY. Interceffim | of Mankind, . particu- 
for others. Do thou, { larly, thofe to. whem I 
O-Gop, who art the Gover- | am . more. immediately 
ig © Able iva 235 ot Pfalm lxxviii, 36. | 
ia: nor 


_ the Religion of thy Son in its 
- Purity and Simplicity, over the 
_ whole World. ay the Light 


ple, that.all may fee, and that 


: nifiers of thy Gofpel be happily 


ill 


Spiritual upon all my Relations 
- Friends, and Neighbours [efpe- 


m* 
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nor of all the Nations, fpread |, ABRIDGEMENT. 


related (efpecially the Sub- 
feribers to this Infirmary, 
and my other Benefac- 
tors) as likewife to this 
Family. I beg ny Bleff- 
ing on-all thofe I ought 
to pray for, and on thofe 
who pray for me, patti- 
culaily on the Affi@ted. 
Oh! reconcile them to 
their Sufferings, and all 
of us to thyfelf; and: 
give them.and us what- 
foever thine infinite W if- 
dom knows to be nécef- 
fary, both for our fpiri- 
tual and temporal Wel- 
cially upon this Family]. ** Be | fare, 

thou their Father, and Jet them be thy Sons and 
*¢ Daughters, O Lorn Gop) Almighty. *.” Reward all 
that have done mr Good, [particularly the Subfcribers 
to this Infirmary, and my other Benefactors] and pardon 
all thofe who have done or with mr Evil; giving them 
Repentance, and a better Difpofition. Have Pity upon 
all who are affiitied in Mind, Body, or Eflate ; efpecially 
thofe who want the neceflary. Means of Infruction: 
Bring to their Mind every Confideration which may revive 


of thy Gofpel fhine upon all Pes- 


all may partake of thy great Sal- 
vation. May thy Servant our 
King be endued with all Chriftian 
and royal Virtues. May the Mi- 


inflrumental to promote the Know- 
ledge and Praétice of real and vi- 
tal Chriflianity,. both by their 
Doétrine and Example. Send 
down. thy Bleffings temporal and 


sand fuecour them, IF commend unto thy tender Com- 


paffion all fick and. dying Perfons : Grént that they may 
omit nothing that is neceffury to. make their Peace with thee, 
before they go bence and be no more fen. And I further / 


. befeech thee to entighten thofe carelefs Ones, who never 


pray for themfelves, that they may fee, before it be too 


Tate, the Danger of ¢ living without Gop in the World:” 


Pour into their Frearts a Spirit of Grace and Supplication, 
that they may look upon Him whom their Sins have prerced, 


and mourn for Him, and be in Bitternefs as one. for bis 
| Lirfi-born, Adminifter Help and Comfort to every one, 


* 2 Cor, vi. 318, 
3 accord- 
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according to their feveral Neceffities, for his Sake, who 
went about doing Good to the Souls and Bodies of Men, 
thy Son, and our Saviour, Jesus Curist. Amen. 

2 In a particular] ABRIDGEMENT. 
is Rejiand Manner I befeech I commit myfelf unto 
Protection. ' , 

thee continue thy gra- | thee, O Gop, this 

cious Proteétion to mE [and my | Night, befeeching thee 
Family] this Night, in which | to give me Reft and 
Safety; or if my Soul 


Muiltitudes will breathe their 
latt. Into thy Hands] commend My | fhould be required at my 


Scul and Body, my Subjflance, \ Hands before the Morn- 
MY Dwelling, and all Things | ing Light, Oh! receive | 
that belong to ME. Do thou, | it tothy Mercy, through 
© thou Preferver of Men, who | the Merits and Media- 
never flumbereft nor fleepeft, | tion of Jesus Currst, 
be pleafed to take ME and them | in whom thow art. al- 
into thy efpecial Care and Pro- | ways well pleafed. A- 
tection: May I he down with | men. 
Confolation in Curist, and the Hopes of his appearing 
before thee as my Advocate. Defend me from all Dangers 
and Mifchiefs, and from the Dread and Fear cf them, 
that I may enjoy fuch quiet and refrefbing Sleep [or fuch 
Supports under my reftlefs Nights] as may fit ME for the 
Duties of the following Day. May Il awake full of the 
Praifes of thy Goodnefs, and with’ frefh Refolutions of 
dedicating my preferved Life to thy Glory and Service. 
And, Lorv, make me ever mindful of that Time, when 
I fhall lye down in the Defi; and grant ME Grace always 
to live in fuch a State, that I may never be afraid to die; 
but whether 1 live I may live wato thee, or whether I die I 
may die unto thee; fafe in thy fiands and acceptable in thy 
Sight, through Jesus CurisT our Lord. Amen. 
*  Vhe.following may be added, or not, as Time will per- 
mit, either to this Jonger Form, or to the AERIDGEMENT. 
Hear, O moft mercifulGop, &¢. See Page 53. 
OurFatuer, Ge. See Page 53. 
The Grace of our Lord Jefus, &c. See Page 54. 
Then end the whole of your Evening Devotions with the 
fhort concluding Prayer after Worfhip. See Page 54. 
WV. B. The Reader will obferve that the Words mE, 
bag MY- 
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MysELF, My, &e. are printed in Capitals through the 
whole of the Prayers for Morning and Evening.—*When 
therefore they are ufed for Family Prayers, read we in- 
flead of I, our for my, Us for Mz, with fuch other Al- 
terations as Circumftances may require :—But I would 
by no Means have any Perfon make an improper Repe- 
tition of thefe Prayers by ufing them on the fame Day, 
firft in their fecret Devotions, and afterwards in public 
with his Family—nor yet imagine that the Performance 
of one of thefe Duties will be fufficient without the other,’ 
where both ave pra&ticable.—It is farther to be obferved, 
that every Divifion of this Prayer ends with an Amen; as 
fo folemn a Conclufion may recall the Thoughts from wan- 
dering, and when ufed in a Family, it may not only engage 
their Attention, But the Repetition of the Word Amen, 
will be a Proof that each Perfon joins in the Devotions. 
There is alfo a fated Time of fhoit Addrefs to the Al- 
mighty, when we fit down to our common Mca's. Our Sa- 
V10uUR, while on Earth, glorified Gon, by folemaly locking 
up to Heaven, and bleffing the Loaves and Fifhes, before 
he diftributed them to thofe who fat down to eat, Mark 
wi. 413 and St. Paul, though in Bonds, in Prefence of a 
_ mumerous Company of * Heathens, would not omit this 
-neceflary Duty.—Gop intended we fhould ufe, with 
Moderation, a// his good Things, but Thank/grving is. 
the Condition. That therefore the moft Ignorant may 
not want proper Words to beg God’s Bleffing upon their 
daily Food, and to return him Thanks for it, the fol- 
lowing Graces may be conftantly ufed. 
: Grace before Meals. 

Blefs, O Lorn, thefe thy good Creatures, to our 
Nourifhment ; and grant that we may truly love, and 
faithfully ferve thee, through Jesus Curist. Amen. 

Grace after Meals. 
Accept, O Lorp, our moft humble and hearty Thanks 
for thefe, and all thy other Mercies, through Jesus 
-Curist. . Amen. | 

Of all Things we can conceive, an Addrefs to Gop 
ought to be the moft ferious and folemn, let me intreat 
ioc * Sce Ads xxvii. 35. | 

G 2 you °. 
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you therefore to be very compofed and reverential in the 
Diicisrge of this Duty; fince to perform it in a flight 
and negligent Manner, mutt be /becting to all good Men, 
and finful before God;—more finful, perhaps, than even 
“the Omitfion itfelf: Aud if any Perfon in a Company; 
who offers to afk the Bleffmg of, or return the Thanks ta 
the Almighty, in the Name of the reft, fhould pref/ume 
to do it in an irreverent Manner; every one prefent will, 
I hope, remember, that he is’as much obliged to repeat 
the Grace in his own Mind, as if aothing had pafled at 
‘Table. This is eafily done, without appearing fin- 
gular, or giving any Offence, fhould you happen to be 
in the Company of your Superiors, whom it may not 
be at all Times confiftent with Prudence to admonifh : 
For, in fome Cafes, the very Attempt would be pro- 
ductive of Sneers, Ridicule, and perhaps Profanenefs. It 
is no. Man’s Duty to give an ill-timed, or an unbecoming 
Reptimand, and it -is the Province of Reafon to deter- 
mine how far fuch Admonitions are decent, and likely _ 
to do Good or Harm. 

As little Children are among the Patients, belonging 
to an Infirmary ;. and too often uninftructed, at a Time _ 
when they are moft fufceptible of Improvement, I hope 
the following Prayer, either for Morning or Evening, will 
not be without its Ufe.. 

Mest gracious FaTHER, look down, I befeech 
thee, upon a 4elple/s Child. Incline my Heart to 
remember, Jove, and ferve thee in the Days of my 
Youth; and keep me from every evil Thought, and 
Word, and Work:.Make me dutiful to my Parents, 
loving to all my Relations, obedient to my Teachers, and 
always in a Difpofition to hear Advice and receive In- 
ftruction. Keep me this Day [or Night] from every Dan- 
ger, and grant all my humble Requefts, fer the Sake of 
Jesus CuristT my Saviour, in whom alone thou art 

Our FatrHer, &e.  . . 

‘The Grace of our Lorn, &c. a 

As I cannot but be folicitous left any one (be his Sta- 
tion or Capacity ever fo mean) fhould be. deftituteof 
proper Affiftance for the Performance of Prayer; and as 

j many 
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many ftand in Need of Forms ; for this Purpofe I have, 
for the Help of fuch, extracted the above Prayers,*(which 
I apprehend may be of the moft general Ufe) principally 
from the late Bifhop of London, Dr. Gibfon, with fome 
Vittle Affiftance from Mr. Fenks’s Devotions: —Yet 1 am. 
very fenfible that no precompofed Forms can be fo com- 
piled as to fuit the particu/ar Circumftances of every: 
Man; confequently, he muft often lie under the Ne- 
eeflity of cloathing Ais own Thoughts in Ais orn Language, 
when he approaches the, Phrone of Grace; and he is. 
undoubtedly obliged, as far as he is able, to endeavour 
after proper and reverential Expreffions, though it is not 
expected that a Clown fhould pray, any more than behave,. 
with the fame Elegance as the Gentleman. 
Thefe Prayers [ have divided regularly, as- fuch Di- 
vifions may be of very great Ufe to moft People, by pre- 
ferving Order, and preventing Confufion in their Ad- 
drefles to Gop, particularly in reminding them of what 
“they want, and ought to afk for. It is therefore hoped: 
they will carefully attend to the feveral Heads, or Di- 
vifions, and imprint them in their Memories; with a 
‘View to which, I have inferted the general Heads in 
the Margin on the Sides of the Prayers *.—By the Blefing: 
ef God upon the Ufe of thefe Means, they may be ena- 
bled im Time to purfue the fame Order and Method 
~both. Morning and Evening, in tdeir own Words and Ex- 

preffions ; namely, in Thankfgivings and Petitions formed 


* That the Reader may not have the Trouble of colleéting the: 
‘ feceral Divifions as they ftand on the Sides of the Prayers, but'may 
“fee at one View, the Subtiance and Method of regular Prayer,. let: 
him obferve, that our Morning Prayers will always mo% properly’ 
begin. with Thank{givings to Almighty God, our Creator and 
Preferver.—In the next Vlace,, a folemm Dedication of ourfelves'to: 
his Service.—This followed by Petitions, wiz. for his Grace and. 
 Affiftance to ourfelves-~for the like in Behalf of cthers—and. for: 
Bleffing on the BufinefS of the Day. 

The Evening Prayas to be in the fame Order, only a Confeffion 
of Sins at the End of] the Day, and Petition for Pardon mui ftand’ 
in the Place of the Morning’s Self-Dedication.—And the Conclufien: 
fhould be with a Petition for Reft- and ProteStion, inftead.of Tat: 

~ for Bleffing on out Bufinefs.—For the Sabbath,. the great Day off 
Reft, particular aad fuitable Addrefles muii be added; both. Morn-- 
ing and Evening, - 
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out of their own Hearts. A Circumftance greatly to be de- 
fireds#s it will form the Mind to a Habit of regular Prayer ; 


but this can only be attained by a diligent Ule of their . 
‘Talents; that is to fay, by devout and conftant Pradtice. © 


_ The Ufe too of thefe Divifions, I think may be ex- 
tended {till farther; as. by this Method young Perfons 
may happily become acquainted with the Defign and 
Meaning of what they repeat, fo as more early in Life 


to acquire the ineftimable Habit of Praying witb the 


Underfianding, and performing to their Creator, in their 


Youth, a rea/onable Service. . 
It is to be hoped too, that fuch as are Heads of Fa- 


-Mmilies (if they have any Regard to their own. eternal 


Salvation, and that of their Domeftics) will not fail to 
pray with them every Morning, when it can be com- 
plied with, as well as every Evening; and that they who 
have learned to pray in the /nfirmary, will be careful 


to pradtife that neceflary Duty at Home, with thofe whom 


‘God has committed to their Care, as well as-in their 


own Retirements. ! 
It is of /fmall Importance to us what fuch or fuch a 


Man does or fays—or what Notions the World may en- 


tertain of out/ide Appearances.—I/s the Gofpel true?—If - 


it be, (as it /urely is) then the ill Lives, Negligences, or 


Ignorance of others, will be no more an Excule for our 
Difobedience, than the Extravagancy of another in {pend- 
ing the Means of 4is Subfiftence, would be a Relief to 


us, if we had been fo indifcreet as to fpend our own. 


The too general Difufe therefore. of Famiry PRAYER, 
cannot afford even the leaft Shadow of a Pretence to coun- 


tenance our Negleét of it. Confult the Scriptures, and 


emulate the Aeraic Refolution of the brave Fefbua, when 


he faid, even upon the Suppofition of his being deferted 
by the whole Nation, ‘* 4s for Mr, and my Houfe, WE: 


“will ferve the Lord.” Joth. xxiv. 15.—We will faith- 


fully. retain, affert, and adorn Resligion.—Surely this 


oughtto be the fiacere Refolution, and con/fant Practice, 
of every Chriftian Mafter or Miftrefs of a Family.— 


Without this, none can reafonably expe to have dutiful — 


Children [or faithful Servants]—nor ju/fly hope to have 
God’s Blefling in this World, or his Favour and Ac- 
. ceptance 
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ceptance in that which is to. come,—The Depravity of 
that World, in which we are about to enter, dfiu@cre 
various ‘emptations and Dangers, which we are no 

Ways able to forefee or prevent, may well fuggeft to.us 
the great Propriety of imploring the Grace, Protection, 

and Bleffing of God before we go abroad, and-will alfo 
afford a very ftrong Argument for uniting our Petitions 

for it, as a amily, if Providence gives us an Opportunity, 

It remains to be obferved alfo (in order to render the 

Influence of Family Prayer more lafting and extenfive) 
that were all the Members of every Family frequently 

and fericufly to recollect, that they are daily to join to- 

_ gether in the folemn Worthip of the living God, and to 
beg for each other the Fulnefs of all heavenly Bleffings, 
the previous and conftant Expe@ation of being fo en- 
gaged, would help to prevent bitter Words, to fupprefs 
all Inftances of Unkindnefs, and to unite their Hearts in 
Love, that their Prayers be not hindered, 1 Pety iii. 7 

And let it be recollected, upon every proper Occafion, 
that to INTERCEDE for each other, either as a Family, or 
as a Community in general (low little foever it may now 
be regarded) is one of the moft important As of Chriftian 
Charity ; the Means of bringing down upon others, Bleff- - 
ings from on high, and of filling cur own Hearts with ex- 
tenfive and Brotherly Love.—It is alfo an A&t of fpiritual 
Charity, which the Poore/? are fo capable of exercifing, 
that they may be even rich in interceffionary Alms; and 
furely none can allow themfelves to defpife fuch Alms, fince 
the CHIEFEST of the Apoftles mo/? carne/fly and frequently * 
folicited them. , : vy r 

Havirg now made what Remarks I propofed on 
Forms ot Prayer; and on the Duty and Benefit of Fu- 
mily Prayer, I think it neceflary to add fome further Re- 
marks on Prayer in general. 

No Man living from the higheft to the loweft, whether 
he be learned or unlearned, can have a reafonable Excufe for 
the entire Omiffion of daily-Prayer ta God 5 fince the Refufal 
of fuch Homage, is to adi contrary to the Example and Com- 


~ mand of Chrift, and in Eff2d to difown his Power over uss 


bis Goodnefs to us; bis Juftice to punifh Tranfzreffians; 
_ * See Rom. xv. 30,—Col, iv. r2e——2 Tim, iin.” 
and 
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and to queftion his Faithfulnefs in fulfilling his Promifes. 
“for"1s PRAYER to be confidered merely as a Tribute 
which we owe to God, but alfo as the Means of deriving 
Strength and Comfort to our own Souls.—And a fincere 
Chriflian (one duly concerned for his fpiritual Health) 
would no more think of omitting Prayer To-day, becaufe he 
_ prattifed it Yelterday, than of abftaining from Food To- 
day, decaufe he Yetterday took it at the proper Seafon. 
The regular Returns of either may indeed be omitted on fome: 
very urgent Occa/ion, when the Honour of God, and the Good 
of our Fellow-Creatures plainly require our immediate Atten- 
dance on fome other Service ; but the {piritual Life can no more 
_ be maintained in a long and frequent Neglect of the one, than 
the natural Life is in that of the other.—‘* Our Wants are 
“ daily; and the Temptations, which draw our Hearts from 
God to the Things of this World, are daily; and, upon 
*¢ both thefe Accounts, our Prayers ought alfo ro be daily +.” 
_ Prayer is indeed generally acknowledged, by all that 
_profefs any Regard to Religion, to be a neceflary and 
effential Part of it.—‘* Sit ye here, fays our blefled Sa- 
«< viour, while I go pray yonder.” (AZatt. xxvi. 36.): 
Peter, “Fames, and “fobn, were three good Men, but 
©hrift bids them tarry while he went afide for private 
Prayer. For there are indeed Seafons, when the Chriftian 
would not be willing that the deareft Friend he had in 
the World fhould be with him, to hear and underftand 
what pafles between God and himfelf.—Prayer too muft 
at certain Seafons be the pecular Work. of the whole 
Mar, in which, Fitnefs of Time and Place are no lefs 
to be attended to, than in thole of our ordinary Calling.. 
—Indeed, the Zeal of the true Chriftian fhould always. 
be tempered with Modefty and directed by Prudence.. 
‘Moreover, Prayer fhould be confidered as an excellent 
Means of obtaining an END, yet more noble and va- 
Juable than itfelf:—-For the chief Defign of Prayer 
is, that we may procure the Grace of God,—to fubdue 
our corrupt Affections,—and to exable us to live in this. 
evil World, as Candidates: for a much better. If it 
produces not thefe i‘ffects, it is only a Lip-Labour, a 
Tree without Fruit, a {pecious SerF-Deckir. 
Ff See Dr. Gibjon’s (Bithop of Landon) Treatife on Family Devotion. 
DIRE C-- 
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DIRECTION If” sm. 


READ CAREFULLY EVERY Day some PART OF THE 
Hoty ScrRIPTURES. 


W HEN your Prayers in the Morning are ended, if 
your ‘Time will permit, improve yourfelf by read- 
ing fome Portion of the Holy Scripture, or hearing it 
read; and that you may the better profit by it, beg the 
Bleffing of Gop inthe following Prayer, or fome* other 
to the fame Effect. 
_ O Lorp Gop, who haft given thy Word to be a 
‘Lanthorn to my Feet, and a Light to my Path: Give 
me alfo the Affiftance of thy Hoty Spirit, that out of 
the fame Word, I may learn thy Will and my Duty, 
and direct my Courfe by it, fo as fhall moft promote 
thy Glory and my own Salvation, through Jesus Curist 
our Lord. Amen. | 
When you read, or hear the Bible read by others, 
be fure you do it with Reverence: Attend to it, not as 
the Word of Men, but of Gop. Gop regards him who 
is poor in Spirit, has a contrite Heart, and trembles at 
his Word; Let this then be always your Frame, and it 
will. awake your Fear and Attention, fo that you will 
ever profit by it, and retainit. | 
Be fure alfo, that you are defirous to learn your Duty. 
The new-born Babe defires the Milk of the Breaft, that 
‘he may grow thereby; and fo will you the fincere Milk 
‘of the Word, if you are a Child of Gop.—Every Time 
you read, be fure you apply the Commandments for 
your Direction, the Threatnings to deter you from Sin, 
or to humble you for it, and the Promifes for your Com- 
fort and Encouragement. | 
Take care, likewife, that you give Credit to the 
Truth: Look upon every Word there fpoken as true 
and certain, and) as what-fhall, in its due Time, be 
accomplifhed, or has already happened. Thus believe 
in the Lorp your Gop, and fo you fhall be eftablithed ; 
believe his Prophets and Apoftles, and fo you fhall prof- 
per: But if fuch-a Faith be not given to the Word of 
* See the Form, Page 17, ¥ 
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Gop, you may read it eternally, and it will be of no 
Sérvic€'to you. 

In this Book you will always find the Saviour is . 
exalted, the Sinner is humbled, and Holinefs is pro- . 
moted : I muft therefore earnefily intreat you to exa- 
mine frequently and thoroughly, your Principles and 
Practices by thefe Rules; which will be equally certain 
to you, as the Touch-Stone, on.which he tries his Gold, 
is to the Goldfmith: For if you do not perceive, that the 
Doétrines you have embraced tend to exalt the Saviour, 
to humble the Sinner, and to promote Holinefs ; or if they 
do tend to it, if they have not that Influence upon your 
Practice, you may be very fure, that your Knowledge 
is not faving, and that you have hitherto read in vair. 

Thus flatedly 1 would have you, if poffible, to read 
fome Portion of the Holy Scripture Morning and Even- 
ing; but if this cannot be done in the Morning (as I 
know, in the Winter-Time, it cannot by many poor 
Day-Labourers, who muft quit their Houfes in the Dark, 
and Jeave their Families in Bed) yet, in the Evening 
_ there will be moft furely an Opportunity ; and if you de- 

light in the Law of Gop, as you ought to do, you will — 
be as fure to take it, as well as all other Times of the 
Day, when fuch happy Seafons offer themfelves.—And 
you might then fele&t a Text of Scripture, and get it by 
Heart, in ordet to meditate upon it next Morning as you 
work. That you may feize fuch Occafions, I beg leave 
to give you twa grand Dire€tions, as the principal Fur- 
therances of every religious Duty, and without a due 
Obfervance of which, all my ether Directions muft be 
ineffectual : . 
I. Watchs 
II. Redeem Time. 

You muft watcu before, jn, and after every Duty. 
Before, to preveht Impediments, to take Opportunities, 
and to mark Occurrences that may fit you for it: /n the 
Duty, you muft watch againft Careleffnefs, and wan- 
dering Thoughts: And after the Duty, you muft mark 
what Improvements you make; whether you grow in — 
Wifdom and Grace, or whether the Duty is not bar- 
ren and unfruitful, . You, 
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You muft alfo reperm Tims.—Remember Time is 
precious, and if lo& is irrecoverable. Every Friend, and) 
every Thing will be apt to be ftealing rais from you, 
therefore it behoves you to be very careful of it.—That 
you may be fo, afk yourfelf every Morning,..as you rife, 
_ the following Queftions, and make Memorandums. .* 

accordingly, 

1, What Bufinefs have I to do this Day, and in 
— what Order? : | | 
2. What Opportunities can I this Day contrive. for 
doing Good to others, or for improving myfelf? 

3. What Temptations, am I ‘likely to meet with, 
and in what Inftances have I lately failed? 

Remember Pun@tuality is the very Life of Bufinefs, 
and though, ftrictly fpeaking, not a Vircue, yet, from its 
great Ule, very nearly allied to one; and moft of the 
{nconveniencies in Life arife from the Breach of it. 


DIRE C.F LON Iv, 


MepIraTE DAILY uPoN THE Worpb, AND: Works 
or GOD. 
BEfore! proceed upon this Subjet, it will be proper 
to caution the Reader, that it is not only lawful, 
but abfolutely neceffary, at proper Seafons, to {et our 


_* In the Affairs of this World, it is of known Ufe to make 
Memarandums of the feveral Bufineffles to be tranfaéted every Day. 
—In our /piritual Life it would be of no lefs Utility bats to 
examine into, and imprint upon ovr Minds, what (if the Expref- 
fion may be allowed me) I would call our particular Bufinefs with 
God ; that is to fay, what we more efpecially and immediately 
want with God.—For my own Part, it has long been a Cuftom 
with me to afk myfelf (either in my Chamber, or as J ride, or 
walk) “ What Bujinefs have I this Day with God? viz. What 
~ Mercies have I to acknowledge? What Helps and Affiftances to 

implore? What Sins to repent? &c. &c. I fhall only obferve, 
‘that the great Advantages of fuch a Habit will be more readily 
felt than defcribed: I was induced to mention this for the Benefit 
of fuch fincere Chriftians, as would be glad of any likely Method 
to advance their fpiritual Improvement; efpecially at fuch Times, 
as they are unavoidably hindered from performing the more folemn 
Devyaotiorts of the Clofet, m . 

. | ‘Thoughts 
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‘Thoughts upon the Concerns of this Life: The Works 
ef our Callings are what Gop has appointed us to do, 
and which, being followed in a holy Moderation in Obe- 
dience to his Commandment, are. fo far from feparating 
the Heart from him, that they unite it more clofely to 
him. Many ingenious Trades demand the moft intenfe 
Application of the Mind to become Mafters of them, 
and itis. not the Defign of Chriftianity to make Men 
negligent in the Bufinefs of their refpe€tive Callings : This 
may, this muff be done, and yet we may be heavenly- 
minded. ‘* One Thing is needful,” and bleffed are thofe 
‘who choofe that better Part which can never be taken 
from them *. | = a 
\It being very evident, that the Subje& of THis D1- 
RECTION, (viz. Meditation upon the Word and Works of 
Gop) muft comprife every Creature in the World, and 
every Article of: Religion; it cannot:be expedted, that I 
- fhould enter into a Detail of the Particulars; it is enough 
for me to fhew, how we may, in this Manner, begin 
and end the Day with God; and to give you Hints cf 
fome Subje&ts, that are'more particularly worthy of fre 
quent Contemplation, as : 
In the, Morning, before your Devotions, keep out all 
‘worldly Thoughts as much as poffible; and endeavour to 
meditate on religious Subjeéts, fuch as the following, 
‘which are-at’all ‘Tames proper, but peculiarly fo before 


* I think this Caution neceffary, lefi fome weak Chriftians 
fhould create Uneafinefs to themfelyes and others, from an Imagi- 
‘nation, that to apply their Thoughts intenfely to the Purfuit. or 
‘Improvement of their particular Vocations, is being earthly-minded. 
“Remember that the awhole of Religiox is fo fay from confifting in 
Prayer and Mediaticn, that the Performance of thefe great and ne- 
‘ceflary Duties will, by no Means, juftify the Negleét of or are 
“Intended to interfere «with, any other belonging to that Station of 
“Life, in which the Providence of God has placed us. He that 
LAYS3, “© continue inflant in Prayer, (Rom, xi. 12.) and meditate 
“© whon thefe Things,” (1 Tim.av. 5.) fays alfo, ‘ Be not flothjul in _ 
‘& Bufinefs,’ (Rom. xii. 11.) The fame high Authority which” 
has commanded the one to be done, has moft peremptorily required 
‘that the other be not left wdowe. 


Prayer, 
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_ Prayer *, reading the Scripture, or going to any Place 
of Worfhip.. ¥ rR 
Meditate on the unfpeakable Glory ef the great Gop, 
and your own exceeding Sinfulnefs, that you may con- 
fefs your Tranfgreffions with deep Humiliation, and pray 
with Reverence and godly Fear. i 
Meditate on the Blood of Curist, which was fhed to 
obtain all heavenly Bleflings for you; and on his powerful 
_ Interceffion at his FaTHER’s right Hand, fee HEB. iv. 14.. 
_ in Behalf of all thofe who come unto Gop by him. 


‘ 


* A State of Thankfulnefs is much to be defired and cultivated,—~ 
as fuch a State is the moff pleafing to Almighty God, the m/f orna- 
mental to our holy Religion, and the maf com/ortable to ourtelves. 
- —In order therefore to beget and fupport. this moft amiable and 
_ delightful Temper, “I would advife you juft to read over (either 
_ before or after your Devotions) the following Hints—and con- 
_ template upon them a little, when your Time permits,—always re- 
membering, that if you find your Heart in a fit Frame for religious 
i 
: 


4 


_ Meditation, even that is juf Matter of cheering Reflection, and 
‘grateful Praife. 
Bay 1. MEDITATIONS ON MERCIES PAST. 

bi Prefervation from the Dangers of the. Night, as Fire, —Tempefts, 
—Robbery,—Murder,—pernicious Dreams, by which fome have 
_ been terrified to Diftraction, and in which others have even de-. 
 ftroyed themfelves., Sais 
' _ Refrefhment of Sleep,—or comfortable Supports from God, 
. during a refilefs Night. a Pp 

; How many. have fpent the Night in Prifons.—How many 1m 
_ excefive Pain of Body, or inexprefible Anguifh of Mind, weary ot 
their Beds, and their Lives. i‘ : 
. 


aA 


e's 2. MEDITATIONS ON MERCIES PRESENT. 
. Cheerfulnefs of the Sun; or Contrivance of artificial Lights to 
_ fupply its Abfence.—All, Manner of comfortable Conveniencies, at 
a leaft ‘* Food and Raiment, and the Necefaries of Life, wherewith 
_ *§ you fhould learn of the Apoftle + to be content.” 
E “3. MEDITATIONS ON MERCIES FUTURE. 
_ . The Profpeét of {pending another Day ufefully ; and in the 
 defirable Society of your Relations, or intimate Friends ; and the 
_ Hope of more effectually fecuring the Favour of God, through 
_ the Mediation of Chrift, and a happy Immortality, for which you 
are a Probationer.—Whereas many were fummoned latt Night, frona 
their Bodies, to appear before God. : 
+ 1 Tim, vi. 8, 
; H Call 
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Call to mind and treafure up in your Memory fome of - 


thole exceeding precious * Promiies, which Gop has 
made to encourage your Prayers and eftablifh your Faith, 
—Vhus give Gop your firft Thoughts, that he may 
hold the chief Part in your Heart; and this will eftrange 
i hea worldly Impediments, and fit you for every holy 
uty. ; 
For the reft of the Day, it will be extremely proper 
‘to meditate, fometimes upon the Nature of Gon, his 
Attributes, his Love to us in fending his only begotten 
Son that we might live through him; the Love of 


Curist, his Life, Death, Refurreétion, Afcenfion, she 


infinite Value of his Sufferings, and the Benefits we re- 
ceive from him as our Mediator; the fending of the 
Hory Guosg, and his Work in fanétifying the Hearts 
of Believers.—Often it will be proper to think of the 
Excelence of the Soul, the Turpitude of Sin, the Beauty 
of Holinefs, the Certainty of Death, the Terrors of 
Judgment, the Torments of Hell, and the Joys of 
Heaven.—Thefe, which are the wonderful Proofs of 
Gon’s Care and Regard for us, ought to be often the 
Subjeé of our Reflections. | 
If we turn our Thoughts from the Word to the Works 
of Gop, every Creature will furnith us with a Theme; 
and we may frame. an excellent Meditation upon it, if 
we reficct upon its Qualities, its Ufe, the Benefit we 
receive from it, and the particular inftruClive References 
made to many of them in the Book of Gop: But then 
you muft be fure not to dwell upon it only as a 


Virtuofo, to gratify your rational Curioftty;~but, like a 


Chriftian, call Religion to the Feaft, and make a fpiritual 
Improvement. No Man can want an Inftru€or, if he 
does not want a Heart: The very Sheep will teach him 
Patience, the Dog Faithfulnefs, the Serpent Wifdom, 
and the Dove Innocence; the Ant and the Bee will 


* Some of thefe PRomMISES you may meet with in the follow- 
ing Scriptures, viz. Pfalm 1. 15.—Matt. xxi. 22.—John xvi. 23. 
—1 Tim. iv. 8.—2 Pet. i. 4.—Heb. vi. 7.—I have not inferted them 
at length, as you will receive ftill greater Benefit from looking. 
thein out, and reading them carefully in your Bible. 


i 
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reprove him for his Sluggifhnels, and the Ox. and the 
Afs correét him for his Ignorance. , ne eet 
While you are undrefiing, and by Degrees laying 
afide every Garment, confider of how little Importance 
it is, what Materials thofe Garments are made of, fo 
long as they aniwer the Ufes and Demands of Nature. 
— The fame Nature alfo requires, at certain Seafons, the 
moft fuperb Apparel of the Great to be put off, and 
leaves their Bodies little more to boaft of than your own.— 
When you come to lye down in the Grave, all fuch 
Trifles muft be laid afide; and when you are again 
called to rife, other Cloathing and other Ornaments will 
be required, without which both Body and Soul will 
continue naked and miferable to al] Eternity. In the 
Apofile’s Phrafe, to put on Curis‘r, and to be united. to 
him, is your only Security: For he is: the Way, and... 
the Truth, and the Life, and no Man can come unto 
the FaTHEeRr but by him. He is the Door into the 
Sheepfold, by which alone you can enter, there being none 
other Name given among Men whereby you muft be 
faved. How ought you then to be continually found in 
the Exercife of every Grace, that may make it to you 
Curisr to live, and Gain to die. Such as, 
I. Sincere Repentance for your paft Sins. 
2. Stedfaft Faith in our Lory Jesus Curist, and a 
_thankful Remembrance of his dying Love. 
3, Love to Mankind of all Ranks, and of every Dene- 
mination. ; 

4 Refignation to the divine Will, and univerfal Obe- 

dience to it.. ee 
Thefe will be Ornaments indeed, clear Proofs that 
you have ‘* put off the old Man with his Deeds ;” and if 
you are fully fatished of this, Sleep or-Death will be 
equally eligible: So that you will be able to fay with: 
David, ** into thy Hands I commend my Spirit; for 
‘¢ thou haft redeemed me, O Lorp, thou Gop of 

Truth.” Pfalm xxxi. 6. : 

_ If you awake in the Night, and cannot compofe your- 
felf again to reft; or if the Severity of any Diforder fhould 
keep you from Sleeping, L hose you will. endeavour to. 

ms . 2 footh 
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footh. vour Anguifh, and beguile the tedious, or rather, 
Improve the important Hours, by following the -Pre- 
scription which the divine Phyfician, for all our fpiritual 
Maladies, has fent us by the Hand of his Servant, viz. 
‘© Tfany be afflicted, Jet him pray—like David, remem- 
“bering your Gop in your Bed, and meditating upon 


*© him 


in the Night-Watches.” Bible Pfalms \xiii. 6. 


Thefe Verfes too, which were purpofely compofed for 
the Ufe of the Sick, and are more immediately cal- 
culated for Perfons in fuch affliftive Circumftances 
than is ufually to be met with in printed Collec- 
tions, may ferve at any Time, if committed to Me- 
mory, as a profitable Amufement and Meditation for 
the Patients; efpecially when they cannot reft, or 
happen to awake in the Night. erat oes. 


-I. 


2s 


6. 


* See 


v.- 


A 4 ¥ God, with grateful Heart Pll raife 
A daily Altar to thy Praife; 

Thy friendly Hand my Courfe directs, 

Thy watchful Eye my Bed proteds. 

When Danger, Woes, er Death are nigh, 

Paft Mercies teach me where to fly; 

The fame Almighty Arm can aid, 

Now Sicknefs grieves, and Pains invade. 

To all the various Helps of Art, 

Kindly thy healing Power impart ; 

Bevruespa’s Batu * refufed to fave, 

Unlefs an Angel ble/s'd the Wave. 

All Med tines aét by thy Decree, 

Receive Commiffion all from thee ; 

And not a Plant which fpreads the Plains, 

But teems with Health when Heav’n ordains. 

Clay and Siloam’s Pool + we find, 

At Heaven's Command refter'd the Blind; 

Hence Jordan’s { Waters once were feen 

To wafh a Syrian Leper clean. 

But grant me nobler Favours fill, 

Grant me to know, and do thy Will; 

John v. 4. + John ix. 7.” t 2 Kings v. 10. 
7 | ' . Purge 


aaatied 


; 
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Purge my foul Soul from ev ry Stain, a! ie 
And fave me from eternal Pain. | 
7. Can fuch aWretch for Pardon fue! 
My Crimes, my Crimes, arife ta View! 
Arreft my trembling Tongue in Pray’rs 
And pour the Horrors of Defpair. 
8.. But ch! regard my contrite Sighs, 
My tortur’d Breaft, my ftreaming Eyes ; 
To me thy boundle/s Love extend, 
My Ged, my Father, and my Friend. 
9. Thefe lovely Names, I ne’er could plead, 
Fad not thy Son vouchfafd to bleed ; 
His Blood procures for Adam’s Race, 
Admittance ta the Throne of Grace. 
10. Vhen Vice hath {bat its poifon’d Dart, 
4nd concious Guilt corrodes the Heart 3. 
His Blood is all-fufficient found 
To draw the Shaft, and heal the Wound... 
11. What Arrows pierce fo deep as Sin? 
What Venom gives fuch Pains within? 
Thou. great Phyfician of the Soul! 
Rebuke my. Pangs, and make me whole.. 
12. Ob! if [ truft thy fov’ reign Skill, 
With due Submiffion to thy Will, 
Sicknefs, and Death, /ball both agree, 
Lo bring me, Lorn, at laf, to THEE. 

Thus I have given you my Thoughts on the Duty of 
Meditation, and on fome of the Subjects moft pro-: 
per for it. I have only further to add, when you are 
meditating, let your Thoughts. be intent: Keep to Gne- 
Subject tll your Heart be affected with it. If you think 
eo! Gop, ceafe not to think of him till you admire and: 
adore: If you think of his Omnifcience and Omnipre- 
fence, double your Watch over yourfelf; if of bis Mercy,. 
have a juit Indignation againft yourfelf for Abufes of it3; 


if of his fuftice, tremble before him. If you meditate: 


upem Curist, make no End till Love has melted yourr 
Heart ; ifof his Death, apply the Virtue of it for your: 
own. Redemption.. If you. think. of the Eviliof.S:n,, flop» 
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not till your Heart abhors.it; if of the Striétnefs and 
_ Reétitide of the divine Law, awe your Soul to Obe- 
dience. Without this practical RecolleGion, your Me- 
ditations will rather chili than warm your Devotion; but 
thus improved, they will add Life and Strength to your 
religious Exercifes. . 


DIRECTION V. 


‘ConVERSE FREQUENTLY ON RELIGIOUS SuBJECTS *, 
AND, FOR THAT PurRPosE, BE PARTICULARLY 
CAREFUL IN THE CHOICE oF your Company, 


AND IN KEEPING A STRICT GUARD OVER YOUR 
‘TONGUE. 3 ! 


ay HAT your Converfation may be edifying to your- 


felf and others, be watchful to prevent its turning 


upon idle or improper ‘Topics; and, in order to prevent — 


it, 


* The following Hints, for religious Converfation with the- 


afflicted, will fhew the Ufe of writing down fuitable Materials for 
Converfation on many other Occafions: (For Inftance, with a pre- 
famptuous or defponding Sinner: Upon the Wonders of God dif- 
coverable by the Microfcope in the minute Creation, @c. @c.)— Af- 
fliStions are appointed by the Wifdom and Goodnefs of God, which 
is an Argument for Refignation and Comfort—the Example of Ei, 
Fob, aad Chrift.—Affiictions too are defigned as Bleflings—God is 
out of Kindnefs fevere—If it be-urged that Affliction is peculzarly 
calamitous; it may be anfwered, Gop, the unerring Gop prefcribed 
at, and therefore it is proper. If it be inquired what Benefits arife 
from it?—It weans from the World—and may bring us to Chrift, 
whom, while on Earth, not the rich and gay, but the poor and 
afflitted, fought after, and ftill feek after.—Chrift has Pardon of 
Sin, and the Gift of the Holy Spirit to beftow.—Be frequent 
- ‘therefore in Prayer.—This, recommended by the Examples of Da- 
niel, David, and Hannah—Imitate them. Prayer does not tend 
to deje&t, but elevate the Mind—Endeavour to be cheerful.—This 
Difpofition under Misfortunes, or a Releafe from them, is not 
to be. obtained by the Vilits of worldly Company; but by Prayer 
‘and confulting the Scriptures, that Treafury of Comfort—Earthly 
Friends cannot give‘it.—God is both able and-willing te beftow 
that Peace which the World, and worldly Things, cannot give; 


—a Peace which furpafles all Underftanding, and without which _ 


the greateft Monarch.on Earth is an Objeét, not of Envy, but of 
our Vompaffion. ; npeAae 
si — See 


a“ 


|. gious Subje@s, where it can be done with Propriety. 
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it, the bet Guard will be an. Introdu@tion of fome reli- 
Which being as numerous as thofe for heavenly Contem- 
plation, I need not name Particulars:—The Things 
moft worthy of your Meditation, are moft worthy of 
your Difcourfe, and of thofe I have already taken Notice; 
only as I there gave you a Caution previous to your M/e- 
ditations, I will here add fome others with Regard to the 
Government of your ‘Tongue in general, which I muft 


_ beg of you carefully to obferve, feeing << if any Man pre- 
<* tend to be religious, and bridles not his Tongue, that 


‘¢ Man’s Religion is vain.” | 

Firft, Let the glorious Names of Almighty Gop ne- 
ver be taken into your Mouth, unlefs upon weighty and 
juft Occafions ; and even then, let your Heart always 
be affect-d with the moft ferious Confideration of that 
eternal Being before whom you fpeak, and whofe great 
and dreadful Name you mention. Gop is greatly dif- 
honeured, when his Name is banded to and fro in ordj- 
nary Converfation, without due Refpe& of his incom- 
prehenfible Greatnefs. } | 

Secondly, When you fpeak of your Neighbour, fpeak 


all the Good you know of him truly and readily, whe- 
ther he be Friend or Foe; yet always behind his Back, 


rather than before his Face.—If. any thing Evil, or de- 


 Fogatory to his Character muft be publifhed, befure you 


don’t {peak by Hear-fay,: but according to your perfonal 


x Knowledge ; nor even then, without a lawful Calling, 


as when you are fummoned before a Magiftrate to bear 
witnefs to the Truth, or when Hutt has arifen, or may 
arife to ethers from the Evil;.or when you know: of 
any one who has Authority to redrefs it. In fuch Cafes, 
and to fuch Perfons, we ought to fpeak-of the Evil we 


Know of our Neighbours, but not otherwife. To un- 


. See the celebrated Dr. Eucas’s little Tra&t (Price Two-Pentce) 


on the Influence and Regulation of Converfation—Lord, teach us 
to pray (Luke xi. 1.) was the Requeft of one of the Difciples.— 
Lord, teach us to converfe judicioufly and effeétually, fhould be 


_the hourly Petition of every Chriftian, as Conwerfation is fo powerful 
an Inftrument of Good: or Evil. 


cover 
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cover the Nakednefs of our Brethren, without a juft 
Calling, is extremely unlawful, and exceedingly perni- 
cious: It always begins in Self-Love, and ends in Con- 
‘tention.—An impertinent meddling’ in other Peoples 
Concerns, is a direét Breach of that admirable Rule laid 
down by the Apoftle; srupy TO BE QUIET, AND MIND 
youR own Business, 1 Theff iv. 11.—and it is well 


known what violent Arimotities, furious Refentments,. 
: 3 3 


and implacable Hatreds arife from a Difregard to it.— 
Indeed, where you have Authority, apprehend it may be 
‘well taken, or are in any Degree perfonally concerned, 
it will be quite proper to tell your Neighbour Himfelf 


of his Faults: Our Lorn’s Rule is,—/f thy Brother fin ‘ 


againft thee, reprove him; and if be repent, forgive him. 

- Vhirdly, When you. fpeak of yourfelf, befure let it be 
modeftly,: without Vanity or Boafting. Never praife 
_pourfelf without abfolute Neceffity, as’ when you are 
unjuftly traduced, or in Defence of your own Inno- 
cence: Still it would be imprudent to fpeak any Thing 
which tends to your own Difadvantage, or blaze about 
your own Faults. Briefly, let your-Speech be fincere, ho- 
neft, and edifying: Let it be fitted to the Time, the Place, 
the Occafion, and the Perfon with whom you converte 3: 
and let it tend to the Glory of Gon, the Difparagement of 
Sip,and the Defence of good Men and good Things; and: 
‘it will be an Argument to others of a gracious Heart, well 
— ftored with Wifdom and replenifhed with Virtue. 

Flee every Temptation that is likely to draw you into. 
Sin, and weigh well, and often, the Precept given by: 
St. ‘Fobn, as a tender Father to his dear Child, wider 
that beautiful and expreffive Phrafe, ‘* Little Children. 
_ €§ (too apt to be pleafed with every Trinket and Toy): 
$< Keep yourfelves from Ldafs,” not enly trom thofe of the 
Heathens, but from every Sort which might alienate your 


Regard from God, Every Allurement,-which the Devil 


Jays before Man to entice him to Sm, fuch as Riches, 
Honour, Pleafures, Company, and Senfualities of any 
‘Kind, are the feveral /dols (Toys or Trinkets) which he 
prefents as the Objects of Admiration and Worfhip:. No 


Matter to him which you take. Whatever draws off. 


your 


i 
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your AffeQions from God, will equally anfwer his, Ends. 
His Temptation of Curisv is reprefented to us under the 
Device of fhewing him all the Kingdoms of the World 
and the Glory of: them, as we read in Matt. iv. 8, 9.— 
Be ever obfervant therefore of the Directions here laid 
down, and then none of thefe Idols can have Accefs to 
your Heart. | rap es 


; Dy DRE OTE OnNex VI, 

_ Be FREQUENT IN THE EXAMINATION OF YOURSELF, 
ESPECIALLY BEFORE PRAYER, THAT YOU MAY FUL- 
LY KNOW vouR OFFENCES, AND BE TRULY HUM- 
BLED FOR THEM. 


S UC Has have Leifure, would do well to try themfelves 
by the following Form of Self-Examination, or its 4- 
bridgment, every Evening.—Such as are ina frequent Hur- 
ry, and fubject to the Authority of others, ufing the fame 
Method as often as they conveniently can. Confcience 
‘will anfwer all the Queftions here ftated in a few Minutes, 
. and to thefe, fuch others may be added as any one’s Sta- 
tion in Life, or particular Circumftances, may require. 
—Thofe who can write, would do well to fet down, on 
a Slip of Paper, the Sins of which they find themfelves 
guilty. Such Sins fhould be reviewed by Way of Cau- 
tion, penitently lamented, prayed, and ftriven againft ; 
_and God fhould be thanked, with the utmoft Gratitude, 
that he ftill permits a longer State of Trial or Probation, 
But particularly write down the Reafons which at any 
_ Time make you afraid to die; confider them well, and 
oppofite to them write down the proper Methods to 
prevent fuch Fears’ for the future; and the beft Argu- 
ments you can get to fortify yourfelf againft them at the 
prefent Time.—Confult too, fome experienced €hriftian, 
if you have fuch a Bofom Friend, in whom you can 
entirely confide. pans ai 3] 

Self Examination is a moft important Duty, as it 
acquaints us with eur own Hearts,—Never, therefore, 
examine yourlelf flightly, and only as a Thing of Gourfe; 

_ but always REMEMBER that this Examination is made 
Baek in 
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in the Prefence of the all-feeing God; and that you may 


he inifantly f{ummoned, by fudden Death, before hits 
Tribunal, there to have your Sincerity tried. 
PREPS ERE IB DS ES RE EE ER 
_ * Heaps oF SELF- EXAMINATION, 
As to thi Breaches of your Duty towards God, your Neigh- 
bour, and yourfelf. 

I. Duties towards God. | 
ABRIDGEMENT. 
Ts H OW have I this 

** Day _ offended 
God by committing Sin 
in Thought, Word, or 


Deed ?—2. Have I o- 
mitted, or carelefly per- 


I, O Itruly, fincerely, and 
without the leaft Doubt 
or Scruple, believe in God the 
Father, in Jefus Chrift, and in 
the Holy Ghoit?—Have I the 
feme Faith in my Heart which 
I profefs in my Lips?—Do I | formed my religious Du- 
live in an habitual Senfe of | ties? 
God’s continual Prefence with me; and am I careful. to 
obey him to the utmoft of my Power ?—Do I acknow- 
ledge myfelf accountable to him for all my Thoughts, 
Words, and AGtions; my Repentance, or Obftinacy; 
a Belief, or Difbelief; miy Obedience, or Difobe- 
lence ? | 
2. Dol bold myfelf obliged to worfhip God both iz 
public and in private?—Do I take a Delight in my 
Duty, and perform it daily, as often as I have Opportu- 
nity '—Do I regularly comply with his holy Ordinances 5 
particularly that of receiving the blefled Sacrament ?— 
Do I gratefully acknowledge the great Works of my 
Creation, Prefervation, Redemption, and San@ification ?— 
Do I make the Will of God the Rule of my Actions; 


* This longer Form of Self-Examination fhould be frequently 
and well confidered, efpecially every Sunday;'and the Abridge- 
_ ment is intended to be learned by Heart, as it may be fervicesble 

- to Patients when they cannot make Ufe of this Book, or to others, — 
when they have no Leifure to enter into a longer and more parti- 
cular Examination. tae 

| and 
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and do I contentedly fubmit to that under all Ciscum- 
 ftances of Life? | jal is. he 
3. Am I zealous for God’s Honour; and do I thew 
a due Reverence to his holy Name?—Am I guilty of 
no Profanenefs, Curfing, or Swearing, nor any Way 
encourage it in others; but, on the contrary, difcoun- 
tenance it as much as in my Power?—Do I prefer 
Things temporal to Things eternal, and feek by what- 
foever I do, to advance the Glory of God ?—Have lno 
Anxiety, or Murmurings, with Regard to the Things 
of this Life, and dol reft contented in that State wherein 
it has pleafed God to place me ?——Do I not prefume too 
much on God’s Mercy through Chrift (fo as to goon 
in wilful Sins) nor upon any Occafion diffruft his Pro- 
uidence, or fatherly Care of me? 7 


II. Duties towards my Neighbour. 


. ABRIDGEMENT. 

_ 1. Have not provoked my] 1, Have 1 in any Re- 
Neighbour by any proud, fur- | fpect injured my Neigh- 
ly, contemptuous, and ill-na- | bour in Body, Goods, 
tured Speeches, or Aétions ?— | or CharaGter? and am, 
Have not I injured him by | I defirous to make him. 
flandering, lying, deceiving, or | full Satisfaétion and Re- 

defrauding him upon any Oc- paration? 2. Do TI fin- 
cafion ’—Have I endeavoured cerely forgive all Injuries 
to take away his good Name, | received from him, as 
or leflen his Charaéter and | God in Chri Jefus has 
Reputation in the World?— forgiven me? — 

Should I rejoice at any Evil which might befal him ?— 
Dol fecretly with his’ Death, or any Harm or Lofs to 
happen to him? : | 

2. Have I endeavoured to tempt, or draw him into 
Sin, by any indecent, or evil Example which I have 
Thewn ?—Do I truly or fincerely with for his Welfare 
both fpiritual and temporal, and do what I can to pro- 
mote it?—Do I give him proper Admonitions, and 
friendly Advice whenfoever I fee him and in need of 
them, or judge that they might be ufeful; or do J receive 
Juch kindly from him?—Do I make Amends for any In- 

‘the | juries ~ 
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juries I have done him defignedly, or by Accident; and 
have | ¢#rue Compaffion and Concern for him when un- 

der any Affliction or Want; and do I endeavour to help 

and relieve him to the utmoft of my Power? 

. Do I heartily forgive all Injuries, which he ever 

did me; and do I fincerely defire and endeavour to live 

at Peace and Friendfhip with 4im?—If he continues in 

Enmity * with me, do I pray to God for him, and find 

in myfelf a fincere Difpofition to return Good for Evil? 


Ill... Duties faynarts myfelf.. 


| ABRIDGEMENT. 
x. Am J, in my Converfa- |] . 1. Do ftrive to fuba: 
tion, vain glorious, fubject to | due, and pray earneftly 
‘Paffion, and eafily provoked; | againft all irregular De- 
or do I preferve a Decency, | fires, and evil Affeécti- 
Modefty, and Humility, with- | ons; endeavouring to - 


* One of the moft illuftrious, but, at the fame Time, one of the 
mot dificult of the Chriftian Duties, is “ To love our Enemies ; 
<¢ and to pray for the Welfare and Amendment of them who de- 
‘“< fpitefully ufe and perfecute us.”—As therefore Love and Charity 
towards all fuch, is fo repeatedly and ftrongly injoined us by our 
Lord, we are under. an indi/penfible Obligatien to comply with it; 
and if we duly obferve this Precept, we fhall foon find the beneficial 
Effe&ts of it.—But let none imagine that this Injun@tion is meant 
to produce Infenfibility. Our Creator has endued the human Mind 
with a Senfe of Refentment, as the neceflary Means of Self-Prefer- 
vation. This limits the U/e of Anger ;-——any farther Extenfion is 
the Abufe of it.—** Be ye angry and fin not.”” Violent Wrath, with 
its ufual Attendant Malice, is a moft dangerous {piritual Malady ; 
the péculiar Remedy for which, is fervent Prayer; and happily in 
the Power of every one. ‘This is equally falutary with regard to 
him who gives, and him who receives, a Provocation, The In- 

: jurer of his Neighbour, and the Self-Avenger, fhould alike be con- 
fidered as fpiritually difeafed; and both are, confequently, Objeéts 
of Compafion, vather than of Hatred.—Prayer for our Enemy is 
the Means to obtain the Grace of God for his Converfion; and, at 
the fame Time, to preferve our own Breaft ferene, and out of 
Danger from any Infection from our Intercourfe with him. It is 
not only a neceffary Aét of Obedience to our bleffed Saviour’s.- 
exprefs Command, but it is the ftrongeft Proof that “* we are not 
« overcome of Evil, but overcome Evil with Good.”* 

eel out 
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out over-valuing myfelf, or de- | lead a fober, righteous, > 
fpifing others upon any Occa- | and godly Life; anddo-: 
fian > ing all the Good I can? 

2. Am I diligent in my Bu-'| —2. Am Dmore intent 
- finefs, or Calling; and do I} upon fecuring my eter- 
employ my fpare Time inno- | nal Happinefs, than up- 
cently, and, to the beft of my | on any of ‘the Parfuits, 
Power, ufefully to myfelf and | or Advantages of this 
others ?——Am I contented with | World? And 3, Am [ 
my Condition, free from co- | now in thatState { would: 
* vetous Defires, or envious Re- | chufe to be found at the 
| pinings at the Profperity of | Approach of Death *? 
others ?—Do I not indulge mylelf in any blameable Ex- 
cefs; but am I careful to keep myfelf temperate and 
chafte, not only in 4%, but in Word, and even in 
Thought ?—Do I not indulge myfelf in unneceffary Sleep, 
and in needle/s + Amufements, Recreations, or Diverfions 

"Sieh 
5a B., Method even fhorter than this, may be ufed whenfoever any — 
one is much prefled in point of Time; namely, by dividing the , 
Day into four Paris, the Morning,—the Forenoon,—the After- 
noon,—and the Evening.—Confidering briefly, but very atten< 

tively, what the Behaviour has been in each of them.—This. I 
would call a MENTAL SELF-EXAMINATION; and a Perfon will 
be able, with great Expedition, to recolleét his Failings, under 
the fame general Heads of Duty to God, Neighbour,. and Self.— 
But no Man thould content himfelf with this ort: mental Cxami- 
mation, when there is Leifure and Opportunity for deing it mors 
at large. . 

t As Perfons in digher Ranks of Life than thofe for whom thefe. ; 
DiRECTIONS were immediately intended, may probably look. into _ 
it, I think it not improper, for their Sakes, to add, that I am, 
very fenfible, not only of the Ixnocence, but Expediency of AMUSE- 
MENTS, when well chofen and moderate, when uied not meray 
** to pals TIME away,” but to unbend the Mind, or give Bate 
and Health to the Body; and thus make us more fit for profitasle 
Employments :—Therefore I would, by no Means, haye this 
Queftion fo underftood as condemning Amnfements im general, ox, 
infinuating, that CuristTianity and CuEgRFULNESs were in-. 
confiftent with each other.—My Defign is only to guard against 
 «excefive Indulgencies of this Kind ;—againft turning them into 
the main Bufinefs of Life, inftead of admitting them by Wayvot 
Recreation.—And {ince it is not uncommon, even for Serious People, 

ta 
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of. any; Kind?—Am I not fubje& to Pride, Oftentation, 
or-Extravagance in my Expences or Apparel? 
‘3.AmI-more’ concerned .about,. or intent upon the 
Care of my Body, Eftate, or other Affairs of this World, 
than about the Interefts of my Soul and. the Security of 
my eternal Salvation?—What Ground have I lately got © 
of. :my conftitutional Sins ?—-How have I this Day be- 
haved under any /udden Vexation, er Temptation to: 
thofe Sins which moft eafily befet. me?—Have I well 
confidered that the orld of Spirits muft foon open upon- 
me, perhaps this very Night ?—-Do I fincerely defire and 
labour to fit and prepare myfelf for Death, by repenting of, 
and forfaking my Sins, and by ufing all thofe Means the 
holy Scriptures teach me, to obtain Pardon of my Sins, 
and to fecure:the Favour of my great Redeemer ?—Do lI 
fiartle at the Thoughts of a Separation of Soul and Body; 
er can/l ‘compofe myfelf in a.refigned * Difpofition, 


either to fleep or die? i 
How 


to fquander away,too many of their ize/timable Moments in very 
Vanity, this Caution cannot be deemed zeedle/s.—May none of my 
Readers forget'that Time is a Talent, for which we mutt. give 
Account! ‘That our great Mafter has exprefsly commanded us by 
his Apoftle, “to REDEEM 1T:” That it is. the Ground-work of 
all religious’ Improvement, and religious Service :—That to trifle 
it away, hurts. the Power of Chriftianity in our Hearts; asa Worm, 
at the Root'of a‘Plant, obftrnéts its Growth, imperceptibly indeed, 
but effe&tually, perhaps deftructively. ‘ 

* This is the Temper, which the Believers of old aually ens 
joyed, (See 2’Cor. v. 1, 2.) and which WE fhould pray to obtain, 
—Remémbring that Dearu hath no Power to hurta Soul that is 
united by Farry (fee John xvil. 21.) to the great Redeemer, who 
is fupreme Lord of the unfeen World; or (as the Scripture ex-) 

tefles it) “* has the Keys of HEvu and of Deatu.” Rev; i. 18.— 
‘cannot ‘eafily exprefs this Temper, which ] would be fo glad to 
cultivate and promote, better than in the Words of Corley, 


& Be fatisfy'd and pleas’d with what Thou art ; 
“AG chearfully and well th allotied Part. 
&¢ Improve the prefent Hour: Be thankful for the Pat; 
_ And neither fear, nor with th Approaches of the Lait.” 
What a cheerful and refigned Spirit is here!—The Attainment 


of which will be the greateft Happinefs to ourfelyes ; is one of Abe, 
chie 


4 
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How have I difcharged, or wherein have I ngalected, 
the Duties required of me, either as a Parent or Child, 
a Brother or Sifter, a Hufband or Wife, ‘a Servant or 


Matter? : 
BVT RE? C8. }O. Nev In 
REMEMBER * TO KEEP HOLY THE SABBATH DAY; 
AND BE CAREFUL CONSTANTLY TO -JOIN IN, THE 
PUBLIC WorsHip oF GOD upon 1T3 sucH AS_ 
PRAYER, HEARING THE WORD READ AND PREACH- 
ED, AND RECEIVING THE HOLY SACRAMENT. ; 


WITH what Temper of Mind you ought to per- 

"form all religious Woifhip, has been fufficiently 
exprefled already, both dere + and in the. Friendly Ad- 
vice {to a Patient; and as in public, Worfhip, you are 
to diligently attend to, and devoutly accompany, your 
Minifter, I need fay no more about it; 1, fhall only 
give you fome Forms for your.own private Ufe at the 
Communion, at which Time you will have .a proper 
Opportunity for ufing them, without interfering § with 
the Service, if you have this Book by you, and other 
Helps are not at Hand, ant 


Immediately before receiving the Sacrament. 

Vouchfafe, O Lorp, to admit me a Sharer in the 
heavenly Entertainments-of thy Children; and may I 
truly partake-of the Bread and Water of Life, of which 
whofoever eats and drinks lives for ever. 6} 
AB of Love. Thus Gop fo loved the World, that he 

gave his only begotten Son; Oh! that I 
chief Ends of the Chriftian Religion; the moft ammable, and, con- 
fequently, the moft effectual Method of recommending it to others. 

The Archangel Micwakz, is reprefented by Milton, as giving 
the fame Kind of Advice to our Progenitor ADAM, alarmed at 
the painful Paflages to Death; ta bof 4 

“* Nor love thy Life, nor hate; but what thou liv’ft, 
“ Live well; how long, or thort permit to Heaven : 
- _ And patiently attend thy Diffolution.” = i: 

* God has injoined us to take particular Notice of this Com- 
mandinent, by putting the Word REMEMBER before it, fince, ‘on 
the due Obfervation of This, our Difpofition and Ability to obferve 
_ all the other muft, in a good Meafure, depend. .. 3) | 

} SecDinecrion II, ft See Pages2o, andar,  § See Page 3, 

‘ ie ae eee may 
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may love him who has thus firft loved me !—Jersus fo 
loved his own, «that be died to redeem them: On! that 
i.may love him who has thus firft redeemed me: And 
may I love all his faithful Servants for his Sake, and 
thereby thew) myfelf that Tam one of the Children of 
Gop, and a Ditciple of Curis. 
_. _ I] thank thee, O Lorn, and blefs thy hol 
Hubnoh P2abk iNT ame, that, after all my Offences aaintt 
., thee, thou art yet pleafed to grant me an- 
other Opportun ity of Communion with thee, and to give 
me a frefh Affurance of my Pardon, by the precious 
‘Blood’ of. ‘thy dear Son, 
2 Pvacknowledge myfelf to’ be horribly pol- 
sal Tated; but thy seeds Blood, O  bleffed 
| “nous, can cleanfe me from all my Sins and 
Defilement for which Iam unfeignedly penitent. Deal . 
gra acioufly milk me, I befeech thee, and forgive, heal, and 
‘Help: me. WWiake me fit to'receive' thefe thy Gi, Batre of 
“Biead and Wine, in’ Remembrance of thee; tomy Profit 
and Caitiforts ’ and my Souk fhall blefs thy Name for ever. 
"Of Bait Sty Lorp; I believe, help my Unbelief I caft 
' myfelf alone upon thee: for Salvation: I rely 
alone upon thy all-fuficient Righteoufnefs for the Atone- 
‘ment of my Sins. “Thou haft redeemed me that 1 might 
tbe holy; O: let’me!experience ‘the Power of thy Death 
for Sing and.workin me a Death unto Sin. 
T hank/givings and’holy Refolutions @fter receiving. 
&% Glory: ‘be to thee, >O Lorp,- who haft made fuch 
gracious Provifions for our Souls; whovhaft fent thy 
Son todie’for pur Sins, and to fave us when we had 
utterly undone ourfelves, Glory be to thee, O Curis, 
‘who haft loved us, and wafhed us from our SiAs ‘in;thy 
own Blood. cO -that I may walk: like one that has-been 
at the Table of the Lorp ; and-notiafters 1’ have tafted 
of the Pleat es 6 Of ‘thy Houfe, and not after eating this 
Bread, lift up my Heel againft thee. O that I may grow 
in Knowledge and in. Grace, that my Heart may. be 
weaned fiom Sinsand the World, and that 1 may make 
at my Meatsand Drink:to do the Will of my Father which 
is in a Heaven. Asien, Hcter yee nt 
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DTREC Ta OUN VII oo» , 
NEVER THINK YOU HAVE MADE a SUFFICIENT Pro- 
GRESS IN RELIGION, BUT LABOUR WITH ALL your 
MIGHT TO ATTAIN THE HIGHEST DEGREES ¥ OF Ho- 
LINESS; YET DEPEND FOR SUCCESs ALTOGETHER 
ON THE ASSISTANCE oF Gop’s Ho.y SPIRIT, WHo 
HAS PROMISED IT TO ALL SUCH As ASK FOR IT. 


T O make men hoy is the prinupal Defign 4 of ‘Chri. 
ftianity, ‘* the one Thing needful}? not only.to fave 
‘Them from the Punifhment of Sin.in Hell,-but ‘from ithe 
Dominion of it, even while here on Earth, r ‘Fobn it. 8. 
Let ruis. therefore be. your principal Care, being ? fully 
- fenfible, at the fame Time, that the complete Obedience 
and Sacrifice, made for us by that divine Peron, “ who 
“although he was found in Fafbion as a Man, yet thought 
“© it not Robbery to be equal with God, becaufe in bim 
** dwelleth the Fulnefi of God bodily,” is our only Hope that 


* ‘That you may make the better Progrefs in Religion, I would . 
above all Things, if you have Leifure and Capacity, recommend to’ 
you the keeping a Diary, or daily Account “how you employ your 
Time. This will be of great Ufe, both with regard to your fpi-- 
ritual and temporal Concerns, 2 

But if you cannot keep a Diary in fo full a 
could with, yet you may now and then commit to 
Obfervations on the State of your Mind 
Decliné in Religion, which the oftener the 
Advantage you wil] reap from them. 

+ See a beautiful and corre& Edition (being the fourth) of the 
good Bithop Foawler’s Defign of Chrifianity, lately printed in. Duo- 
decimo, and fold (Price Three Shillings) by Mr. Fobn Rivington 
in St. Paul's Church-Yard. "The Bithop, in this well known Trea- 
tife, has given, as. he himfelf exprefles it, -a plain Demonftra- » 
‘* tion, that the induing Men with ixward, real Righteoufnefs 
“* (or true Holinefs) was the uitimate End of our Saviour’s coming: 
. *€ into the World, and is the great f Intention of his bleffed Gofpel.’” 

—‘* What F write ({ays hesin his Preface) is intended to Rrike at 
** the grand Cause of tho‘e religious Controverfies with which we 
£6. ane continually difturbed, and the pernicious Effeéts of them,. 
** as they are to be imputed to nothing fo. much, as to the Iono-- 
“ RANCE Of, or NON ATTENDANCE to, the Defign of Chriftianity.’” 

+ See Titus-ii, 145 andy John ii, 5, 


3 any 
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any Obedience of ours can meet with Acceptance.— He 
alone can retider usjamiable ‘in the Sight of God, becaufe 
in him alone God is well pleafed.—By his Blood we have 
a Way opened unto us into the Holy of Holies.—Hence 
he is faid to fave to the uttermoft all that come unto God 
by him, feeing he ever liveth to make Interceffion for us. 
Remémber always that Curis muft be your King 
‘to govern, as well as your Prophet to teach, and Prieit 
to intercede for you.—Hereby fhall all Men know you 
are his) Difciple, if you obey all his Precepts, and copy 
his Example.—His Commandments are exceeding broad, 
oand therefore you cannot expeét me to come to Particu- - 
Jars; but have here fubjoined fome Inftances of the Life 
~of Chrift, tranicribed from Mr. Burkitt’s Expofition on 
the New Tettament, at the Clofe of his Remarks on 
St. Fohx’s Gofpel; where all, who have the Book itfelf 
‘in their Poffeffion, may find proper Comments on eaeh of 
«the following Heads. 


I. His early Piety. See Luke it. 46, 47. 

IJ. His Obedience to his earthly Parents. See Luke 
Efe SE Bes 14 MSc a oD 
.. MI. His unwearied Diligence in doing Good. See 
- WHEES Ks BB 5 04) thi 
IV. His Humility and Lowlinefs of Mind. See 
> Matte xis-2g. °°’ : 

-~ -V. Phe Unblameablenefs and Inoffenfivenefs of his. 
_ Life and Actions... See Matt. xix. +27. . 
~ViI. His eminent Self-Denial. See Poilip. i. 7, &.. 
+ oVIL His Contentment in a low and mean Condition 
~ in this World.’ See Luke ix. 58. Philip. iv. 1. 
VUE. His frequent Performance of the Duty of private - 


Hi Prayer. See Luke vi. 12. Adark i. 35. 


» Lx His. affectionate. Performance of the Duty of 
> Praife and Thankfgiving. See AZait. x1. 25. ‘Fohn xi. AI. 
_ XK. His Compaffion towards thofe who were miferable 

and in Daltrefs. See Adart. xx. 34%.” 
XL. His fpisitual, entertaining, and ufeful Difcourfe. - 
Bee Luke XV 7--xxiV. 130 ; 


XIU, His 
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XII. His free, familiar, fociable Behaviour.. See 
Matt. xi. 19. Luke v. 29. » ae 

XIU. His Patience under Sufferings and Reproaches. 
See-: Pet. it..21, 22> 

XIV. His Reéadinefs to forgive Injuries. See Luke 
XXUL 34. ! 

XV. His laying to Heart the Sins, as well as Suf- 


ferings, of others. See Aar& iu, 5. 


XVI. His Zeal'for the public Worfhip of God. See 


Fabn tie £7. 


XVII. His glorifying his Father in all he did. See 


"Fabn Xvil. 4. 


XVIII. His Impartiality in reproving Sin. See Adats, | 


Xi. 23. <3 

XIX. His univerfal Obedience to his Father’s Will, 
and cheerful Submiffion to his Father’s Pleafure. Sce 
Matt. xxvi. 39. 


XX. His Love and Practice of univerfal Holinefs both 


in Heart and Life. See Luke iv. 34. 
One Thing however it is -very neceflary to obferve 5. 
namely, not fo to imitate Chrifi for cur PATTERN, as to 


difown him for our HicH-Prisst and INTERCESSOR- 


The glorious Example of the forementioned, and all other 
Chriftian Graces, givea us by Chrift, as well through the 
whole Courfe of his Life, as by. his Sufferings and Death, 
was one Erd of his coming into the World, but not the 
principal End. Remember, that the principal End was by 
the Sacrifice * of himfelf to redeem us from the Dominion 


of Sin, the Power of the Grave, and the Pains of Hell, - 
faving us from the. Wrath to come ;—and by a full and 


proper Satisfaction. to the Fu/fice + of God, to expiate 
7 | é Sin 
3 


* See’ the following-Texts, Rom. v. 627) Tint, i 6.5 a Pet. 


fi. 24.—Ephef. v. 2.—Revel. i. 5. See hikewile the Colleé for the 
fecond Sunday after Bafer, and frequently make wee of it. 


+ “ It was to reeoncile, fiys a celebrated Writer, the divine | 
$< Fuftice and Mercy F, that the great Emanuel defcended. upon 


é¢ Barth,—and thewed by his Sufferings (in our Stead) the infinite 
“ Averfion of the Mo? High to the Violation of Order.—He could 
“ not pardon.the Criminal, without publickly teftifying his Abhor— 
+ See:Pfalm: lxxay,, 10, 

“« yonce 


™~ 
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Sin, as well as by the Redundancy of his Merit, to pur- 
chafe arf eternal Inheritance for us.—So far Mr. Burfitt. 

Thefe eght SprriruaL Directions I would advife 
you, above all Things, to get by Heart, and reflect daily 
upon what has been further advanced to explain. and 
inforce them. ‘THESE may feem as Burthens or Pen- 
nances to thofe whofe Hearts are averfe to Religion; 
but if you once attain a Relifh for it, they will become, 
ina Manner, natural to you. Indeed you will fcarcely, 
without Pain to yourlelf, omit doing what they enjoin, 
fo much Delight will you find in their Obfervance, and 
fo ftrongly will your Confcience reproach you on the 


"Neglect of them; for you will then clearly fee that I have 


recommended no more to you, than what your Necefii- 
ties, your Duty and Gratitude require—My Defign is 
purely to habituate your Mind to Religion and Good- 
nefs; to.introduce, urge,’ and cultivate that Repentance, 
Faith, and Obedience, which the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift 
has declared neceffary to Salvation.—If therefore you 
walk according to THESE DirECTIONS, you will live in 


- conftant Communion with God—and Communion with 


% 


God here (and that alone) can fit you for the Fruition 
of God hereafter; for without fuch Gofpel Holinefs, 
improved as God gives Time and Opportunity, ‘* No 
Man fall fee the Lord,” but expect to be banifhed from 
his Prefence, and lie under his Wrath to all Eternity. 
And_here let me, once for all, give you two. moft 
important Cautions, which I muft intreat you to bear 
in Mind, not only whenfoever you make Ufe of this — 
little Treatife, but during the whole Courfe of your Life, 
in order to prevent your running into either of thofe 


«< yence of the Crime; all the 4eavenly Spirits adore the Depth of 


/ © this Myftery ; Mortals can fee nothing but the Shell and Out- 


“ fide ;—ihe Sufferings of a Man of Sorrow acquainted with Gricf, 
«© by whofe Wounds they fall be healed t.—The Pretenders to Wil- 
«© dom in all Nations, who judge only by Afpearance, will blaf-_ 
«© pheme againft what they wxderfland not:—-Nay, the mott juft 
«¢ among Men can, in this Life, fee only as in a Mift, the Beauty, 
«* Extent, and Neceflity of this great Sacrifice.” 


| f Woiah lili, 3, 5. ‘ 
% | oppofite 


2 
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oppofite Extremes equally dangerous and fubverfive of true 
Chriftianity, which alas! naturally flow ‘* from a Zeal 
°° without Knowledge ;”—and as the Want of Attention to 
thefe has greatly diftracted fome, and mifled other’ pious 
and fincere Chriftians. 3 
| The fifi Caution is, that you by no Means admit 
a Thought tending to the Opinion, that Faith in Chrift, 
and the Atonement made by him (on which alone our Hopes . 
of Salvation are fixed) may be ever fo underflood, as if you 
were thereby freed from the Neceffity of Obedience ta God's 
Commands. “Vhe fecond is, that you may always retain, an 
equal Abborrence of the falfe Suppofition, that any Obedience; 
on your Part, can be fuffictent to Salvaiton, or in any De- 
gree meritorious. . . 
As to the firf, I muft obferve, that fuch a Suppo- 
fition would indeed totally deftroy the Fundamentals of 
Religion ; make pra€tical Godlinefs of no Signification, 
and open a Door to all Manner of Licentioufnefs.— 
“That there is not, or cannnot, be Af@erit in Man, will 
fufficiently appear in my /fecond Caution, when that 
Point comes under Confideration.—Still let us not de- 
ceive ourfelves: God has lent us Talents *, and will call 
us to an Account for the ufe and Improvement of them, ~ 
_ -=-Real and vital Holinefs is infeparably conneéted with 
a living Faith. It is an effential and very di/tinguifhed 

Part of the Salvation procured by Jefus Chrift, who died 
not only to purchafe our Pardon by his Blood, but alfo, 
by his Holy Spirit to reftore our fallen Nature to that 
Image and Refemblance of the divine Nature, wherein: 
‘confifts the Happinefs of the Angels in Heaven, and by 
-which alone we can be fit to enjoy it with them. ~~ 
_ _ The other Caution relates to. the Pretence of AfLerit 
in, your Works, with Regard to which Head, let it. be 

~always remembered, that our holy Religion fets before 
you the Sacrifice and Atonement of Chrift, as the only 

Means whereby your Guilt may be taken away, aad 
your imperfect Obedience accepted. The most. abfurd 
and atrogant Suppofition of Aderit in Man, or in the 
Works of dan (when ftanding before his fovereign Judge, 

: “"" #'See Matth, xxv. 1g. i teal 
in 
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in whofe Sight the Angels themfelves are not pure) one 
would think could never enter into a Mind endued with 
human Reafon, and confcious of human Infirmities.— 
Tt appears {5 fhocking to my Apprehenfion, that I chari- 
tably hope and believe not one in five Hundred of thofe, 
who are fuppofed to hold this Tenet of Senr-suFFI- 
CIENCY, really do fo.—Perhaps it will be difficult to find 
any Perfon who will dare to avew it, without fuch Qua- 
lification or Reftri€tion as may ferve, upon Occafion, to 
explain it away; which, by the bye, is no uncommon 
Artifice in Difputes upon fuch Subjeéts.—T hat Church, 
_ whereof Iam a Member, leaves no Room in her public 
Offices, for a Suppofition of any: fuch Tenet. Every 
Prayer in our Liturgy (or Book of common Prayer) is 
prefented to God in the Name of Jefus Chrift, purfuant 
to the Declarations of Scripture, ** No Aan cometh to 
“© the Father, but by me*—Whatfoever ye Jhall afk the 
“Father in ny Name, he will give it you +.”—Shall 
“we then prefume to take Delight zn our own Worth, when 
we are not judged worthy ft fo much as.even to afe Pardon 
for our Sins, without the Mediation and Interceffion of 
the Son of God?—A Confideration methinks which 
fhould at once comfort the weak-hearted, but hunible 
‘the haughty and felf-fufficient; for let your Prayers be 
ever fo proper in the Form and Expreffion ; or let your 
Heart accompany them with a Devotion ever fo intenfe, 
‘fill be very careful to avoid the dangerous Error of 
imagining that any Ad@erit arifes from the moft perfect 
Performance of them, that you can poffibly conceive. 


* See John xiv. 6. + See John xvi. 23. 

Wt See this Colle& for the twelfth Sunday after Trinity ; which may be 
ufed at any Time when you implore God for the Forgivenes of your 
Sins. 

’ ALMIGHTY and everlafting God, who art always more ready 

‘to hear than I to pray, and art wont to give more than either I 

‘defire or deferve; pour down upon me the Abundance of thy 

“Mercy, forgiving me thofe Things whereof my Confcience is 

afraid, and giving me thofe good Things whith I am not worthy 

‘to afk, but through the Merits and Mediation of Jefus Cheift thy 

They 


| Son our Lord. Amen. ** 


‘ 
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They become acceptable to God through» Chrift alone ; 
and are the (4eans indeed to make you Good, but. the 
Goodnefs it/eif is not in them; no more than a Favour 
amongft Men can be faid to be deferved, becaule afked 
with Humility, Propriety, and Elegance.—If therefore 
you was to truft merely in them, it would be making 
Ipoxs of your Pravsrs; it would be putting them in 
the Place of Chrift’s Atonement, which is quite contrary 


to praying, as an unworthy Sinner, in the Name. of 


Chrift. .Thefe two Cautions being fuficiently explained, 


~ and both Extremes being of fuch dangerous Confequence, 


“ 


it is hoped a due Attention will be paid to Them. t 

As pure Streams can never flow from a corrupted 
Fountain, let it be your conftant Care to guard again{t 
any Pollutions of the Heart, or Affections; for in THis 
coniifts the great Duty of Heavenly-Mindednefs +, which. 
I would now. %/? earneftly exbort youto labour that 
you may attain.—Can you believe that ‘¢ God is of 
“© purer Eyes than to behold the leaft Iniquity,” and yet ex- 
pect to be received into his Prefence in your Sins 
and Pollutions? Is it poffible for you to imagine, 
that vo fpiritual Preparation is required for an eternal 
Refidence with him, his Angels, and.‘ the Spirits of 
“< juft Men made perfedt?”—TVo what Purpofe can you 
fuppofe, that the Pattern, and Perfection of our Father which 
is in FLeaven, is propofed to your Imitation? Or why are 
you exhorted ‘* to be holy, as be which hath talled us is 
‘* holy, in all Manner of Converfation,” if no Qualifications 
were neceflary for you to become ‘* meet Partakers 
** of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light?” —How can 
there be Harmony and Delight *, where the Affections, 


Defies, 


; aa +. Rom, viii...6. : 
* Alas! what Delight would it be to a Swe to be wrapt in 
fine Linnen, and laid in Odours? His-Senfes are not gratified by 
any fuch Delicacies, nor would he feel any Thing befides the-Tor- 
ment of being withheld from the Mire.—Thofe Byes which have 
continually beheld Vanity, would be dazzled, not delighted with 
the beatific Vifion; neither could that Tongue, which has accuftomed 
itfelf only to Oaths, find Harmony in an Hallelujah. It is the pecu- 
liar Privilege of ** the pure in Heart to fee God.” Maft.v. 8. 
“ge aa ce Tht 
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Defires and Inclinations, are totally and diametrically 
oppofite?——And, without Harmony and Delight, where. 
can the wicked and abominable find their Seat of Blifs? 
—Could it be imagined that fuch vicious Wretches 
would have any Relifh for the Converfation of the 
bleffed above ?—Or would any of the heavenly Spirits 
endure the Converfation of thofe who are equall 
Strangers to all Goodnefs, and all good Men? The 
Sons of God can have no Union with the Children of © 
the Devil, accuftomed to the Works of their Father,. 
and influenced by his diabolical Spirit. No! Heaven 
mutt ceafe to be Heaven, were fuch its Inhabitants.x— 
Thefe are felf-evident Truths; confequently, want no _— 
Proof or Iluftration. : 

Confider in what Manner you become capable of 
enjoying the good Things of this Life. The wife and 
royal Preacher Solomon tells you, and Experience teaches 
you, that ‘* the Light 1s fweet, and a pleafant Thing 
<¢ itis to bebold the Sun.” Yet for this Pleafure you are 
wholly indebted to that aftonifhing Piece of heavenly 
Workmanfhip, the Evz, and the feveral Organs pecu- 
liarly fitted to receive the Light. Let the Kye be di/- 
tempered, and all Objects, which im them/elves remain 
the fame, -with Regard to you, lofe their Beauty and 
Luftre. Let the Eve be totally loft, then the Senfe, 
which depends upon it, is loft alfo, and ‘* the whole 
«< Body pein Darknefs.’—The moft exquifitely de- 
licate food affords no Relifh to a witrated Palate, nor can 
it fit eafy on the palled Stomach,—The moft enchanting 
Mufick cannot charm either ‘* the deaf Adder, who 
<¢ Hoppeth her Ears,” or that unhappy Man who has no 
longer the Ufe of them. 


| ™~ 
(> This is extradited from an excellent Bock, well deferving the 
moft ferious Conjfideration, and Recommendation of every true Friend to 
Religion; written by the Author of the Whole Duty of Man; and 
intitled, The Cavses of the Decay of Chriftian Piety; or an im- 
partial SURVEY of the Ruims of the Chriftian. Religion, undermined by 
unchrifiian Prague. | | or 


So 
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So it is with the Sou/ unfanétified—All Traces,of the 
divine Image are defaced, by.a Courfe of Sin.—Such a — 
one fees no Comelinefs in the Saviour.- He has neither 
the Zuclinatron to defire, the AZeans to obtain, or a Ca- 
pacity to enjoy any of thofe Bleflings (beautiful and hea- 
venly as they are) which God has prepared for thofe who 

‘love Him. 
If therefore you are fuch a Wretch, and continue fuch, - 
you will be fit only for the Society of thofe wicked and 
apoftate Spirits, to whofe Temptations you have yielded, 
under whofe rebellious Banners you have enlifted, whofe 


Qualities you have imitated, and whofe Companion you ~ 


will be in thofe Regions of Defpair and Woe, “© Where 
“* the Worm dies not, and the Fire is not guenched.”—Oh | 
confider this, ye who forget God, and tieafure up Wrath 
unto the Day of Wrath.—As for you, ye blefled Chil- 
dren of your heavenly Father, who Jove cur Lord Jefus 
Chrift in Sincerity, and earneftly pray to be made more 
and more like him, proceed with Courage; and make 
datly Advanees in the blefled Path, which ye have wifely 
chofen: ** Be ye fledfaft, unmoveable, always abounding in 
$¢ the Work of the Lord, forafmuch as ye know that your 
© Labour is not in vain in the Lord.” 


- ROROROROKOOR IESE IORI eee 


Having now finifhed, to the beft of my Capacity, the 
Frignpty Apvyice to a Patient, and thefe Sprri-. 
©uAL Directions for the UninstrRuctrep, I mutt bere 
_ befpezk the Candour of every one (efpecially of the learned 
Reader, if any fuch fhould condefcend to examine Things 
minutely) to excufe the Imperfections and Defeé?s which he 
. may meet with in either of thefe two little Treatifes.—I am 
far from the Arrogance of fuppofing, that /uch will not fre- 
quently occur to his Obfervation; but I would hope that 
whatfoever is deficient, or lefs intelligible than might be 
wifhed, will be fupplied, explained, or enforced by the 
kind Offices of benevolent Clergymen, and other ferious 
. Chriflians, who may vifir the afliGed in our Infirmaries, — 
or elfewhere; and f fhall only beg Leave to. remind my 
| 9. Ga ae , Readers 
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_ Readerse ja general, of a very obvious, but yet a very im- 
portant Remark ;—viz. That to attempt, at leaft, to 
diffipate that Cloud of Ignorance, which has overfpread 
the Generality of our Fellow-Creatures ; and to let in the 
Light of the Gospet upon their benighted Minds; to 
contribute, as far as in us lies, to fupprefs Vice; and to 
promote practical Religion in our Neighbourhood; is -the 
common Concern, and not confined to a peculiar Order 
of Men. 
‘It isin the Power of every private Chriftian to fuggeft 
religious Hints to his Relations, Friends, and others :— 
Such Hints, judiciou/ly timed, may, through the Grace 
of God, awaken the Carele/s; reclaim the Vicious; and 
jet forward an univerfal Reformation :—-A Work this of 
the utmef? Importance, both to the flourifhing of our 
civil Conttitution, and to the Maintenance of the Pro- 
teflant Caufe ;—and, in fhort, to the whole of our prefent 
and eternal Welfaré:—A Work, which we cannot rea- 
Jonably hopeto fee accomplifhed, without the Concurrence 
of many Wands; and (which as in the Cafe of a /preading 
Conflagration, or a prevailing Rebellion) calls aloud for 
Help from every Quarter. | be 0B NORE 
Thefe Confiderations, and the Motives alledged iz the 
Prefatory Advertifement, have induced me to throw in my 
Adite towards this great and neceflary Undertaking.—I 
have endeavoured to obviate all ju/ Cenfures ; but there _ 
{ts a Difpofition which may, which doubtlefs wé//, incline 
‘ome to make the Defign itfelf, and the Execution of it 
by a Phyfician equally the Subjects of Ridicule—I am 
far from defirinz to contend with fuch: Let them enjoy, 
to the full, any Triumph, real or zmaginary, over the 
Perfon of the‘Writer:*The ‘Caufe of Chriftianity, in 
which he has engaged, will be ever fuperior to their 
utmoft Efforts; and dis, howfoever weak they may ap- 
pear, will be abundantly repaid by that Satisfation which 
arifes from the Convictions of Truth, a Fidelity to Chrift, 
and the Confcioufhefs of Sincerity.—May othets, whofe 
Influence is more extenfive, exert themfelves with fupe- 
rior Advantage; may their Endeavours be attended with » 
ore abundant Succels; may They be enabled to wise 
. the 


~~ 


—_ 


for the UNINSTRUCTED. 99. 
the Causzs * of that Corruption and Remiflne which 
hinder the good Effedts of Inftru&tions and Exhértations ; 
~~-and may.all, rich and poor, high and low, join te 
_ help forward this momentous Detign; duly reflecting, 

that none of us can dong have any Opportunity of glorify~ 
ing God in our Lives and Converfation; and that there+ 
fore it is higly incumbent on us to do Good, while 
we have it in our Power, fince ‘* the Night cometh, when 
§* 20 Man can work.” 3 

- Upon THE WHOLE, let us always be mindful of thefe 
very important Truths; namely, Phat Modes and Forms, 
Habits and Ceremonies, can never be E/fentials of Reli- 
gion; but that Peace and Humility, Meeknefs and Cha- 
rity are fo:—That Guilt is the certain Spring + of Anxi- 
ety; and that to be Good is to be happy; that Increafe 
ef Goodnefs is Increafe of Happinefs; and that Angels 
are happier than Mankind, becaufe they are better ;— 
that the whole Syftem of Ckriftianity (which is the ful- 
filling the Law and the Prophets) tends to produce the 
utmott Perfection cf Goodnefs, attainable by Mortals in 
this Life} in order to‘the Acquifition of eternal Life, and 
eternal Happinefs hereafter. — Were the/? Truths implanted 
deeply in all our Hearts, we fhould foon find fuch a Re- 
formation, as every good Man would wifh, though per- 


Re Cy 


| t ) i 
* Bithop Burnet was fo attentive to thefe, that he dire&ted his 
Chaplain Mr, Mutel, to tranflate a moft valuable Book (which had 
pafled many Editions in the Preach Original, and been tranflated - 
into various Languages) intitled, 4 Treatife concerning the Caules 
of the Corruption of Chriftians, and the Remedies thercof.—It is much 
to be wifhed, that. thefe Caues were more enquired into; and that 
we were more iolicitous to remove them; for though Matters of 
Religion are fufficiently explained in Books aid Pulpits, yet this 
does not heal the gencral Diforders, as the main Gaujes of the 
Corruption and Remiffnefs ftill fubit.— gg It is great Pity that this 
Bock is not reprinted ia a neat Duodecimo, aid properly recommended. 


+ Guilt is the Source of Sorrow; *Tis the Fiend, 
Th’ avenging Fiend, that follows us behind 
With Whips and Stings; The Ble? know none of This, 
But reft in everlafting Peace of Mind, 

a Rowe. 
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haps none can hope for.—It is our Duty, however, ‘to 
pray for it daily, and to promote it to the utmoft of 
our Power—and fam therefore unwilling to fuppofe that 
any of my Readers. will refufe to unite fervently ther Peti- 
tions with mine, that the glorious God, who is the Creator 
and Lover of Mankind, would afford us his ‘alb power- 
"ful Grace, that we may refpe&t thefe Truths as they de- 
ferve, andufe the Adeans for the Attainment of that great’ 
ee ce ‘which his infinite Goodnels has propofed: And may 
we, at all Fimes, and in all Places, be ever careful to do 
our Part towards it, and to remember, ‘* that for this 
< Purpofe was the Son of God manifefted, that he might _ 
<* defiray the l¥arks of the Devil; and avert to. himfelf a 
“© People zealous of good Works.” 


POSTSCRIPT. 


op Ww. O: Remarks which I was told. had. been. made upon 
the former Editions, induced me to add to the Eighth 
what follows; which may ftand perhaps more aptly in_ 
the Manner 4ere introduced by Way of Postscript, than 
it did tdere in the PREFace.—The Juftice of thofe Re- 
_ marks I very readily acknowledge, and am perfuaded they 
~ will not be looked upon, by any ‘Perfon of Candour (efpe- 
cially after [ have explained myfelf) as a Reproach either 
to the Work, or to the Author. : 
One is the fmall, or rather zo Strefs laid upon 
‘many controverfial and fpeculative Points, which I 
apprehend to be included in the Number of thofe 
Queftions, which the Apoftle has warned us to avoid, 
becaufe they engender Strife.—Such of them as relate to 
‘the oiibels:: Decrees, or fupernatural Operations -of 
the Almighty, which He has not thought fit to re- 
veal, or explain in his written, Word, Zp took upon 
as the einai ‘of a vain and fruitlets Curiofity (iF 
not 
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not fugeefted by the Tempter and Enemy of Mankind) 
and all peremptory Decifions of them as a Compound 
of human Weaknefs and Arrogance.—However impor- 
tant fuch Points may feem to /omie, I am fully fatistied, 
they are of very little Confequence, towards the GREAT 
Enp of our bleffed Saviour’s Coming; wiz. THE SALVA- 
TION OF Manxinp.—This Perfuafion of Mind is to me 
a Prefervative againft all religious Doubts; the great Com- 
fort of which, and the Hope that others may reap the 
fame invaluable Benefit, make it neceflary fer me to 
be more explicit on this Subject. 

The oTHer is in a’great Meafure the Confequence 
of the former, that is to fay, very favourable Thoughts, 
and Expreffions towards thofe pious and fincere Chri- 
ftians, who differ in their Sentiments concerning the ce- 
remonial Part of Religion, or any other Matters not 
exprefly commanded, or clearly revealed in Scripture. 
This, if not the very Effence of Chriftian Charity, ought, 
I am fure, to be infeparably connected.with it. How- 
ever, fo far as the two Points above-mentioned may he 
_diftinguifhed from each other, or afford Matter of Ob- 
jection to this little Tra&t, I would beg leave to offer a 
few Words upon each Head. ue 

_ Firf, As to controverted Matters, I freely own that my- 
daily Ufe of the Scriptures, and my fteady Attention to 
them, has greatly abated my Regard to Points not clearly 
revealed there, or manifeftly deduced from thence 5 fiance 
many Opinions fiercely contended for on one Side, and. 
oppofed with the greateft Earneftnefs and Zeal on the 
other, feem to me (after what has, I hope, been a care~ 
ful and impartial Examination) rather different in 4- 
pearance, than in Subfiance, and upon the whole to be, 
as I have already obferved, of very little Signification, 

_ or Ufe in our Way to Heaven. For thefe Reafons [ have 

ftudioufly avoided whatever might lead to any of thofe 

Controverfies, which have fo unhappily divided Chriftians 

of different Denominations. ‘The Church of Chrift 
would more illuftrioufly difplay the Spirit, and conform 
to the Rules of its bleffed Founder, were the/e lefs ftudied, 
er regarded,—I have too often feen the Underitanding 
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fo darkened by Prejudice in Favour of precarious Syftems,, 
that the ‘cleareft,, the moft important and invariable 
Truths of haly Writ have been made to depend on fuch 
particular and doubtful Interpretations, as might beft con-. 
duce to the Support of thofe Notions.—A melancholy 
Proof that the Champions of Controverfy labour not fo 
much to form their Plan frem Scripture, as to wreft Scrip= 
ture for the Support of their Plan. ; 
Our divine Mafter himfelf has given us an infallible 
Rule for the Direction of our Judgment,, in. declaring, 
that ‘‘ the Tree is known by its Fruits ;” and he has taught 
us by his Apoftle,. that ‘ Faith worketh by Love,” —A 
- due Attention to zis might certainly prevent agreat Num-_ . 
ber of prefumptuous Inquiries, and unneceflary,.if not 
unmeaning, Diftinétions. Faith may (alas! it will) af- 
ford Matter of Controverfy: Hope will be. differently 
founded.; but Charity (declared the greateft and moft im- . 
portant of the three) can 2dmit of.no Debate or Doubts © 
yet whilft Men enter into curious Refearches after,.and 
endlefs Difputes about, the two former, how often do they — 


_. difregard,, and entirely lofe Sight of the /af?!—T hus per- 


plexing their Minds, and fouring their.’ Tempers ** with: 
‘¢ vain Fanglings,” to the manifeft Detriment of that vital 
Holinefs, on which our Peace depends; which it is the 
grand End of the Gofpel to promote ; and which is the 
only Proof that- Men actually are what. they would é¢. 
thoughts. Hes 


Ye different Seéts who al declare, 
Lo! bere is Chrift, or Chrift is there! 
If real Proofs ye mean to give, 

» * Stew me as Chriftians how.ye live. . 


It is far from my.Defign to recommend the particular 
Tenets of this or that Sett of Men,,and I have therefore 
to the utmoft of my Power avoided all Singularities of Ex- 
preffion; yet as fcarcely. any,Thing can be advanced, 
which /ome have not queltioned, or made Matter of Dif- 
pute, Ihave referred to fuch Texts of Scripture, as ap- 
pear to me evidently. to fpeak the fame Sentiments, . that 
might, as far as. pofible, be fheltered under. their facred 
) | a Authority, 


Fas Gs ER Wood Ca i OG i) Oa Ye 
Authority from that cenforious and cavilline Difpofition, 
by which fome Men rather feek to diftinguith them/elves, 


> 


than to ferve the common, Caule of Religion. 
_ Now fhould any one imagine that the Difregard Ihave 
exprefled to the diftinguifhing Tenets of particular Seéts, 
_ or Bodies of Men, tends to introduce what are called La- 
titudinarian Principles, and that an Indifference towards 
any of thofe implies a Diftruft or Contempt of a//; I would 
anfwer, that. an Attention to thofe Fundamentals, whic 
the holy Scriptures clearly and. neceflarily require, and 
which *¢ the wayfaring Man may. find,” joined. with a 
due Submiffion to fuch Rules as the ecclefiaftical or legal 
Governors of any Society fhall prefcribe with a View to 
Decency and Order only, will be fo fat from caufing Un- 
fteadinefs or Doubt, that it is the ftrongeft Prefervative 
againft unfettled Notions in Religion.—W hofoever firmly 
believes that every Thing neceflary to Salvation. is fo 
clearly taught in the holy Scriptures, that “© He she 
** runs may read; and that whatever remains obf{cure 
(See Acclu/. iii. 21.) after a diligent-and attentive Search, 
“is rather Matter of Curiofity than of Ule, (deeming as 
Juch, all difputable Points, wherein Chrift and bis Apotiles _ 
have neither made any Decifion, nor in exprefs Words, 
and in the cleareft Senfe of thofe Words, required an 
~ ‘Affent to thofe Points) Juch a Perfon, ¥ fay, will follow 
St. Paul's Advice in avoiding all curious, and unprofita- 
ble Queftions, and maintain his Peace in the Midi of a 
wrangling and contentious World.—This will be to 
iim the very Ground of Certainty, Satisfaction, and Se.» 
curity > It isindeed building upon a Rock in fuch.a Man; 
ner as may defy the Storms of every loud,, but. impotent 

Controverfy. | ad ute oy 

Secondly, As to the favourable Thoughts which I fins — 
cerely entertain, and openly profels towards thofe, whofe 
‘Opinions are different from each other, or from my own, 
either relating to Ceremonies,, or other Matters not ex- 
prefly commanded, or clearly revealed in Scripture (bj 
which I more particularly mean thofe Perfons who. in 
‘Lingland conform: to: our ecclefiaftical Eftablifhment, and 
thofe who difent from it) I will only, in few Words,, ny, 
by! trie . ! that 
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that as fuch a candid Difpofition in this State of Jmperfec- 
tion, appears to mea neceflary and diftinguifhing Charac- 
teriftick * of. Chriftianity, Ihope, I fhall a/ways retain, 
and ftudy to cultivate it. 

I am known to be a Member of the Church of England, 
and think I have fufficient Reafons for my Adherence to 
it-—I look not for Perfection in any Thing of mere hu- 
man Inftitution: Tam not taught by Her to expect it in 
her own Inftitutions or Decifions—No !—Permit me to 
mention it to her Honour, that in her Articles ‘* She ac- 
“* knowledges the holy Scriptures to be the only Rule of Faith; 
66 —does not arrogate to berfelf Infallibility ;-—nor pronounce 


* See thefe charitable Tenets recommended and enforced by Bi- 
fhop Taylor, on THE LIBERTY OF PROPHESYING ; (wherein he 
fhews the Unreafonablene/s of prefcribing to another Man’s Faith’) 
and by Dr. Waits in his ORTHODOxY, and CHARITY UNITED.— 
It is much to be wifhed that the firff was abridged, and the /azter 
more generally read.—I have likewife the Satisfa&ion of finding the 
fame candid Sentiments inculcated by that eminently good Man, Bi- 
fhop Fowler, in his Defence of the Principles and Pra€tices of cer- 
tain moderate Divines of the Church of England (abufively called 
Latitudinarians.)—The Bifhop concludes this Work with the moft 
earneft Wifhes, and fervent Prayers to Heaven, ‘* That it may 
< pleafe Ged to guide all our Feet into the Way of Peace; that he would’ 
“¢ give us teachable Tempers, modefi and meek Spirits ; and that the 
“* Differences in our Sentiments may not have fo ul an Influence upon 
‘* our Minds, as to create UNCHARITABLE Heats, and UNCHRISTIAN. 
* Animofities.—That we may place our Religion in DOING, rather than 
«¢ i” TALKING and DISPUTING.—That we may hate a felfifh, private: 
“© Spirit, as unworthy of the Benignity, and Generofity of the Chrifian 
‘© Religion;—and that we may contend with each other about nothing 
“< more, than who fhall expres in the Midft of our different Perfuafions,. 
‘* soft Charity and moft Candour’’ And in another Part of his’ 
Writings, he makes a Reply, worthy of a Chriftian Bifhop, te a 
warm Antagonift, who had attacked him unjuftly and fcurriloufly. 
“¢ I ewill do nothing like imitating him in Revilings and Defamations; E 
& have not, I thank God, fo learned Chrift. St. Paul tells us that 
* Charity fhall cover a Multitude of Sins; but what fhall cover Un- 
s¢ charitablenefs «with all its bitter Fruits ? Not Orthodoxy, be it 
*s ever fo infallible; mor yet Zeal againit Herefy, be it ever fo 
&* flaming.” 
_ Can there be a Chriftian who would refufe to join with the Bi- 
fhop, in fuch Sentiments, Wifhes, and Prayers? Or can there be 
Words, which better exprefs the very Effence of Chriftianity ? 
s ics 
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** as hopelefs, reprobate, and damned, thofe whore nut 
“© within her Pale.” On thefe Principles is founded my. 
invariable Attachment to the eftablifhed Church; which 
whilft I profefs in this publick Manner, I {cruple not at the 
fame ‘Time to declare, that in Good-will, Love, and 
Charity, I account myfelf, and defire to be efteemed 
the Fellow-Member, and Brother of every real Chri- 
Jian; by which I would be underftood to mean the can= 
didly religious and truly good of all Denominations, 

Let us not forget the Reprimand given by St. Paul to 
the Cenfurer, in thefe divine Words, ‘* For who art thou’ 
** that judgeft another Man’s Servant? One Man efteemeth 
“* one Day above another —another efteemeth every Day alike 
** —Let every Man be fully perfuaded in his own Mind. He 
that regardeth the Day, regardeth it to the Lord 3 and he 
“* that regardeth not the Day, to the Lord he doth not regard 
“it. And we shall all fland before the Fudgment-Seat of 
“© Chri. Rom. xiv. 4. . 

But are we obliged to comply with a// Tempers or. 
Peculiarities contrary to Order, and to our own matureft 
Judgment? I anfwer—By no means.—I highly honour 
Piety and Virtue, and I moft fincerely pity Enthufiafm, 
Error, and. Prejudice, wherefoever they appear: Yet 
- when I apprehend that THESE concur, as they too often 
do, in the fame Perfony I would no more incorporate 
myfelf with /uch in their public worfhip, than I would 
make them the Subjeét of Scoffs and Ridicule: And 
whilft what I look upon as an Error-in Fudement, is the 
Object of my Crmpaffion, not of my Re/entment, it fhall, 
by the Grace of God, be my conftant Endeavour, as it 
is clearly my Duty, “ if it be poffible, and as much as 
“¢ lieth n me, to live peaceably with all Men.” See Roms. 
xi. 18, | 
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